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Photograph of
Archimedes Piper Hurst

Elkhart, Indiana
(1926)

In Albany, Missouri (I925),
"Be it ever so humble,
There's no place like home. n

REV. A. P. HURST

Pastor of the CHRisTtAN Church

Christ the Head of the Church,

ONLY NAME. THE BIBLE OUR ONLY CREED.

interpretation of

Christian our

Individual

the Scripture the right and

duty of all. MOTTO: UNION OF

Christian Character the only test of

ALL Christians.

FELLOWSHIP.

A card, featuring the Cardinal Principli
of the Christian Church, adapted for use in a
number of places where Kim preached*

(1951)
of his grandchildren,
elieve a man who has

rest in children."

(Charles Dickens)
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A baptizing near Olive Hill, Kentucky about the year 1900,

Kim loved to baptize people, nearly always by immersion.
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A Masonic Rally at Franklin t4

a-Mills, Kentucky in the 1890’a.
Kin is the ninth nan from -the left.
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Kim Hurst with three of his older sonsi (l to r) William Bassett,
Arthur Grant, John Preston, taken in Einporia, Kansas in 1909.
family had been called together because of the serious illness of

the older daughter, Minnie, who later recovered.
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A baptiring Kim conducted for the church he organized at Cedarvale, New Mexico.
(1911)



Kim and Mary with their four

sons and their wives (I929),
"If a man leaves children
behind him, it is as if he
did not die,“ (Proverb)

Willie, Arthur, Jack, Alfred
"A great happiness to see our
children rising round us»"

(Aeschylus)
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Kim and Mary with their four sons and

younger daughter (1928), ”A fine family
is a fine thing," (Byron)

Kim with his four sons and son-in-law,
Olair Valie, "He who is fortunate in a

son-in-law finds a son," (Epictetus)

A snapshot taken in 19J5 with nine of Kim’s twenty
living grandchildren, "Happy is he who is happy in
his children," (Thomas Fiiller)
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(Left)
Xim and his second wife, Mary Fultz,
with their two children, Zenith and
Alfred (1^18)* House at I^ses Mills
Kentucky, where Kim ^ ' *
is in the background.
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(Right)
le St, John Christian Church and
netery. Muses Mills, Ky
■th© eight churches Kim

first

. , . organized
ring his ministry. Snapshot taken
19io when Kim and the family

turned to Kentucky for
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(Left)
Delegates to the Western
Convention of the Christian
Church at Palmer College,
Albany, Missouri, June 1920,
Kim is in the front row,
fifth man from the right.
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A surprise birthday party on Kim's eightieth
birthday on the lawn of the church paraonage
in Elon College, N, 0. (1952). Kim had marked
the day by preaching at the Community Church,
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Kim shed his coat after the

friends had left and posed
for a picture with one of

his birthday cakes. "Tne days
of our years are threescore

years and ten; and if by
son of strength they be four-
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of the subject recorded In some "B'c C'l-ief'i’Dencil t^n»+ ^ f recollections
»i. «v„.yl I, »r.„loU. orafuS Sp«..S cS”‘
-essions, ^ortunes ano mislortunes of one vrtio coinbined the qualities of clrcin- +
rider, preacher, pastor, revivalist, pilgrim, and servant of Gofa^d mL!

”Kim", as he V7as affectionately called bv f*T«-5 4.u

Where he se^ed. recorded these exT/erien^es with the thouihrthatttev'n^? be"""®
made available to interested persons after his deniise He uf
insp^e, encourage, and strengthen the faith of those*uho read them To"hia"vn"

upon S^hftl: r^:LTm“"hlf ""
stand out in my memory likf statuettes of go"d"" hrLid Some"!rthr ,
^ detail and with obvious emotion, Much of We narrative describes
longing for his childhood haunts
for his eternal home in God.

, ^ suggests nostalgia a
and home in his native Kentucky, and homesickness

build!"^^"thrmidLrde^deTofhis llfe^a Sve^pS ITt^Zs/T^" ^lenderish
delight in his wife’s southern hot bisc
homemade butter● His ;

, ^. vouched for his
^txid his 1‘elish of hot cornbread with

o 1 ● tT. t azure blue eyes ano bi.ond hair harmonized well with hi*;

completion. His level square head and high broad forehead ^rru^deLcored bv
prominent eyebrov/s. His full lips wev-* sheM-'-r'^d b- « a ^aerscored by

;^de his coLe mouth less s^.iLf ptS^g “^"d
hearty laughter were an index to his jovial disposition, Pl>v-ul ejes, and

fair

It was said of Kim Hurst tliat he no
friendship and retained warn relations with
of his ministry. Out of the pulpit h3
iences with neighbors and fi

r met a strcaiger. He had a genius for
scores of people across the long years

u.o\»'ed to exchcii^ge yarns and huiworous exper~
pv’ipit he normally wore a business suit

cuta -say coat which was given hi.-n by a * ^
-t.cner snould dress in a more distinctive

nds . In th^

although for a number of years he \UY:e
parishioner who may have felt that hil
manner.

a

jj.

This homespun precchei' from ti-.v I..U3 ot Itcntro! / v;as kreeni v ,-r h-

shortcomings. He had little oppcrtu'.i'y ^^hoolir'iwbtn w! ^ ^
^hool terms in the rural aroS of til/.ivUtere^short LS even “h*.
he was busy working on the farm when he oi.onld have been in »chool
toat like Elisha he was called to t-hi ministry from the plow anr^’e o-
knowledge of the Bible and theology vns l.v-e'v self-tbohr wlvdi w ‘
on a farm he continued this occur^^t'. n ./."i sell t.iughU Having bereared

S!2HfSv?ShSii1H5

Ojie might say
goad. His

i



Although Kim’s parents were Methodists, he united with the Christian Church
because of its broad and inclusive principles. He believed in giving coiiplete libert
to the individual in matters of faith and practice of the ordinances, v;ith Christiar.
chao'acter the only test of church membership. He saw in these principles a platform
broad enough for a united church, and was convinced that some day all churches
would come to this position. Some day, he believed, they would break through every
inhibiting barrier and spread like wildfire. He was puzzled at times why this had
not already taken place.

Perhaps it is more apparent to us from today’s perspective why the Christian
Church didn’t make greater growth and become a more significant force in the relicic
life of the nation and world. It remained a small body nu/aerically with fewer
congregations and membex*s at the end of Kim’s roinistry than there were v/hen he bega;.

My father organized, or reorganized, fourteen churches, but not as a part of
any denominational strategy. This was typical of the early history of the Christian
Church. Preachers were engaged almost solely in building churches whomever they sa^^
a need, but when they moved on there was no leadership or organizaij.on to conserve
and develop that which had been so nobly started. The churches were left as fo'ind-
lings, and many of them perished. Those that did survive were v/idely scattered and
were compelled to work in isolation with no team-work nor' cooi'dinaticn of effort

with other churches of- the fellowship. They had only a vague consciousness of
being a part of a great ongoing movement, and practically no organic acnse of bedjng
related to a compact and forceful organization pulling together toward common
objectives. The only thing binding these scattered congregations together v:ere the

six cardinal principles, and the majority didn't co.Tprehend what was involved in
those principles. VJherever Kim preached he made a determiried effort to interpret
those principles, but this cannot be said of the majority of the pastors.

The Chi'istian Church had no uniform standards for the ordained ministry. Some
conferences ordained men whose only concern was a place to preach and had no
concern for the fellowship as a whole. Many of these pastors did little pastoral
or organizational work in their churches and spent li-otle tjjrie in their study.

The Christian Church was predominantly rural, and the local congregations
were so weak numerically that they were unable to provide the equipment and
personnel capable of doing effective church vrork. The urban trend toward centers
of population left many of the country churches to dwindle and die. Of the nine
churches father served at different times in Kansas, anly two, Towcuida and Hatfield
Green, are still in existence.

Some portions of these memoirs will seem strange to people born in the twentiet
century. Some of the methods of church work v/ldch prevailed in Kentucky's rural
churches in his day would be completely ineffective today. I say this with no in
tention of discrediting in the least the sincerity anci consecrated achievements of
those who labored in former generations. I feel sure fu-ther would recognize this if
he were called to be a minister in this day. Many of the churches \/ere little more
than once-a-month preaching points served by non-rosident pastors who v/ent to their
appointments on Saturday and preached Satiu’day night and twice on Sunday. They vJouh
return home on Monday if they didn’t decide to return on Sunday nigh’b after the
service so as to resume work on the farm Monday morning. Some of tl-.e n ighborhoods
where father preached had no organized churches or church buildings, a-w
were held in school buildings or in private homes.

Transportation v;as slow and difficult in eastern Kentucky in those days, but
in spite of mud and swollen streams, snow a nd ice, or even the lack of a horse to
ride, father missed but two appointments during the first five years of his ministr
He travelea by foot, horseback, horse and buggy, and steamboat.

services

ii



A vadespread habit among the rural churches for which father preached was the
practice of hir^" a preacher a year at a time. This contributed to a static

wf w ch|tfohes couldn't grow under such a practice, and a pastor couldn't
do his best work because he could lay no 3.ong rarige plans,

practice of the rural Protestant churches of the time father

utilized the reviyalistic method during all of his ministry. The annual revival for
of 30U1S and rei.ewal of the faith of believers CL a scheduled par? of

^e program of nearly every church. Preaching services were held every night for
o or three weeks, preaching being done by the pci^or or a neighboring minister

preparation for church membef-ship tLa^ p?s?oral
instruction, or any adequate follow up to assure growth in the Christian life,

of the expository tj-pe and were enlivened by illustrations
drawn from farm and home so that they were warmly h.i:.:an. He preached with conviction

?av Of^brin^v sermons with an ii,g)assioi.cd exliortation as a
" i individuals to a personal decision for Jesus Christ. He loved to

he could remeaber only two times when he went to his appointments
reluctantly. It ig not su^rising that he didn't strike ail the notes in the scale
of the gospel ^ his preaching. Who caii? He held to the central theme of God's
yearning love for all men, and the saviourhcod of Jesus Clirist whom he knew in such
a transforming way that he vranted others to k'.oT
pitch.

w hirrij too. From this he took his

The conversion process, father recognized, is for many people sudden and start
ling, hut ..or otheim undraraatic and gradual. In the nineteenth century there

, a wides;jread idea that the most trustworthy kind of religious erperienoe ctrae throuah
^stantanecus conyersion as the climax of great emotior.al stress and Uv«^?ni&^
prayer. Some ol the patterns of religious behavior in father's eailier revivals

r suggest the ecstatic demeanor of soma pantecostal groups of our own ti’is.
demonstrations were common and

v/as

Fraotional

„ , , . looked upon as si^ns of tha presende of the
Holy opjjr-it. There were occasions in Kentucky and scutlicrn Ohio when people became
so deeply convict^ that they fell prostrate, and for a period of tijiie were unaivare
uft. them. When they experienced a sense of forgiveness and acceptance
With hod, brother naghc fall on the neck of brother and weep, and sisters did like-
wise, then went home singing and shouting for joy. »en father transferred his
ministry to the middle west h.is

same time deeply moving.
services were usually more restrained, but at the

sons emotion is important in rel.igion, but he recognized that per-

dlLo?oL^mfnr?h ^ dissimilar ways. When some converts exprLsed
V f— ^ experienced nothing striking, he suggested that the

l??el nf fact that one has experienced life on a new
ali?e i V? physical birth, but still l;e knows he is

hf t ® "'«ent when his life was changed
hm??t insf’ he may know he is spiritually alive to Uie things tliat are true,
nonest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report. ^

He felt’'?r^L^ expressed concern that he .;ouldn't shout like other people,
u f^^cistian, but he just dicui't feel nice sliouting. Father told him

t to worry about that; that the iaporteavt thing is to have the heart ri-.;ht.

sinple and rather rigid, t.ut he was not do
, sWed the conventional religious outlook of his timv. The Bible

jn( infallible guide for faith and conduct; God a pei
man a sinner^ and the work of Christ for

t,inaviCa He

as solo authoritj’-
jiial, righteous, -and loving

rp.an*s rcdc'iifption; a judgment 5’-et to

iii



come, and the gospel as a way of escape for the soul from eternal damnation; heaven
and hell and a personal devil; expectation of the second coming of Christ to usher
in the millenium of peace as described in the book of Revelation. To him conversion
was not the culmination but the beginning of the Christian life.. When justified by
the grace of God one should press on toward sanctification in fulfillment of tlie
command of Christ, "Be ye perfect." However, father ne'/er claimed perfect holiness.
Sanctification to him meant the consecration of one’s whole being to Christ. A few
times he had mystical visions and experiences which are reserved perhaps for those
of particular terrper* Some of them are described in this narrative.

Our father was a sociable person v/ho drew old and young to him. At the same tiia
when courage was called for, he was aggressive and fearless in manner^ The first
twenty-five years of his ministry v;ere given largely to the people of the hill count
of eastern Kentucky when many of the people were unrefined in thought and manner, an
feuds were not uncommon. It is fortunate that he had an appetite for adventure since
he had a number of hairbreadth escapes. With the apostle Paul he could have said,
"in frequent danger of death, (once neai'ly stoned), in danger of rivers, danger fror
robbers, danger from false brothers, through toil and hardship, ttirough many a sleep
less night, through hunger and thirst, often without food, exposed to cold." The
sheer physical hardships and obstacles are hard for modem people to imagine. Meetit
were held under all sorts of conditlonrs, in school houses, tents, In open fields anc
under trees, on river banks and once in a hotel.

At the turn of the century father transferred his labors to Kansas, moving by
covered wagon. Along the We\y he conducted tent meeti -gs and singing schools. He orga
ized a new church in a boom town in the heart of tlie flint hills noxth of Fldorado,

Kansas. In 1910 he joined the homesteaders who were moving like a tide to the west
and southwest and filed on a claim of 320 acres in Torraiice County, New Mexico. This

was then genuine home mission territory, and he orgsuduad a few churches and Sunday
Schools. However, the altitude in that part was too high for his heart £i;d the doctc
advised a lower elevation. When the three -year residence required of homesteaders vra
conqjleted he returned to Kansas. For the next two decades he ser/ed as pastor of tow
and country churches and conducted protracted meetings in that state, and in Iowa,
Missouri, Indiana, and North Carolina. On his oOtii birthday he preached in the Whitl
Auditorium of Elon College to an audience of toiaispeopie who had come to know him nc
only as a retired minister, but as a neighbor Hud friend v:ho wasn’t above sitting or
a "cracker barrel" in the village store swapping yarns aiid garden plsuiS.

Our father passed away suddenly at the home of the undersigned in Ciiattanooga,
Tennessee on January 1$, 1936. Sustained by an uiifaltering trust, I thii\k he was
con^jletely raised above fear of death* He believed fully in the futui’e recognition
of loved ones in heaven, but he was sure he would give his first attention to his
God and Christ who had done much more for him and his than all others cojublned. He

was a Royal Arch Mason, but esteemed his church above all other societies. He bap
tized over two thousand pei‘^:,ons by j.nrneroi':..i, received almost three thousand into
church membership in a dozen diff'i
preached over three hundred funerals,
and taught 137 singing schools. He v:as elected to
conferences to idiich he belonged„ At vavioi
business world at more pay than he could e'.
but he refused for the sake of tivr V.j. of his

him higher salaries, but the Christian Church suited him above all others, and he
said, "I am not a Judas; I am not aboit to sell out."

I have not tried to give an appraisal of father’s life fjcd vrork, but have
endeavored to record faithfully his ovjn peisonal witi'-uss. He ncaurally chared the
intellectual outlook and patterns of thought and conduct that prev^dled in his day

ci.itesj mai'riai over cfv/o hundred couples,
travelled over 58,000 miles iJi his ministry,

eral different of.fices in the

.'.V

times he was offered positions in the
i-.r have hoped to recoiv'c Li the ministry

Loi'.d. Other diiioininutions ofiered

. c*
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‘ w wviroment. Every passing generation sees inevitable changes in wavs of think

ing. Even though^ I may not express my faith in some of the coLepts he’^used

faith! ?^h;": ^h^^ X“hr:efr?^L^
rLr£i3/HV?‘“"“~but thp Phr.? ^ categories and concepts than father used to express his faith

or,rf , a rewarding experience to prepare this account of

desir^to savol^ the material for several years has instilled in me a wistfuldesire to savor some of the enraptured delight and jubilant joy which he experienced
at ^expected moments during his life. If other readers find tL story equSlT
forth!"* fascinating I shall be glad. This is my hops and prayer as I send

my father's life

Alfred Wesley Hurst
Elon College, North Carolina
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On the second Sunday afternoon of the month of June, in the year of our-'Lord
1876, Archimades Piper Hurst and his bride of five months, Caroline Ham, made their
way along a country road toward the Point Pleasant Schoolhouse- This was the school
Kira had attended as a boy. The verdant foliage of the trees and shrubs, the varigated
flowers along the roadside, and the azure blue sky above, infused the day with a
festive air. Birds sang their springtime antiphones, and gaudy butterflies wavered
over the wayside blossoms. It was a perfect day for a stroll in the country, but Kim
and Carrie were not out for a leisurely walk. In his hand Kim carried a Bible from
which he would read the text for his first sermon.

Walking was common in those days if people were going short distances. As Kim
and Carrie made their way toward the schoolhouse they were joined by several neighbors,
some of whom were his old schoolmates. Oie of them, Mariah Humphries, stepped up
beside Kim and said, »'Is it true that you are going to preach, Kim?" He turned to her
with a smile and replied, "I don*t know, Mariah, but I’m going to try."

"Well, I never thought about you being a preacher," hiariah declared. "Do you know
what I’m going to do?" she continued with a mischievous look and tone.

"No," Kim replied good naturedly. one but the Lord knows what Mariah is goingno

to doI"

"Well,"- Mariah continued, "I’m going to sit right in front of you, and every time
you make a mistake I’m going to point my finger at you."

"Now, Mariah," Kim begged, "for one time in your life do be good."
"No," Mariah persisted, "that’s just x^hat I’m going to do."

VJhen they arrived at the schoolhouse the small one-room building was crowded and
fiany were standing outside. The annoxuicement of the service had been out for two weeks

and many had come through curiosity to hear ICim preach his first sernum. Although he
was sure some were there for the good of the meeting, he had a feeling others were
there to see him fail, or hoping he would.

Kim was trembling from tip to toe when he opened the service, but his ability to
sing was a great help» He lined several hymns in the old time way and young and old
joined in the singing. When he picked up his Bible to read the Scripture the old fear
returned and he quivered so much it was with difficulty that he followed the words.
After the reading he led in the singing of another hymn which expressed his heartfelt
prayer:

"0 for a faith that will not shrink though pressed by every foej
That xfill not tremble on the brink of any earthly woe."

Asking the people to bow in prayer he prayed audibly for the service, but inwardly he
asked the Lord "to take away that man-fearing spirit."
when we arose from prayer I was myself again. I^y fears

Taking his Bible again, Kim turned to the Gospel According to John and announced

● "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the xfilderness, even so nust the Son
Of Man be lifted up. that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal
lue. (John 3:lh, 15) Soon after he began preaching Grandma Jackson, "a good old
Methodist woman," slapped her hands and began to shout. "Glory to God for salvation and
for anwering prayerl" she exclaimed. This response encouraged the young preacher.
About half way throxigh his sermon he noticed to his surprise that some of his old

: Msooiates were in tears. Suddenly he thought of what Mariah Hunqphries had said as
, wy walked toward the schoolhouse, so he looked to see what she was doing. Although

Im* looking at him, lo, instead of pointing her finger big tears were running down
M ^ too. That, too, gave him courage. In after years Kim thanked God that he
m Hbo the pleasure of receiving Mariah and five of her brothers

Mbershlp.

"He did it," Kim said, "and
were gone."

<●

and sisters into church

1



i'iin preached .extejjporaneously for about twenty minutes and confesses that he
doesn*t remember much that he said, but he does recall that his fears had flown and
that he was supremely happy* The service concluded with a parting handshake and an
announcement that he would preach again at Point Pleasant on the second Sunday of
July,

Kim was twenty-four years old when he preached his first sermon. He was born on
June 19, 185^2 on Triplet Creek seven miles north of Morejiead in Fleming County, KyV
At the time Fle^(ii,pg_ was a large county, but six years later^ because of poor roads '
and difficult communication, it was divided ahd'.ltlie^QVithiast third was given the
name^Rowan Kim’s parents were living on a three hundred acre place which was
mo3tl5^ timber land. He v;as the fourth child and second son of Alfred and Susa*iiiah Swin
Hurst. Alfred Hurst had a special interest in Mathematics and named his son for the
famous ancient, mathematician, Archimedes* ."Piper" was given him as a middle name, bui
from childhood he vxas affectionately called "Kimbo" or "Kim."

II t

Kim Hurst’s paternal greatgrandfather, James Hurst, v;as born near York, Fngland
James Hurst’s father joined John Viesley’s iiethodist movement, and James himself hear
VJesley preach a number of times. In 1775 James Hurst and his four brothers left Fngl.
for /vmerica. Before leaving Fngland all five brothers were married, James marrying
Halinda Martin. A sister, Charlotte Hurst Sutton, anc' her husband and three children
also came to America. The five brothers enlisted in the Continental Army under Georg

V/ashington and at the end of the Revolutionary V’af‘ tRey* all' became citizens of the
United States. ●

"Hence," Kim saj^, "the V/hig ’disease* has
" \!hi,p vias the name applied in Fngland to

James Hurst was an "old line vJhig."

been hereditary in the family ever since. 	
those v;ho opposed the usurpation of power by the king. In the American colonies it
\;as adopted by those who resisted the efforts of the king to nullify the commercial
and political privileges and who favored independence. The term was practically
synonymous with patriot. Kim V7as born only a few months before the death of Daniel
V/ebster of liassachusetts who was a talented and influential voice in national politi

and a leader in the organization of the ivhig Party in the United States* Kim grew up
in a family devoted to the V.liig cause and cane to admire Viebster as one of /unerica’s
greatest statesmen. Long known as the great expounder of the Constitution, ''Jebster
v;as unswervingly loyal to the principles upon which the nation was founded.

Following the Revolutionary '7ar a general economic sluji^) along the Atlantic
seaboard started the population fanning out westx^ard* At the beginning of the
nineteenth century the west meant Kentucky and the country surrounding it* It was
real frontier territory. Land was cheap and waiting to be occupied by people with
energy and spunk. Most of the land was virgin timber* Restless waves of home-seekers
rolled out of the northeast and southeast. Trials were many and toil burdensome as

these pioneers set themselves to conquer the vjilderness. Only people of dauntless
spirit ventured into it. The land vjas hard to clear because it was first grov/th and

very heavy. It viasn’t unusual for male members of the family to stay out until
nearly midnight piling and burning the brush and stumps. After a few hours sleep the

up again bv four or five o’clock to take care of the chores before going back
to the clearing for another long hard day. The rifle was a constant companion for thi
wore in danger daily from Indian attack. Some fierce Indian skirraishes v;erc fought
here. Hard toil and hard fare were their lot as they strove a^-ainst poverty. People

v/ere on the move constantly. It v;asn’t unusual for settlers to plant their crops and
move before harvest time in the hope of bettering their condition*

The Hurst brothers and their sister joined the endless procession of home seeker
bent upon occupying the vast empty continent west of the Alleghenies as quickly as
possible* Robert Hurst stayed in the east and settled near Old Richmond, Virginia.
V/illiam Hurst went on to Tennessee; Samuel Hurst settled on Red River in the Sandy

i^as

vjere

Z.



I region of northeastern Kentucky; and went on down to Fleming County
j and settled the Sand Lick Fork^f. Foxes Creek about seven, miles jspu-tii of what is

now called Flemingshuscg.* The county was named for Colonel Fleming who first settled'
his colony there. The sister and her family also settled in Kentucky. She and the
brothers all raised large families. Kim says he has met descendants of all in many
states.

Some cla^ that Kentucky^Ot its name from an Indian word, kentake. meaning
land of the future." Uhtil422^it was a Qx^ty of the state, of yjjrglnia.. In that ‘
3^ it separated from. Virginia suid became the. second state to be admitted to the
ynion after the first thirteen, the first being Vermontl —

w . -Paternal grandfather, William Hurst^ was the son of James and Malinda

^tin Itost. He wasn’t an ordained preacher nor a professional politician, but was
quite a aeoater on religion and politics. He was married four times and had twelve
-children. The records

winning of the wilderness.
are largely silent as to the part the women played in the

^ William Hurst was fir^jnarxiedJio.-Amanda^Gardnfir, and
K^s father, Mfred Hurst, was a child of this union. Other.-children of the first
g^ggll^^rejjancy Hurst.Seavor, Martha Hurst Hartley^'^uire^and Hoses'r. Hurst.

In 1832 V/illiam*s first wife, Am^da, died of cholera, arid'he later married Am^da's
sister, Mahala Gardner. To this union were born 4man^ Maremna, Jphn^Wesley, Lucinda,

and ^Aaronj^ After the death of his second wife, VJilli^ married 'i^iary EiliottT
i ('Polly"), daughter of John Elliott who lived at that time on a farm where'the town

■ V ^ses i4ills now stanas. J^oiiowing the deAth nf h-i a
Amanoa Uonrad. To this union was born one son. McGuire Hurst, who was seventeen

younger than his nephew, Kim. »
years

- Kim*s father. Alfred Hurst^ was born .Tyne iL. 1822 on the old farmstead south

?Ai f ● Alined and his father were both born on the same farm. On June iL,

; loiA Alfr^ Susannah Swim were married at the home of her father, the ^
' Reverend Irumbo Swim, a Methodist preacher. They' went to housekeeping one short mile
from where Alfred was reared. Susannah’s father was a Methodist circuit rider. Since

ready money was scarce it was not unusual for a preacher to labor the six weekdays
at a supporting trade. The Reverend Trumbo Swim was a blacksmith. Like the village
smithy in Longfellow’s poem, he had large sinewy hands and muscles like iron bands.

I An unusual physical trait was double teeth like jaw molars all the way around above
/ ^d below. It was said that when he was in his physical prime he could take a cracker

barrel in his teeth and toss it over his shoulder as if it were a mere nothing. He
lived to the ripe old age of one hundred and two, and his wife who was a daughter of
Major Peter Helphestine, lived to be one hundred and three.

Alfred Hurst lived his entire life in the county where he was bom and moved
only twice. He and "Susan" went to housekeeping on the old John Norris farm on the
♦●y,^g-yigkJ^Qrk of Foxes Creek nearJFlemingsburg, Here Kim’s eldest sisterCharlotte
was bom. Foxes Creek was named after an Indian chief of the Fox tribe. Th^'e is“‘a

. tradition that the chief undertook to swim across the swollen stream when he was
^drunk and was drowned.

k married life, Alfred and Susan decided to move. They
bought thre^hundred acres of fine timberland, mostly uncleared, from a f4r. Raphael

XL ^ -^IXar an . acre. This land lay along Triplet Creek about seven'miles		
north of Mo^hgad^ Kentucky .""This is where Alfred’s and Susan’s next three children
were Domj_jn^o Priscilla, and Trumbo died in childhood. The place where Kim

still almost completely ^eovered with forest. He names thirty-two different

v^ieties of tree and nine different kinds of wild berry which grew on his father’s
pX&C6«

this place for six years. IJhen Kim was.about two and a half

years old his father gold this land and bought a farm of one hundred and"smy~acres

3



I’dng along the east fork of Foxes Creek a mile east of the presait__tpym_^2^,\iues
Mills. Kentucky': It was'Christmas Day when Kira's parents made their second ana last ^
’move. A leep snow was on the ground and they moved the twenty miles on a big covered
sled pulled by a team of horses, Puss and Jack. This move was Kim’s earliest
recollection. ''Along the way," he recalled, "I wanted a drink and father stopped and

to eat. I remember cuddling close to some rocks father had heated
l^hen we arrived at our

gave me some snow
in the fireplace and placed in the sled box to keep us warm.
ne\-t home I wanted to go back. I was so homesick that I cried myself to
house was too empty. Perhaps it is due to this e^^erienoe that I have had a dislike
of enpty houses all during my life. However, when I awoke I felt much better. A good
warm fire was aglow in the fireplace, the furniture was in place, and s^er was
ready. Soon it seemed like home. VJhen I grew to manhood I lived m eight differ^t
houses in that county, some of them much better, but none has seemed as much like
home as the one in which I grew up. This I say ^ spite of a very pairfii^^ience
When we children were playing in the house and I fell forward into the f^eplace
burning myself severely on the live coals. No modem heating device c^ t^e the
place of the old open fireplace with its broad hearthstone. By this fire daily prayer
and praise were heard,"

Alfred and Susan Hurst had six childreru. ChaiaqU^whojnagTie
Priscilla^ Wirii^?i„Tr^"»bQ vfho died in chil^ood; Archiraades Piper; C^_ Northcott; anc

daughter unnamed v/ho v;as stillbox'n.

There wasn't much buying or selling in the community at that time. All experience
the same abundance or scarcity. The roads most of the time were
two or three days for the trip to the nearest market at ^estgae, later c^l^
Havsville. a small town on the banks of the Ohio River, iiliii was a grora man laefore
thf roads wc-re greatl- i/tproved in the county. The first iaproved roads were crushed
rock tur^k^s Scling^he county seats and the larger towns and cities. Flat boats
floated down the Ohio River carrying cargo.

Farmers allowed their hogs to run in . *
and they became very fat on the acorns, hickory nuts, and chestnuts,
weeks before butchering time they would bring the hogs “to a pen and feed ttera com
so as to make the meat more firm and the lard more
very fat in the suianer and fall feeding on wild peavine and fem. Some of tte f^mers
butchered their beef and mutton right off the range, and Kim claimed that the meat
of stock fattened in this way was usually very sweet.

The creeks and rivers had an abundance of fish in those
hadn’t yet become polluted. Since the j^oung orchards were surrounded by timber the
fruit crop seldom failed. In addition to apples, peaches, pears, cherries, and plums,
thev alsr had the benefit of many kinds of wild berries for canning and table use.
Another source of food were the wild animals which were plentift^ in the tui^r: deer
bear, squirrels, rabbits, wild turkey, pheasants, quails, and pigeons.^me
animals^which infested the grain fields and orchards were very destructive and would
catch and kill the sheep and pigs. The catamount, panthers, timber wolves
were especiall^v bad. Host of these animals were hunted for the .
a dollar for each pelt as an inducement to hunters and trappers. At the
raccoon pelis and beesx^ax were legal tender for the paying of t^es and
young men bought their marriage license in this way. Occasionally ^
was baffled when he discovered the pelts he had brought to the clerk s
not worth enough to pav for the license and court fee. He then had bo go back cat
another ‘coon or mink, or bring some more beeswax. It wasn’t long usually until the
young man would return with the necessary amount. One couple that ^idn t
beeswax conferred at the door a few moments; then the girl turned to the clerk an
said 'Ls&y, Mister, can’t you marry us as far as the beeswax goes?" The clerk
and Jonse^sd to marry them with the understanding that the of wax would be
forthcoming. In a short time they returned with the rest of the bees/rax.

one

the timber until near the time for butcherii
Two or three
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Ite ®®^® of a mink fur he caught and sold.
^«n * “®P ”“**’®*’ ●“<* “a<Je of homemde brown
i^ed^f^t overalls. Kim very much

ho^h his father promised to get him one if he would let him use the
had received for the fur. The following fall his father got a I-£r. VJaltz to

Mke three hats, one for Kim, one for Kim«s brother, Clay, and one for himself. The

credited at P®i'* ihem with sorghum molasses which lir. Waltz
nf M^ r iwenty-five cents per gallon. At the time Kim couldn't see the fairness

***® dollar he had received for the pelt when Clay didn't pav a
cent and he had done more to raise the sorghum than Clay had. ^ ^

.1,^®”^ County was in the foothills between the rolling lush blue crass reeion

on the p*’® state and the mountainous coal fields in the east. Wwk
prettv Dri^ltlve*^^^?®“®®i ^^® "®® and farm implements were
p etty primitive. Turning plows were rough and heavy. Usually they were sinsle shovel

●● ?^e **®^*®^ *>®®^ pieces of timbe? KfuprSt
double tree f*" ”®*'® °*®“ by means of a wooden single

- the ipptip J**® ® U-shaped clevis. Horses were trained trio by
to w|?fSthor?lnrnr®^ "”®"" "®^*- S°«e horses leadedto work i^thout line or rein. They were also taught to go, stop, or turn at the motion

his left^!^d ^h® ^°^®®® behind the plow held the lines in
thi sime ® *^® hand, oxen were taught to respond to
a ehf^ by the cracking of a whip, or by the use of a goad, a pole Sith
a sha^ spike vAose proper use would discipline the stubborn aninll to pull.
Plol LlJIht “ ^*’®. ®^^® ®® ‘‘® between the plow handlesplow caught on a root or a rock.

or

Kim says
and the

hv ^ .bbe si^ertime the farmers were in the fields by sunm>, and h«nHo „ho worked

hMds fivi il^’^®®* p°'^® ® bis father fed his harvest
toS-thi^v !nd at five, lunch at ten, dinner at noon, lunch at
t^rwoulf'?i„nh ®®''®"* "®® ’™’^® b° pay the men each evening so
didntr^l^ ! the meMS to meet any family needs. Some men living in log cabins

S^he ^ fora"b^he?Tf 5°!: **'®^'‘ occasionally
ftfte^ tp ^ ^ corn to have ground for meal. Com in those days sold for
urteen to twenty cents per bushel if it were shelled.

clove?‘'wem^a?«H®eprK® ®°.T’ heap, and barley. Timothy and red
about thppo and p p®^I ''*6" corn planting time came the rows were marked off
crosse^l^t r?lht ®^"®^® ®'’°’^®" P^°”‘ ^he rows sometimes were

V angles so they could be cultivated each way on the level lands,

who^rfln plowed only one way to prevent the washing of the soil. The marker

i hUx'^S^er^the cmsafra'r.® of com^■»h. .pVf “ crossed. A third man followed with a hoe to cover the seed. If

T bands with hoes to keep up wm ?he pll^md
L!il Ip "®® ® 3®^y,a^c^ process com?>ared with the mechanical methods^used later.
ffe^4~rnsrSm\rarsll^ ®®'^®’^®'^ by means of a wooden hamil^"**or

Mda K? Iw® ^®^^ ®?”* fodder was cut a hUl at a time with a heavy steel knife

hUi sLarl blacksmith and placed in a shock at the center of a sixteen-
teeth 3hll^p!!j®.®l ^® ® ’'®*‘® ®"* "^bb a hand sickle or a cradle vdiose long curved
WM^if P®^clbel to the scythe laid the grain in bmcheHI

end hL p®^* *. f °“b muscular power with a mowing scythe. »0, how slow

Z hired the menwuld be from touS
W* scnhe as the^swelt^pa^ ^®^^® ®I®" ""y/cbber in the hay or grain field whetting
etitchC pfI+Ml sweat ran in a stream from his chin and elbows. He had not a dry

mI clothing on him and he would tremble like a man with the palsy." Kim hi ^
Wtlrate *'®“‘* siciae which five generations of the family Lve usedgr in. Kim and his sons used it just enough to keep up the tradition.

to



llien Kim was a boy the small grain was threshed by hand x^th a flail which
of a short vrooden staff from the end of which another wooden piece hung free,

separated from the hull. On a day w
the wind was strong the grain was poured from a half-bushel measure to cleanse the

ftf the memory of this reminded Kim of the v/ord
of the Psalmist; «'The wicked are like chaff v/hich the wind driveth away,”

Kim»s par^ts were poor and all the family had to work hard in order to have f
and cloth^g. ^ey grew the corn and wheat and had it ground on a water mill. The
first mill in that part was about six miles from their home and was run by a Jvir. He
Seavor. Kim s father would put three bushels of wheat into a homemade linen sack
load It on the family saddle mare. Puss. Then he would set Klin on the sack of grain

Sometimes he would have to wait several hours for hi
grist and he would become very hungry. He recaUs that "sometimes dear old Ann Seav
(I surely v;ill see her in heaven) would come over to the mill and take the little
white-headed boy across the road to v;ait by a warm fire and eat a good dinner,
did appreciate it,"

con

an

I su

people were too poor to own a horse and had to carry the grain to
Or, if they had a little hand mill with small burrs, they

groi^d their meal each day by hand. Some years later ^r. J. B, Muse put in a mill 03
a mile from Alfred Hursthome. The neighbors were so anxious to get the mill that
they turned out in work squads to help build the dam and mill without charge for th.
labor. "Would they do it now?" Kim asks in a doubting tone of voice. "I trow not."
a moment of intense yearning he said, "I long for the biscuits baked from the home
grown and home made flour, baked m a skillet on the heartiistone of the old firepla*
so sweet and so good, especially with the good homemade butter ehumed by hand in tl
cedar dasher churn and with hoiacinade maple syrup or wild honey. So goodl"

X 4^xu^® season the family had to prepare for winter. Ihe corn was husked ai
put in the crib, and the fruits and vegetables were gathered for canning, dryin-^. at
storage. Pumpkins were dried in the fall for winter use and Kim says that as a boy h
ate so much of it he has despised this orange yellow vegetable ever since.

to the winter the main business was feeding the stock and chopping and hauling
wood for the big open fireplace which was the only source of heat in the house. Kim'
father kept a small flock of sheep most of the time. Kim was the shepherd boy whose
duty it was to look after the sheep while other members of the family did other chor
Kjm recalls that on two occasions he went very reluctantly to feed and water the she
One morning,' he says, "I was mad about something, and instead ©f feeding the sheep

I went stood behind the barn about the length of time it would have taken to fee
them. Then I returned to the house, washed, and sat down at the breakfast table,
a he^ty breakfast but really didn't enjoy it as much as usual. There I was amply
supplied with a good warm breakfast, and I couldn't forget the hungry sheep. There I
was enjoying a warm fire and wearing some good warm clothes made of wool which the
sheep had grown. This was on

I a

, W 'nind all day. I could hear the sheep bleating and I
knew they were helpless. I really longed for evening to come so I could be about my
chores, /hen four o'clock came I went cheerfully and quickly to the barn to feed the
s eep. I sav/ where the poor helpless animals had rooted and pawed in the snow trying
to eat the old corn stalks from v/hich the good fodder had already been eaten off clea
The corn fodder was just over +he fence in sight but they couldn't get to it, I was .
so ashamed that I vowed I v/culd never treat a d’amb animal so again.'After giving the
sheep plenty of fresh fodder I went back to the house feeling much better, ’ I know
that I would not have slept well that ni.r-ht had I not fed those sheep."

This experience came to Kim's mind years later v/hen he had become a preacher to
rereenforce his duty to humanity both temporally and spirituallv. "liow many o:' ilie
Lord's sheep are hungry and thirsty," he thought. "The strong, high fence of sin ajic
unbelief bars them from the food and water of eternal life. Somebody must take t.nr

''■''■●'l	
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gospel to them and help them to look to the great Shepherd who never neglects his
sheep. As I was ashamed that I neglected my earthly father <s sheep^ so on at least
two occasions I was distressed that I had gone to ary heavenly Father *s business in

. a cool and half-hearted manner. But the Lord forgave and has led me to delight in
● his sei*vice ever since,"

.A

'i

<●

I When Kim was old enough he did his share of the shearing of the she^ which
came about the middle of May* Thirty v;ere about as many as he could clip in one day,

ctj After the wool was washed and dried it was picked apart carefully to remove any
burrs, dirt, or sticks which would hinder the working of the wool. Many times Kim
sat up late at night with other members of the family to help get the wool ready
for the carding factory. There it was worked into rolls about the size of one's

forefinger and about two feet long. It was then spun into yarn on a spinning wheel
and woven into cloth on a wooden loom, all by hand* Kira recalled that his sister,
Charlotte, spun eight cuts of yarn on her eighth birthday. To spin a cut of yarn,
which contained 120 threads each 12 feet long, required uncounted steps. In later

Ij years Kim commented on a widespread contention that if children are allowed to work
while they are young it will undermine their health and shorten their life span,
"Well," he said, "sister lived past her eighty-first birthday, raised a large family,
and worked all her life. Possibly she would have lived much longer had she not fallen
and broken her hip which injury paralyzed her leg. It wasn't work that killed her."

Although Elias Howe had already patented a device to take the place of hand
sewing, no sewing machines were yet in general use. At first there was considerable
opposition to the machine and its general use was slow in coming. There was little
time for recreation* Socks and stockings were knitted by hand. Women would knit as
they walked over to call on a neighbor, knit while they were visiting, and knit on
the way home* There was no time to idle.

Hemp and flax were both profitable and useful crops. The lint and seed of the
henp sold well. At the time Kentucky stood first among all the states in hen?)
production* After an arduous breaking process the rough fiber was tied into bales
for market where it was used in the making of ropes and twines, carpet thread and
yarns, sailcloth, and coarse grades of woven goods such as sheeting and toweling.
VJhen flax was grown for seed it was allowed to ripen before cutting. By a process
called hackling the bolls of seeds were combed off of the stalks, crushed, and the
seeds cleaned of the chaff. If the flax was cultivated for the fiber it was pulled
by hand, root and stem, before ripening. The flax straw was then soaked in water
and later dried until the hard parts became brittle. To free the fiber from the
stem required pounding with a mallet to break the hard portions to pieces, a process
called swingling. The flax was then laid over the end of an upright board and struck
with a flat wooden blade to knock off the woody matter and leave the fiber free*
The fibers were again hackled or combed to separate the "line" of long fine fibers.

The flax fiber which is found on the inner side of the bark next to the central

woody core, possesses remarkable strength, fineness, and silky luster. The long
fibers were made into fine linen for sheets, towels, table cloths, ladies dress
skirts, and men's summer Sunday trousers. The tow fibers were made into coarse linen

and used to make straw matresses and grain sacks. When combined with wool it was
used to make linsey homemade troubers and work shirts for men and linsey dresses for
women and girls, Linsey was very durable and was well adapted to the hardships of
pioneer days. Most of jihe women wore linsey dresses to church as well as at home,
although a few who were in better circumstances wore black silk dresses and bonnets

to church* Kim indicates something of the intricate process of flax cultivation
when he says, "I have sowed flax seed, pulled flax, threshed flax, watered flax,
broken flax, swingled flax, hackled flax, spun flax, woven flax, worn flax, and
Aade flax into ropes and bed cords,"
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Kim’s first school ’7as a subscription school which his father taught for two
seasons. The school term began about the first of August and lasted only two or
three months. The larger boys received little benefit from it because most of them
were kept out of school to work. The teacher was paid thirteen dollars a jiwnth for
the three months fall term. The school building was about twelve feet square, a log
structure chinked with mud. The floor was dirt and was heated by a five-foot fire
place. During recess the pupils and teacher cut and carried the wood for the fire
place. The only window for light was a square opening cut in the side of the building
and covered with greased foolscap writing paper to keep out the wind and rain. The

doorway was so low that the teacher and larger pupils had to stoop to pass under the
overhead log. The rough board door was hung by large wooden hunges that screeched
so loud in opening and closing that it could be heard a hundred yards away. The
vjriting desks and seats were broad boards sawed at the water mill, and the seats
v;ere so high that the small boys and girls couldn’t touch the floor. Kim wondered
why they failed to put the soft side of the si fib upJ Pokeberry ink was the writing
fluid, and at first a goose quill pen vms used, but a little later the steel pen
V7as introduced. Slate pencils were made of soapstone taken out of the creek bed and
trimmed dovm to the size of a small crayon. There were no blackboards in school
buildings then, Studjj^ts walked to school, some as much as three or four miles each
V7ay.

Kim's father was a very strict teacher. Pupils were not allowed to whisper
with each other v/ithout consent. The hardest whipping Kira ever received was from
his father v/hile in school. On the day General Grstnt was elected President,
Alfred Hurst vrent early before school and voted for Grant. At the noon hour Kim
●ranted to go over to the J. B, mse house where the people were voting. His father
gave him permission to go, but another boy named Chfiurley followed him, Kim told
him he should go back and get the teacher's consent, but he refused suid followed
anyway, Vihen they returned to school, the teacher called Kim on the floor ("no
carpet then,'") and wanted to knov; why he had coaxed Charley to go with him. ^flien
Kim denied coaxing Charley, his father said, "Peggy tells me that you did." "I
don't care vrhat Peggy says," Kim replied, "I did not ask Charley to go with me."
Kim thought Charley was "afraid of his own hide and was speechless. So I got a
severe flogging as they called it then, all on account of Peggy's lie, I must
admit that I never liked that girl after that."

One day at school during the noon play period the children were playing on the ice
nearby stream. Suddenly the ice began to break fiuid the boys got off as quickly

as possible. Just then another boy, Calvin Ham, came running toward the ice. Kim
caught him fiind warned him that they had come off because the ice was cracking, but
Calvin laughed and said, "You are just a bunch of cowards." As he juji?)ed on the ice
it broke and he went under, Kim crawled out on the ice and, catching him by the hair
of his head, dragged him to shore,

A larger school building of native logs was erected in 1^.8, 'Hiis served for
ten yeau’s vrheh the school district was divided suid the people were asked to donate
materials and labor toward a new building in Muses I'iills.,By that time Kim was a
grown man and owned a small tract of land. He gave the trees on his land to be
sawed into lumber for weatherboarding and sealing the building. This building was
twice as large as the one in which he went to school as a boy,

Kim's father taught only the two terms of school because he couldn't afford
it fii-iaricially. His time was worth much more on the farm. However he did teach a
vjinter term for the benefit of the larger boys who missed out on the fall term.
Kim had little chance for schooling, VJhen he should have been in school he was
vjorking on the farm driving oxen. He received the greater part of his education at

on a
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home where his father was a great help to hinii So eager was he to gain knowledge
that he would sit up late at night studjdng, and on days when it was too rainy,
cold, and stormy to work outside, he would get out his book and slate and pencil
to study.

The issue of slavery was fearfully alive v;hen Kim was a boy. One-eighth of the
population was colored slaves. For years politicians had been saying, “A state half
slave and half free cannot exist,●' The population increasingly was in the throes
of emotion, suspicion and hatred. Great sectional interests were in conflict, between

the Bbrth and the South, These two regions were no longer speaking the same language.
rJaniel Webster had stood for "Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparableJ"
Although from an early day he had condemned Negro slavery as a great moral and political

I evil, he favored concessions to the South and supported the Compromise of 1850, It
hoped this measure would allay strife, and it did postpone the war between the states
for a decade, but extremists. North and South, urged that the Union be divided into
two nations. Southerners were openly talking of secession, and Northern Abolitionists
denounced the "Southern-dominated" Supreme Court which had rendered the Dred Scott

I Decision of 1857. John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry in 1859 increased agitation
I and fanaticism on both sides.

The Lincoln-Douglas Debates in Illinois thrust Abraham Lincoln into the fore

front of the nation's life. Kim was nine years old v;hen Lincoln was elected President,

The United States was entering its darkest hour when Lincoln took the oath of office

on liarch h, l86l. Within six weeks North and South were locked in bloody conflict.
The whole nation was torn apart and the war turned into a fearful ordeal4 The call

to arms took large numbers of men away from their homes and thousands died horrible
deaths. Kentucky at first tried to remain neutral in the war but both Union and
Confederate armies invaded the state and it became the scene of some inqportant
battles. The Union Army was victorious at the Battle of Perryville and saved the
state for the Union.

Very few of Kim's family were secessionists. Host of them favored the freeing
of the slaves. A number of them joined the Union ^my.jnd carrii^ their muskets and
carbines. Among them were his father and grandfather, ~two uncles, and many other
relatives. His father lost his health sleeping on the damp cold ground and standing
picket in the cold rain and snow. A number of times the women of the neighborhood
took the children to the woods to spend the night for fear of being molested by
enemy soldiers.

Kim was twelve years old v/hen an assassin's bullet struck Lincoln down on the
night of April 11^,1865^. The war came to a close vrheh General U. S. Grant and General

Robert F, Lee met to work out the terms of surrender, April 9, 1865. V/hen the war
ended chaotic conditions prevailed in the nation. Although Kentucky was split by the
war, the division was healed more quickly than in some of the other states.
Consequently there was little of the "carpetbagging" problem in the state during
reconstruction. Radical Republican leaders branded the Democratic Party as the party
of treason. Kim grew up v:ith this belief. The hero of the war was General Grant,

; although in later years historians assessed him as v/oefully naive in politics. That
, Grant was also Kim's personal hero is indicated by his naming one of his sons Arthur
Grant Hurst, thus joining the names of two Republican Presidents,

was
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IV

Tam^iar figures when Kim was growing up in Kentucky was the farmer-
preacher. The preachers were from among the people themselves, men who lived and
worked exactly as the lay members of the church, clearing the ground, splitting
rails, planting corn, and raising hogs on equal terms with their parishioners* Often
the preacher's education was meager because there was no means of training except
the school of experience. It has been said that these pioneer preachers were
graduates of "Brush College" whose curriculum consisted of the Bible, the i-iethodist
Book of Discipline, and a song book carried in the saddlebags. These preachers
carried the gospel into remote and secluded neighborhoods where no churches had '^et
been erected and where services must be held in schools or private homes. Numerous
communities had no churches and little interest in establishing any. Removed from
cultured society and battling against great hardships, the people tended toward
uncouth manners and loose morals. Strong drink v;as so much in evidence that it was
rare to find a teetotaler. The widespread drinking of whisky was attended by drunken
ness, gambling, fighting and yelling. The result was a great deal of idleness,
poverty and looseness of morals. Profanity was general. Nearly everybody, including
preachers, used tobacco, and many women smoked corncob pipes. Hen were quick to
fight and sometimes the altercations were bitter and brutal. Illiteracy was common
and many children were raised in complete ignorance. Spiritual poverty vras equally
appalling. Sometimes rowdies, determined to break up religious services, V7ould come
to the meetinghouse equipped with knives, horsewhips and guns, and a liberal supply
of raw homemade whisky. kTien asked to sit down and cease the disturbance they would'
ludely refuse and even curse the preacher v/hen he tried to take the matter into his
own hands.

To make Christians out of the raw material of the frontier v/as no easy task.
The religion v/hich appealed to the frontier had to be based on simple doctrines.
Preaching was expected to be with zeal, and the man who delivered it must be fearless
and aggressive. To deal v/ith the general lack of moral standards the church

increased emphasis to personal discipline. The church was like an island of order
in an ocean of disorder. The Methodists had a definite moral code in their Book of
Discipline. To make sure there were no mistakes there was a list of the evils which

Christians were to shun, Ihese included taking the Lord's name in vain; profaning
the Lord's Day by doing unnecessary work, or by buying and selling; treating the
church building with contempt and improper conduct in time of worship; fighting,
quarreling, taking unlav/ful interest, drinking spiritous liquors, lying, hai’mful
gossip, stealing, adultery, horseracing, dishonest business dealing’s such as selling
an unsound horse, frolickij^ and dancing, and any diversion that could not be engaged
in for the glory of God, Since whisky flowed freely everywhere discipline
necessary in the interest of common decency.

was

The churches which dealt most effectively with these frontier needs utilized

the revival as the most effectual means of bringing Christianity to tlie great mass
of religious illiterates. The preacher stressed individual decision for Christ,
and the appeal was largely on an emotional basis. Songs were based upon the daily
ejqperience of the people and the words were set to catchy tunes which people could
learn to sing easily. The themes of most of these songs were death, judgement,
future punishment, and heaven. Premillenialism was an effective revivalistic dcctrinf
stressing as it did the bodily return of Christ to the earth when, with his saints,
he would rule in person for a thousand years. It was based upon a literal interpretat
of certain passages of Scripture, especially Daniel and Revelation. Conversion was
frequently attended by highly emotional demonstrations. It was not unusual for seekfr

to lie prostrate, and to sing and weep and shout for joy when they found release
through forfiveness. Outdoor canp meetings held once a year were a high point in the
social as well as the religious life of the people. No one wanted to miss them. At
these meetings many professed "converting grace and even sanctification.
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®°°'* Christian parents. He says -they were
hetnodists of the John Wesley kind who believed in the eift of tht» Unirr

that men and women are brought under conviction-a“d to r^L^Lce u^de^ Srp^^e^hina
otho^ Christ, that If a person lives a holy consecrated life he should orav for
tn fho himself, should attend all the means of grace, and should testify

JerfstriIi"fh®T® remembeL his parentras be^f^
Iven H^uL t manners. He never heard them swear or use a byword ®
even. He was taught his letters in the old family Bible, and was taueht tn road ».,/)

p^ay at his mother's knee.T.ike most otherschurch families thev held daiiv How +●

collfctLn ®“e^was "Come, 0 Thou Traveler Unknown" f^d in John iesle^collection of hymns adapted lor use in the Hethodist Church. ^

"Come, 0 thou traveller unknov/n,
I'ihom still I hold, but cannot seel

Hy company before is gone.
And I am left alone with thee:

V/ith thee all night T .T.ean to stay,
and wrestle till the dav/n of day.

I need not tell thee who I am;
My misery and sin declarej

Thyself has called me by my name,
Look on thy hands, and read it there

But who, I ask thee, who art thou?
Tell me thy name and tell it now.

»Tis lovei 'Tis love.' Thou diedst for
I hear thy v/hisper in my heart;

The morning breaks, the shadows flee,
Pure, universal love thou art;

To me, to all, thy mercies move.
Thy nature and thy name is Love."

me;

sticklers for Sabbath observance. They taught
their chUdren to reverence the Sabbath, the Lord's work, and the Lord s hoLe The
Children were not allowed to whisper or'talk in church uAleL it wafto as^r*
Saifso?uro^t!“® then

A Susan Hurst lived between two churches, the Brushy Fork Methodise
and the Point Pleasant Christian. Services were held a( each^Sch once fmontf'

P''®a®bing on Saturday night, Sunday at eleven,and Sunday night. Alfred and Su-an
belonged to the Methodist Church but attended both'churches. He^af a cUss leadef
^d steward in the church from the time Kim could remember, but hfa^d Ms wiffw4ld
work anywhere the people believed in the operation of the Holy SpLS. SuLn H^sf
were^aftf alt^*" *’*'h °ne time, during a revival when several seekersre at the altar, a member of another denomination said, "Now Susan iust hav«

L'ff'’ f"" H^°"® r""®" baptisrthem^d inilfsll'^beSusan slapped her hands before the
Ghost dry land religion!"

over.

woman's face and said, I thank God for a Holy

Kim was the daughter of Trumbo Swim, a Ketiodist Episcopal circuit rider
grandfather Swim was a kind man. It was Lver'^fo

iif A° w° ^ assistance of anyone in distress or to his
He was very tenderhearted, and yet high tendered and positive,
take an xnsult. Sometimes he acted too much
however by so doing, he saved his life.

or

appointments,
a man v/ho would not

on the impulse of the moment. One time.
It seems he had preached with great urgency
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against the sin of theft and pilfering.. Two men who were present became very angry.
On the way home after the service they slipped up and drew a gun on the preacher.
Pointing the weapon at his face one of the men said, "Trum, if you have anjahing'to
say, now is the time for I am going to kill you,'* The stalwart preacher grabbed the
gun in a flash and jerked it aside just as it fired.. Jumping at his attacker he
struck him a stunning blow and at the same time kicked him in the stomach sending hir.
to the ground. In the melee Swim jerked the gun away. The attacker began to beg for
mercy. "For God's sake, Truro," he pleaded, "don't kill meJ I believe I am cooing to
die." "No, I'm not going to kill you," Trumbo assured him. He then helped the
up, took him to his house and dressed his wounds.

man

The man vzas never well after that
and in a few days he sent for Tr\imbo Svjim to come and pray for him. The preacher
took his Bible and hymnbook to the man’s home, read Scripture and talked and prayed
with him. The man v/ent to church and was converted, and v.-hen at last he took to his
death bed he sent for Grandfather Swim v7ho stayed vrith him day and night until he
died. The man told his family and neighbors not to hold anything against llr. Swim
for he himself was the cause of it all. Grandfather Swim made the man's casket
without charge and conducted the man's funeral.

Trumbo Swim's son, V/illiam, became a minister in the Kentucky Christian Con
ference, and father and son held many meetings together. Both were deeply spiritual
and were good revivalists. A favorite hymri which they frequently repeated and sang
before preaching confronted the congregation with the fact of the brevity of life
and the certainty of death.

"IVhat will, 0 vThat will become of me?
V/hat will, 0 what will become of me?
VJhat will become of me

If death my portion be,
And the Saviour not found in my heart?"

7

I
Kim's mother, who was the Rev, Trumbo Swim's daughter,;::was strong in the faith.

Kim felt that her prayers had followed him all during his life. He often said that

his mother first ordained him to the Christian ministrj*^. He was about ei^ht years
old and his mother had been critically ill for some time. The night she o^ied\
number of relatives and neighbors had come in. It was a sad time for all

especially for the little boy who may have v/ondered how his mother could be

happy. She asked those who were in the room to sing some of the songs she had
with them many times in church. Finally she asked them to sing,
river of Jordan, so happy, so happy; we will cross the river of Jordan, so ha{-py
in the Lord," As they sang she shouted the praises of God, Then she bade all goodbye
and kissed her husband and children, asking them all to meet her in heaven,. She then
turned to Kim who was leaning on her bed and motioned for him to come to her. As he

stood at her side she took his hand in her's. Laid her other hand on his head and
prayed that the good Lord would take care of her little boy and make a preacher of
him like his grandfather. Then, looking heavenward she said, "Now I must go."
Holding her hands aloft and smiling she said to her husband, "/ilfred, William Trumbo
has come to go to heaven with me. Don't you see him? And angels are all around me,
I must go," She crossed her hands on her breast, closed her
she were going to sleep, stopped breathing, and all was over.

anc.

so

sung

"';e \?ill cros.^ the

eyoi^ and mouth as if

Kim recalls that his mother was buried in a plain but nice coffin and a v/hite
shroud. "I can see the sv;eet smile on her face and her beautiful white hands as

she lay in her casket. I thought it av/ful that people had to be put in the ground
when they died. ’.Then they started to lower the casket into the grave I said,
I don't v/ant mother to be put down into that black hole.' It seemed that my poor
heart would burst, and father comforted me as best he could. Later at hoite" he
explained how it was thus intended, and that by and by our blessed Lord would bring
us all up from the grave to see all our loved ones in the glory world,"

Tapa,

0^.
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About tiro years later Kim's father married Harv T. Jackann at. K1rk-

on the IK^Fork^riplet Creek,, To this unior^JhmrS^wefe borm Levrts
aizabeth who married GeorgrtV. Vflieat, James 'Jesley,and two daughters stillborn vjho were not named. ^ ^

. o

\e> I

^ G^eor^ UJ, Lo
0uf ftSlV'nrv

““^"J-^hstandi^ the pious training he had received from his parents. Kim says
he v.ent astray and became quite reckless. He vras always careful not to use profane

was^with other ^ the presence of his father and stepmother, but wLn he
«fth «hom were pretty wUd, he felt he had to keep pace

® “Saged in conduct which he had been reared to believe was wrong, and
wrong, profanity, card playing, dancing, a^d a

His parents talked to him and prayed for him. He couldn't sit under

tearr T^o^r ?hree^+"'®''®h®®w? without inner conviction and sometimes he shed
' - his conviction

in a Vrao memory," Kim says. "A Rev. Hr. Barr was holding a meeting
a vLd“an!nof to a Mt. Oaines McKee. As I recall, the Reverend Barr was

‘ Lat^ nofn who preached to the point and right at his audience. I was
the v;all ^d the preacher was handing it out about right. It seemed he

1 choked^id® t^®^^ ®a '"®'i.^ <3eeply stirred that I couldn't restrain the tears.
I choked and it seemed my heart would burst. I really wanted to go forward to the
altar but something said. No, not now. I wanted to leave but didn't want the preacher

anyone in the audience to see me. I noticed that near where I was sitting one of
*'h® side of the barn. The opening looked plenty

larp, so I decided to sup through. I soon discovered, however, that I had
the dimensions of the opening. Moreover, my clothing got caught on a nail

and I became fastened as in a trap.' I was sure the preacher and the entire
my predicament. At last I freed myself and returned to

over-

congregationsaw

my seat.** . ,
^^0 to \ \ \ Vc^T i I ^ ^ J A

iPAft si^^eeneh birtnoay Kim says he/fes happily converted ort October ?! '
f* Carpenter's Chapel/^ Methodist church about eight miles

® “i°" meeting and was being held by a Rev. Hr. Lashbrooks,
' 1 vhiTp ’"Ac®?. ® Christian minisTerTTOiT^airworlcIHi

a while for his grandfather Hurst that fall and decided to attend the meetings His
Uncle Samuel Gooding, husband of his Aunt Maremna Hurst Gooding, went with him He

‘>®i"g oonverted®»d not inSer r^y
^ aLociiterwen^tn’t?! ^®t’’®‘^ '''’® Sis'* when some of his old
I saw hfdidJItffell mfirtSn.""® "°'"® “''"®" *>®
I,

} church^® Sr* “"“^® ”®"*' the’meeting. "When we got to the
I ®h“*^®h, Kim says, 'the service had begun. The Sexton met us, took us forward to the
I third pew from the pulpit, and gave us a song book. As they started a som^L-taess

came over me ?uch as I had never experienced. I choked when itried to wished
I Patw t.Ihh® ®C this would be the last night I would attend the litfting.

^Irtation^ II h P’"®®®‘'®f/"‘i ihen called on the Reverend Gulley to follow with an

anyone

s come m''®.f' i'^^ssioned invitation to all who wished to be saved to
' Pleaded ^pIortI®bPv ^ "® i®ihing; come on to the altar,' he
^ I?® said to me, 'Come on, Kim,' but I declined and
'> stanrf T "^ii SO to that altar.' The preacher then said, 'Everybody

guilt Sw conviction by singing but instead my sense of
I worse, f decided to leave, but when I started, instead of going toward

fS' ^ found myself standing at the altar where others were kneeling pleading

y\
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forgiveness for themselves or praying for others. I decided again to leave and
turned toward the door, but the last I knew I was falling. I lost sight of everything
and felt as though I was doomed. Everything was so dark and I knew nothing of what
was going on around me. As the awful thoughts of my lost condition filled my mind I
began to plead for forgiveness. I was completely shut in from the world by the newer
of divine conviction and desire for my salvation. The trouble was that there were
some things the Lord wanted that I didn’t want to do. One was to be a preacher, and
the other was ary unvrillingness to forgive two men v;hom I hated with a perfect hatred.
I had said I would not forgive them even if they asked me. I hadn’t spoken to them
for some time and don’t think I would have spoken to them if they had spoken to me
because I felt deeply that they had wronged me. The more I contended the darker it

got. The fight was on. I wanted the victory, but I wanted it

"At last I said, ’Yes, Lord; anything you say do I will do; only save.’ It seemed
I had been bound under the chain of conviction for months and that I could stand it
no longer. When I yielded and said Yes to Jesus, and was willing to let God have his
way with me, the darkness was lifted, I knew that the work was done. Everything was
so delightful. The people standing over me were beautiful. They had picked me up and
laid me on one of the seats, although I knew it not. Uncle Sanuel was leaning over
me, slapping his hands and saying, 'Give it to him. Lord; he needs it. Give it to
him. Lord; he needs it.'

my way.

"I could keep still no longer, so up I came, leaping and laughing and praising
God, Others said I laughed for an hour at the church. On the way back to Grandfather’s
house I thought it was the most beautiful night I had ever seen. liy soul v;as so full
that I loved everybody, I really wanted to see the two men I had hated so bitterly,
I had no hatred in ary heart toward anyone.
Years later Kim saw one of the men fall from his horse in a drunken stupor, and he
took the man to his home and cared for him until morning, l^lhen the second man became
critically ill, Kim sat up with him and helped to nurse him until he passed away.

Kim and the two men did become reconciled.

l)Jhen Kim got back to his grandfather's place the night of his conversion he put
his horse away and entered the house quietly. He says. I thought I vjould go to my
room upstairs quietly so as not to disturb ary grandparents, but just as I started
upstairs I broke into hearty laughter. Grandfather called to me and said, ’Young man,
I think you got quite a dose tonight.’ I said Yes and went on upstairs where I laughed
most of the rest of the night. The clock struck four just before I dropped off to
sleep, I dreamed that I was in a new country viheres^ny happy people vrere moving
about singing and enjoying each other’s company like a big happy family."

For about two years Kim lived a faithful Christian life. He led prayer meetings,
testified to God’s saving power, led the singing in regular and special services,
took the offerings for the visiting preachers, and waited on t^ sick. The Lord
blessed him in this service and he was very happy. But all th^time the Lord seemed
to be saying that this wasn't enough. It was good as far
wanted him to preach the gospel. Like Hoses and JeremiaH

as^t v7ont, but the Lord
and many others he made

excuses. He was timid and was afraid to launch out for^fear he would fail.

"The fight was on again, Kim says. At last th^ devil began to get the better
of me. I got in with some reckless boys, stopped praying and soon backslid. Instead
of going to church and Sunday School I would stroll off with some of the boys, or
we would get on our horses and ride around, anj»thing to pass away the time for I
wasn't satisfied'at home or away. I was seeking pleasure in the wrong direction, a
prodigal away from Father’s house. I went to dances, played cards, became very profaD^
and drank a little, not much but that much too much. The church bore vrith me and

entreated me to return to the church, but to no avail. IJhen I went to the dances

everybody was lively except me, I tried to be happy, but my conscience was grinding
me, I was miserable because I felt I had left my Christ."

V,'

hi
iff-;●VVj

Ml



Kim attended many dances for this came to be his first love. He had a strong
ear voice, and he could call and dance at the same time. He was invited to prompt
r bails near and far. He never sav; cinyone dance a step he could not perform. He
n the prize at one dance over a young man from another county vrtio was considered
champion. They paced each other on a regular hoedown for an hour without stopping
id it looked like a draw, but at last Kim broke into a step that Yarns, his opponent,
.dn*t know, and he just stopped and watched, Kim then changed to a double triple
mffle. Yarns threw up his hands and gave up. The boys picked Kim up and carried him
)out the house cheering because he had won out over the prize dancer from another
)’inty. He became very popular and much eulogy made him vain, another^sin he had to
/ercome at last,

"For four years," Kim says, "I lived in sin. Friends prayed and cried for me,
ver me, and after me. Preachers of the Methodist and Christian churches hunted me
p and talked to me in kindness trying to show ms how bad it was to go back on Christ
nd how much better it was to live the Christian life, Hy parents talked to me and
rayed for me, but 0, the stubborn heart and will! I never lay down in peace at
dght for fear I would die in my sin before morning, Hy conscience was telling me
ill the time that I was doing wrong,"

Kim remained at home with his parents and worked on the farm most of the time
mtil he v/as twenty-one. One fall and winter he went to Ohio and worked on a farm
several months. V/hen Elias Muse, one of his schoolmates, opened a store in Huses
)lills, Kim helped to place the goods on the shelves and helped mark them up. It
was the first general store in the town. The year following his twenty-first birthday,
pons^'^iiering that in a legal sense he had achieved adulthood and should launch put on
his own, he rented his father’s farm for his father was no longer able to tend it.
He was fortunate in raising a good crop, mostly corn. But he was finding no real
enjoyment. One night after a dance the clock was striking two as he entered the house.
He heard his father praying for his wayward boy, and this got such hold of Kim’s
conscience that he vowed he v/ouldn't go to another dance. But the next morning he
remembered that he had already promised to call for one more dance. VJhen he vrent to
the breakfast table his father said, "Son, don't you think you have sowed enough
wild oats? I fear you won’t like the reaping." Kim told him he had promised to call
for another dance on Saturday night at Salt Lick in Bath County and that it would
be his last.

Oi Saturday Kim prepared for what he had decided would be his last dance. That
afternoon he went to see Caroline Ham, the girl to whom he was engaged. As soon as
he arrived she begged him not to go to the ball because the town where it vjas to be
held was one of the vforst in that area for drinking, fighting, and gambling. Her
sister joined in trying to dissuade himj they were afraid he would get hurt or even
killed. In order to show them he was ready for any eventuality he showed them the
short gun he had brought to defend himself. As he shifted the gun in his hands he

* accidentally pulled the hammer back slightly, and the gun fired, tearing his left
hand and wrist terribly. Fortunately the gun wasn't pointed tov/ard either of the
women. The blood poured from his hand. The closest doctor vjas eleven miles away,
and by the time he got there Kim was so weak from loss of blood that he couldn’t
walk alone. He felt he was ruined, but that he could blame no one but himself. As
he lay in bed he suffered not only from the wound but also from the horrors of a

. condemned conscience. He was away from home and ashamed to go back even if he were
able. He could see his father at home praying for him, and he thought of his sainted
mother v/ho had gone on to the glory world. How he wished he had been obedient to
their admonition^.

This was Ne^^ Year's Fve, VIhen the alarm went through the community the house
and yard were soon full of folks offering to help, Kim’s brother, Clay, and Caroline
Ham, his fiancee^ were his nurses along with others who came in from time to time.

9
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By Wednesday Clay and Caroline were woryut forJ,hey didn-t
accident occurred. Kim hadn t sUpt ^ ne and a heaven I could
want to die in sta,' he great." Some other young people came Wednesday
miss if I died then. 1^ sins ®®gsaid to be the coldest night in years,
night to relieve “-ay and Caroline^ It ^ mT"
twenty-three degrees below ° j^e^t as possible because of the high
fireplace and they k^t the^fever the doctor suggested that they keep
fever in his hand and arm. To ^ change them frequently. Finally Kim
cold wet cloths on his hand and am, attendants decided not to re^ve

ed his eyes and dropped off to ™ m.ed water on the cloths, not
cloths for fear of ot^go some place. The water ran back
izing that the surplus water wo^d ot ^ gheetL His blood press^e was
T his body until his clothes froze to tn Caroline heard him and came to
low that he chUled and beg^ St^e tts ^in^rinTact, he was freezing to

him from the adjoin^ uo they found he was frozen to the bed. He
death. When they tried to either help nor speak. They got him up
realized vrtiat they were doi^ hnS him so his clothes could be removed, and
before the fireplace, held “outd see them working but couldn-t
the men bathed him aU over with brandy. He oou ^ ^ couldn't get the

tSeir touch. They tried to 6^’'® .^im some of ^ hour the

SO

feel

spoon between
circulation

with a thousand needles. assurance

When he was able to speak Kij> assu^d them condition. He dreamed
was the result of a dream he i^front of the house and that he was
that he was dying by degrees as he watching him but were unable to
^Ised for burial. A large crowd of t^take and he would go into
help. They told him that he otd on y hell opened before hiir with demons
Sity. It seemed that the very ^eon of hell opene^^^^^ disobed,
rLdy to drop him down. Horror sw^t hira^and take him to heaven he ddoided
ienoe. when he thought oi ° . g|ve him in those last moments.

wouldn’t be right to ask a just God t chance. By his help he would try

asked God to spare ‘4!/^^®/^reach^th^gospel or do anything else God wanted. Just
to live a Christian life and | steps he heard Jesus say, "I will

»● SufroL. it. S~ - «
spare your ^cLv and Caroline to his assistance,
steps was what brought Cl y callihan, came and washed out the wound

The next day an old ^y . j bark. The old man stayed with Kim all
and fixed a medicine of ^;^ood poison disappeared. He declined ^
^a^y renTi: 3l^erto^S^-^h^! ^^ev^er forgot that man," Kim says, "and
I hope I may see him in heaven.«‘

Scores of prayers had gone up
able to return home. His father was si
wayward boy home again.

it

as

, In about four weeks he was
to see hisfor Kim's recovery

bed, but how glad he was
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Kim and Caroline decided that as soon as he recovered from his painful accident
they would be married. The wedding took place on February 17, l87^. At the time
Caroline was living with her sister and her husband, Marg_^et
and it was in their home that the wedding took place. At high noon Nancy Caroline Ham
became the bride of Archiraades Piper Hurst. Caroline's attendant was. ^a^iinda Ham,
Kim's second cousin, and !Jil 1 jam Albert Musej son of the Rev. F,„J, Muse, a Christian
minister, was best man. About twelve couples were present Tor the ceremony which was
performed by Idr. J, P. Leviman, Esq. After the wedding they all mounted their horses
t'md rode two miles to Kim’s father's home where they were served an infare dinner

of turkey and all the trimmings. That night about sixty of the men and boys gave the
newlyv/eds a charivaree. Kim knew they wdre coming and was prepared with candy, maple
-sugar, cookies and apples. After the treats had been passed the men played some
music on their violins, cornets and drums.

Kim's wife, whom he called "Carrie," was admired by many as a beautiful lady.
She vjas small of stature and quick and light of movement. She was the eldest child

of Alexander Ham of Carter County, Kentucky v;here her grandfather, Joseph Ham,
emigrated in an early day from Virginia. Her father v;as a farmer and shoemaker, and
was a soldier in the Union Army during the war between the states. Her mother, who
was from Aberdeen, Ohio, died when Caroline \^^as only eight years old,. Caroline was
converted v;hen she vjas thirteen and joined the Cliristian Church. As a farmer's

daughter she had learned to work. This v/as especially fortunate for Kim because
^hey continued to live on a farm and had to work hard, Kim says his wife dressed

. neatly and took great pains to keep her house tidy. He often wondered how she could
keep her house in such orderly appearance since they were poor and had so little
furniture. At the beginning there were no carpets or rugs. Later it was a little

'■●better.

. For eight months Kim sought reclamation, reading the Bible and praying. He went
, to church and asked others to pray for him. At times it seemed his heart would break

^ under the burden. He and Carrie established a family altar for daily Bible reading
and prayer. This made him feel better for he felt he had done his duty at least. His
young wife v/as pleased with this, and he believed God was pleased even more. But
the burden wasn't gone yet.

On the fifth of September, Kim and Carrie had been working hard all day and Kim
had been praying as he worked. V/hen they retired Carrie went to sleep in a short

; time, but Kim was determined not to sleep until he had clear evidence of his acceptance
; v/ith his Saviour. Lying on his back, he raised his hands aloft and prayed, "Lord Jesus,

: I do want it settled now if possible, I believe you will forgive the past. Dear Father,
"I ask it in the name of your dear Son." Just then, Kim says, "it seemed that a light
from heaven came into my soul. It was as visible to my spiritual eye as a shooting

. is visible to the natural eye. It came to me directly. Then, 0 what joy and
■i- peace! I shouted 'Hallelujah!' and woke my wife. 'Is it all right now?' she asked.
‘ God j ' T. exc.l»imed. t shouted in bed and then got up and shouted." I'im
=4 coulti never doubt that he had been restored, but he vrarned others v/ho had been
vf’tonverted never to backslide. "It is a horrible life," he says, "but the Lord will
I take the backslider back, as the father did the prodigal son, if he will repent and

do the heavenly Father's v;ill,"

y Kim had a deep desire to share what he had experienced v/ith others, but he
■●V! realized how unprepared he was for so gfeat a work.. He was aware of his inadequate
^’'education and said for a long time, "Lord, I can’t preach; the people won't hear me

won't believe me," But the call v/as so insistent that at last he said, "/dl right,
vLord; give me favor in the sight of the people and help me in preparation. With the
Roly Spirit to lead I will do what I can."

I'
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Kim never lost sight of his promise that if the Lord would spare his life
he would do whatever the Lord wanted him to do. He said his call to the ministry
was as real to him as his conversion and reclamation. Aware of his need of better

preparation he studied as much as time would permit. He had few books and was too
poor to buy many. He carried a small New Testament in his pocket and if he sat down
to rest, or to let his team rest, while at work on the farm, he would read a few
verses or perhaps a whole chapter. He studied until late hours at night and spent
many hours on his knees in prayer v;hen others no doubt were asleep. He prayed, "Lord,
help me to know thy will and Word," and ultimately he heard the assurance, "f^y grace
is sufficient."

It was in June of the following year that Kim preached his first sermon. Many
friends encouraged him in his preparation for the ministry, but others tried in
various ways to hinder him. Some of his relatives even said that the Lord called
somebody else and Kim answered the call. Some of his old associates made sport of
him and said hard things about him. But in later years he had the pleasure of seeing
many of them converted in his meetings and of baptizing many who had made light of
him.

VII

The same summer tliat Kim preached his first sermon the Kentucky Christian Conference
gave him a license to preach and improve his talent. The Kentucky Conference was the
oldest conference in uhe Christian Chavch. The Christian Church was the oldest

indigenous religious body to appear in America. It was the result of the confluence
of three independent movements which arose in geographical separation at the close
of the eighteenth and the opening of the nineteenth centuries,. The first in North
Carolina and Virginia vias led by a si’iall group of Methodist clergymen of independent
temper who affirmed the right of the individual and yearned for freedom from the
bishopric and episcopal appointments. At first the issue was not doctrinal but

governmental. In time, however, it came to mean the right of the individual "to read
for himself, think for himself, interpret for himself, and act for himself, as well
as give an account for himself." In this new movement all ministers were to be on

an equality and laymen v/ere to have the balance of power in legislative matters.
Executive business was to be left to the church collectively.

The second stream vfhich later flowed into a united body of Christians arose
among some Baptists in Vermont v;ho proposed to build a church nonsectarian in name
and in freedom from sacramental and cioedal requirements. Christian cheuracter was
declared to be the only valid test of fellowship and membership in the church.
They were convinced that on no other basis could all follovxers of Christ be incor

porated in one visible fold. They held that Christian unity is possible without
uniformity of belief and practice, and that no church should erect a test that
excludes any follower of Christ.

The third tributary arose in Kentucky v/here some Presbyterians rebelled against
"the rocky stones of ecclesiastical doctrine" and agreed to take the Holy Scriptures
as their only rule of faith and practice. For a time they continued the Presbyterian
form of govern ment, but soon concluded that even this savored too much of ecclesiast
cism and that each church should be autonomous. The Last V/ill and Testament of the

Springfield Presbytery deserved careful study. It declares in one paragraph, "V/e will
that cur power of making laws for the g-^vernment of the Church, and executing them
by delegated authority, forever cease." Again, it was determined "that the Church of
Christ assume her native right of internal government," and "that each particular
church, as a body , . never henceforth delegate her right of government to any man
or set of men v/hatever,"

I?
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Thus, the Christian Church descended from a Methodist ancestry in the South,
1 j'o.'i Baptist forbears in New Fngland, and from Presbyterian parentage in Kentucky.
.●»i I’irst these three movements had no knowledge of each othef*, but state and regional
' {tiierences v/ere held as early as l80b in Kentucky, l807 or 1808 in Ohio and New

: and I Sit in Virginia. These early conferences had no authority and were
oartiful not to violate the liberty of churches or members. VJhen in session they advised

discoursed upon, gave reasons for and against, but they neither legislated
ri'ii- conjnanded. They feared organization of any kind and sometimes went so far as to

rov the records of their meetings lest they become binding ennactments.

The founding fathers of the Christian Church, in their respective sections of
r!if country aiid periods in time, had in common a dream of church union. Perhaps
C!ir:.:tian unity would define it better. They were convinced that sectarianism is a
r:hi. Thcdr object v;as not the formation of anotlier denomination but restoration of
».'if Apostolic Church. They vxere more desirous of furthering the cause of Christ
nr propagating their principles than in building a denomination. These Principles

ir. ubstance affirmed that (1) Christ is the only head of the Church; (2) Christian
Gufficient name for the followers of Christ; (3) The Bible is our only rule of

“ i‘.'. I'.ii and practice; (h) Individual interpretation of the Scriptures is the right and ●
Biii./ 0,1 Christian character is the cniy tost of Church membership; (6) Union
oi ali. the follovrers of Christ. The Christian Church had no formulated statement of

ic-drin.' but held to the substance of these six basic principles all of which they
b'.licved were Scriptural. The sixth principle v;as thought to be dependent on the
oU.r-r five,

'●.'ith many oi' the Christian churches and ministers there was an apparent in-
0 ilij'forence as to the future connection of the churches they organized so long as

they .idhered to these principles. However, bonas of fellowship were established by
:ji' these churcr^‘S in those areas v/here they v/ere most numerous, and this led

i.. =.re.= t.i.on of conferences and regional conventions. Gradually the desire arose
:;n;<rcnce that would extend the boundaries of acquaintance and fellow-
group of ministers sent circular letters to several conferences

j!iv.i i.iiig thorn tu join in forming a general convention. At least eight conferences
rr-spondod and the General Christian Convention was formed. The union was real but
quiti; informal. It was universally agreed that no conference or convention could
.M !‘og:ite to itself authority which had not been specifically vested in it by vote
Oi deiegat.ed representatives of the churches, nor could it hand dovm a directive
to the churches. In some instances churches and v/hole conferences developed an
>il.Lra“independent personality and temper. It v/as assumed that conferneces and con
ventions were wholly within their rights when acting for the churches on matters of

concern. The missionary boards v/ere not separate and autonomous corporations
tut. direct organic expressions of the missionary concern of the churches. But nc
church or minister could be punished for noncooperation.

Although gradually through the years the Christian Church became much like
other denorainations, there was a running debate as to v/hether the Christian Church
w.i:; a dehomination. Increasingly, by reason of integration and coordination of
entorprises and organizations, there v/as a denominational function if not consent
to that title.

\

1

gvner
» AJ:;nj)

join the Christian Church at Point Pleasant.^
●■●It i.cnqrh his parents v/ere members of the Brushy For.k ^Mgt.bpdigt .Churph; He asked his
foitt-r ;i.f ho had any objection to him joining the Christian Church, and his father
!»ii !, "Of course not, son; vrhichever church satisfies you best and wherever you feel

●yen can do the- most good.

ben Kim v/as converted he decided to

in oeptember 1881, Kim was ordained as a Christian minister at the annual
I i.ng of the Kentucky Christian Conference in Plumville, Kentucky. He v/as examined

● .'i r;o;nmittoe on the ministry among whose .members wer^ the Rev, G.
. fV<s«nT is 1
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the Rev. H. hcBeniel, the latter mthister the ^thor of the well-known gospel
The ordaining council was coirposed of thesongj '●Since Jesus Cane into My Heart.

' ReveTefias''2reclmHah‘'TKe67'T5*‘"B»'^^c^^ Ya*ell. During the ne^ly
thirty years he belonged to this conference he served ten years as vice-president
and four years as president. At a number of sessions of the conference he was asked

deliver the annual address. He also served terms as vice-president and president
of the Kentucky State Christian Conference.
to

Soon after their marriage, Kim and Carrie bought a small farm of thirty-seven
acres near Muses lHUs. They lived here several seasons, and while living there
two children w^e bom: Minnie Anna, and a son, Marion The son died when
he was about two years old. Kim and Carrie had to work hard for the support of their
family. He continued preaching at Point Pleasant and supplied other churches on a
part-time basis, but income from his ministerial work was small. He worked on the
farm during the week and went to his appointments over the weekends. He would ride
or drive as much as twenty and thirty miles on Sunday night after preaching in order
to be home the next morning to go to work on the farm. Only so could he meet his
obligations.

After a few seasons Kim decided to sell his small farm and went ^to the bark
and stove business in partnership with a Mr. .iilliam Bassett. The business did very
well for a time, but he trusted his partner too far. V^Tiile he was away preaching,
his partner skipped the country and left Kim to pay the debts he had incurred in
the name of the* firm. Kim sold the business to pay off some of the debts and took a
job of draying and freighting in an effort to pay off the rest. Some of the creditors
refused to wait for their money, so he had to sell his team and wagon to meet their

for both money and debts weredemands. "So I had nothing to bother me," Kira says.

gone.

The next problem was a place to live. He went to see his aunt, his father's
sister, and arranged to rent a house from her at Hillsboro, Kentucky in ^e same
county. With the house were some other small buildings, fourteen acres of ground,
and a fine orchard. Kim continued preaching on Sundays, walking 'to his appointments,
and worked during the week wherever he could find a job. His Grandfather H^st gave
him quite a bit of work since he lived near by. His grandfather also loaned him a
horse so he could put a crop into the small acreage where he was living. That ^^rst
year he raised about two hundred bushels of corn for his share of the crop, and a
fine garden provided plenty of potatoes and other vegetables for carmi^. The orc^rdj
produced a bumper crop of fruit, and chickens provided eggs and much of their meat. ;
A neighbor sold him a cow and calf on time, and later he sold the calf at a profit i
so that, before the year was over he had paid for the cow. Another neighbor also
loaned Kim a horse to ride to his appointments. However, this proved in the end to i
be less than fortunate. One Saturday he rode this horse to his appointment at mite ^
Oak in Greenup County. The horse was old and poor and slow. Kim says he could have .
walked faster then. When he reached White Oak he turned the horse into a pasture j
with some other horses. The next morning, v/hen he went to get his horse, he ^^^coyer^
that the horse had fallen over a cliff and was dead. Kim came home with seven dollars,,
he had received as an offering at White Oak. The owner valued the horse at ..
dollars, so Kim kept one dollar and paid six dollars to the oi^er \
a promise to pay the balance as rapidly as possible. He worked for the man at fi-ty ●;
cents per day to pay part of it, painted a picture and a house to discharge more of
the obligation, and gave the man a calf to cancel the rest of the debt.

!
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Kira's father didn't recover from his illness and died at a relatively early

age. He was a consecrated Christian, a great believer in prayer. Urn recalls that |
"the night he left this world he bade all goodbye with a smile and asked all to
meet him in heaven. VJhen he looked wistfully at me I went to him and said,
is it, papa?' He only said, 'Be good, warn others, md meet nie in heaven, Soon he

. .r

r?/.r
: ● ;



r^-

. was gone to the land of the happy and blest. I recall that my father didn't want
anything dark about his casket. He had saved lumber which lie. J. B. Muse had sawed
at his mill from a large yellow poplar tree cut on the home farm. He put the lumber
away in the garret and requested a Kr. Thomas h. Humphries, a carprater, to make
his coffin v/hen the time came. i-ir. Hun^hries took a lot of pains with it, and I
thought it v;as beautiful. It had no paint or yarnish at all.'.'

Kim and Carrie lived on his aunt's place about five years. While they were there
another son v/as born and they named him V/illiam Bassett. Kim then rented a larger
place at Hamburg? Kentucky a few miles further . During their stay here /vrthur
Grant and John Preston were born.

October^&^owing his ordination Kim conducted a revival in his home town
of Kuses Mills. Rev. R. B. Conley assisted him in the meetings. Since there was no
chui’ch‘bulIHing in the . town the meetings were held ^ a scho^ ho^ During the
meetings a number of young people and many heads of families were converted. In
Deceiflber of. that yejy he organized hisjrir^1^..c^ur^^ on the Principles of the Christian
Church, taking the name St. Jojm Cfeistii^^ClEwrch for its local designation. Eleven
members were on the charteiTrdll.~fhe application for membership in'the Kentucky
Christian Conference in Kim's own hand reads:"tJiow all persons by this, that on the
eleventh day of December, A. D. l88l, there was organized at Muses Mills school house
a Society of believers in Christ consisting of 11 members, for \^hich they take the
name Christian to the exclusion of all Party or Sectarian names, Christ the Head of
the Church in all things, the Bible their only Rule of Faith and Practice, Christian
Character the only test of fellowship and Church Membership, and Private Judgment
the right and duty of all. This organizing done by the Reverend Catherine Hampton
and the Reverend Archimades P. Hurst, regular ordained ministers of the Kentucky
Christian Conference, set apart to do such vrork in the Church. We the undersigned
members of the above organization extend a cordial welcome to all who will come and
take membership with us, the Bible to adjust all difficulties," The application was
signed by seven lay members of the church.

Kim became theXirst.pasAQ.r..Q.Lthe,,c^^^ A building committee and a finance
committee v/ere appointed pron^^tly. The site selected was at first"a wilderness of
brush and briars" and had to be cleared.'An extensive .ar.ea.w,a9 re^ril^ 1
cemetery. Kim describes the building which was erected on the site as ”thirt;j^s^
byl’orty-eight feet, well seated and lighted. T>xo good stoves were installed for
heatii^gV'and a nicely crafted Bible stand was made by one of the members. The
Reverend Doctor George '7. Mefford of Ripley, Ohio preached the dedication sermon
before a large audience.. The church building and Land were deeded to the Kentucky
Christian Conference." Kim was able to announce that the building was paid for with
a small balance in the treasury. A "love-gift offering" received for the visiting

that Dr. Mefford returned some of it to the church.

In

minister was so generous

Kim took great delight in the first church he was instrumental in found^,
partly because it was the first, and also because some of his relatives, including
his oldest sister Charlotte, were among the charter members. He pleaded for the unity
of all God's people. "The church grev; like a young plant in rich soil, he
"Inside two years the membership increased to one hundred^d th^ty. During the
nine year's I served as pastor over three Jiundred meg)ers were to fellowship,

two hundred and fifty were .bapilze'd, one hundred funerals were conducted,^
nearly tWo'hundred marriages were soleimiized. The church became a rell^gious railing
point for'people over a wide area and a favorite place for the Kentucky Christie
Conference to hold its annual sessions, kiany wonderful meetings have been held in
this house, some of the ablest ministers have preached here, scofes of people have
been saved, and some of the most wonderf\xl manifestations of God s power were

[Witnessed here."
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It was not thought strange in those days for a minister to ride horseback to
his appointments in that part of Kentucky. Since there were few bridges, they would
draw up their feet on the saddle when they came to a stream and swim the horse across
If they were walking they would undress and wade across, then don their clothes agair.
and continue their journey. Kim did this several times. If some ladies were in sight
he sin?)ly removed his shoes and socks and waded the stream with the rest of his
clothes on and just let them dry as he continued on toward his destination. One tii^e
in late winter he was on his way to the Crooked Creek Church in Lewis County. He was
afoot and the mushy ice was running down the North Fork of Licking River. He waited
a while but no one came along to set him across, so he took off his clothes and wadec
across, the vzater coming up to his arm pits and the floating ice scratching him some.
The v/ater was ice cold but he dressed again and went on singing "Happy on the V/ay,"

song he often sang in those days. He preached that night after walking thirty
miles from his home and felt repaid because they had a good meeting.

^‘5^ ’
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As he was walking home from an appointment at the Olive Church on the Licking
River Kim stopped at the Town of Nepton hoping to spend the night in a rooming house
or hotel, but some special attraction had brought many people into town and no
vacancies were available. Kim bought a lunch, picked up his grip and started on,
hoping to reach Johnstown Station where he was sure he could put up with some friends
As he walked up the railroad track he discovered that two negro men were following
him. VJhen he increased his speed they accelerated their pace. Not liking their
appearance, he decided when he came to a curve in the road to slip up a bank and
hide himself in a thicket of bushes behind a rail fence. VJhen the men came abreast
of where he was hiding he heard one of them say, "That fellow must have gone like ●
hell." In a few minutes they returned and went on toward town. Kim was of the opinior.
they suspected him of having some money and were planning to rob him. "They didn»t
know I was a preacher, " he twitted, "or they wouldn't have followed me for that
purpose." Kim slipped back into a pasture and lay down on the blue grass, using his
grip for a pillow. Soon he was sound asleep. The next morning he walked to the depot
and caught a train for home, arriving in time for dinner.

Kim always thought it paid to go to his appointments even in the stormiest
weather. Ckie week he had an appointment at I’Jhite Oak in Greenup County about sixty

the ground which made it troublesome
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miles away. About six inches of snow’were on
walking, but he started out. He-had in mind a Vir. Bailey's home about half way
where he knew he could stay the first night. It vxas dark when he reached Harrison's
Tan Yard and he had several miles yet to go. It was raining and freezing and the

very inviting. He stopped at two or three
■t t, .

bright lights in the cheerful homes were
places and asked to stay over night, but they all said they didn't keep travelers.
VJhen he reached Vir^ Bailey's home he was welcomed cheerfully. His feet were wet and
cold, and his ice-coated hat was as heavy as two or three hats. VJhen he took off
his coat it was frozen so stiff it stood alone when he put it on the floor. "How I
did enjoy the cheerful old time fireplace," he says, "and the good hot coffee with
hot com cakes, backbones, and potatoes 1 After prayer I tumbled into a feather bed.
How good it felt I"

The next day Kim went on to his destination where he preached Sunday morning
and Sunday night in a school house. There was no organized church there then. On
Monday he started back home and stopped over night with the Reverend„Wft8l6.^_Fultz
.aiJtesleyville. Kim always cherished the memory of the dear old brother for all he
did for him, for the aged preacher saddled two horses, one for Kim and one for himse.
and took Kim over half way home. He found all well when he reached home but had ^.itt.
of monetary value to show for his trip. He had received only two dollars in cash and
a home knit pair of socks, but there were several converts and Kim felt it was worth
the effort in spite of some unpleasantness. Later he held a revival at VJhite Oak tha
was so successful the people were ready to organize and erect a church building. On
the way home he stopped again to see the Reverend Wesley Fultz, this time riding
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Kim was endowed with a resonant voice whose ringing tones sounded rich and full
v/hether he was speaking or singing^ indoors or out. His singing voice was well adapted
to solo work or the leading of congregational singing, and his spoken words carried
clearly to the most distant listener. His strong vocal powers enabled him to preach
and sing night after night for weeks vrLthout becoming hoarse. He devoted seven years
almost exclusively to evangelistic work and he confesses that he enjoyed this much
better than regular pastoral work. Much of the preaching in mild weather was in tents
and out-of-doors.

Kim had learned the rudiments of music so that he could read music readily and. f
could chord on the organ and piano. Since he received little financial remuneration
in 1'd.s preaching, he frequently conducted singing schools in conanunities where there
had been little opportunity for such training. In these schools he taught people how
to read music by use of the syllable names of the different tones in the scale

do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do. Scarcely more was done than to acquaint the pupils
with the sin?)le facts about musical terminology and notation so they could sing
uninvolyed hymn tunes — kinds of notes, treble and bass clefts, sharps and flats,
tempo signature, et cetera. During his active ministry Kim conducted over one hundred ‘
such singing schools, mostly in rural communities. He found it a great help in his ●
ministry. Sometimes he would teach one or two terms of singing school and follow up
with a protracted meeting, using the singing school pupils as a choir in the meeting.
Some of the pupils were converted in the meetings and became useful members of the «
church. Ten of his pupils became singing school teachers and others became choir

directors. The small fees Kim charged were a very helpful supplement to the meager
income he received from tlie churches he served.

. In one of the revivals Kim conducted he was singing one of the revival hymns I
that were in use at. that time. A man stood up in his place and said, “Preacher, I
don’t like your song." IVhen Kira asked him why he didn't like it he replied, “Because
it gets into my bones. It makes my bones hurt," Kim paused a moment and then said,
“I believe you are mistaken about the ailment, brotherj it likely is your heart ●●
instead of your bones." The audience laughed but the; man'did not.

When not holding revivals or conducting singing schools Kim worked at hard
manual labor in order to gain means for the support of his family. Sometimes this
opened doors for his ministry which otherwise would have remained closed. For a brief
period he lived and worked with the coal miners in southeastern Kentucky, and at the
same time did some preaching among the miners, “t][iank God, to good effect, “ On a
Saturday night, vjhile holding a meeting in a log school house, a man irtio was a bo^ood’
chum came to hear him preach. The man was working in the timber some miles distant. ^
When he heard that a man by the name of Hurst was holding a revival meeting, he
vrondered if it could be the Kim Hurst he had known as a boy and came to see. They
had not only played together as boys, but on one occasion Kim had saved Dos' life
in the river hills near Vanceburg, Kentucky, A drunken man attempted to plunge a
knife into Dos, and Kim pushed the y.

over an embankment at a rock quarry,

"Well, Kim, it sure is youi" Dos Littleton exclaimed, “and you a preacher 1"
“Yes," Kim replied, “and I wish you were too. Are you a member of the church?" VJhen
Dos told him he wasn't Kim laid his hand on his shoulder and said, '‘Don't vqu think ^
it's about time to begin? I want you to listen while I preach." Dos did listen very ^
attentively as Kim preached from the text, “Repent ye, therefore, and be converted ,
that your sins may be blotted out," Several times he noticed tears in Dos' eyes, Dos
returned to the services Sunday morning, and on Sunday night he brought his brother
James with him. Both went forward to the altar and were converted. Shortly after,
Dos Littleton felt a call to the ministry, and years later served as president of
the Kentucky Christian Conference.
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/. Kim continued the revival for tvelve nights with many converts. At the conclusion
of the revival he organized the converts into a church vxith “Christian'* their only
name, the Bible their only rule of faith and practice, Christian charactee the only

* test of fellowship, and private judgment the right and duty of all. The church
named I4iller»s Chapel, A Kethodist preacher by the name of Sexton joined and about
seventeen i^'.ethbdist members followed him into the new church. Another Methodist

layman became very angry about it. Standing up in the meeting with a revolver in
his hand and said, "You better take that old devil away from here, and that other
man, too, (referring to Kim and the former Methodist preacher) if you want them
to live any longer." "Instead of us being killed," Kim says, "the Jx>rd helped and
many precious souls were brought into the kingdom. And as for the bully he thought
he was, he was locked up in the county jail, not for what he did to us but for
killing another man."

f

Kim was surprised when he was invited to dinner by some folks he had been
, told were angry because some of their relatives had joined the Christian Church.
Some others were invited, also. Although the woman met him and took his hat and
coat, he thought he detected a coolness in her attitude, l-flien there was an oppor-

" tunity another lady who was a member of the Christian Church warned Kim to partake
only of such things as the others ate and drank, so he was careful. V/hen he was
served a cup of coffee, the lady who had warned him shook her head. He caught an
odor that was unpleasant, and he thought he detected a strange color on top of the
coffee. So he passed it on to the man of the house who was seated next to him.
Quickly the woman took it away and poured it out. Later he was told that this
woman was "laying for him" because it v;as her son v;ho had threatened the preachers, ‘
and she supposed Kim was going to be a witness in the case when her son v;as brought
to trial for alleged murder, "God brought me through that as well as through many

, other episodes," Kim says. "It seems that somehow the Lord will provide,"

One of the converts who became a member of Miller's Chapel was a seventy-tv?o
. year old man by the name of Stone. He told Kim that his father had taught him to

"cuss" as he called it so that he had become a very profane man. After his baptism
he said to Kim, "Preacher, I'm afraid," "You don't need to be afraid now," Kim
assurred hi, "it's all over now." But the old man said, "I'm afraid I will cuss.
What if I do?" Kim smiled and said, "If-you do. Brother Stone, go down on your
knees and ask the Lord to forgive you. Then ask him to help you not to sv^ear any- .
more,

: he conducted a testimony meeting. He was a great believer in having nevx converts
; give public testimony. After tv;o or three had testified, Mr, Stone got up. Pointing

his finger at Kim, he said, "Just as I expected. Preacher; I cussed." "di," Kim
; said, half exclaiming and half questioning; "tell us about it." "Well," he sighed^

"I was rolling a backlog into my fireplace and I caught my thumb between the log
and the jamb rock, and I said, 'Damn the thing]*" "And what did you do then?" Kim
asked. "I went down on my knees just as you told me," he explained with deep
seriousness, "and asked the Lord to forgive me, I said, 'I said, Lord, don't let
me cuss anymore,

of cussing since that time," he said, his face brightening, Kim says that "the old
man lived a devoted Christian life for two years, and when he died left a bright
■testimony of acceptance with his Lord."

Kim served as pastor of Hiller's Chapel for two years, riding or driving sixty
■lies to his appointment each month. A number of older people were converted in the

.regular Sunday services. One was a ninety-six year old man by the name of Roberts
^●who said he hadn't been to church for fifteen years. Vihen Kim gave the invitation,
■●ihe old man went forward and knelt at the altar. "He prayed earnestly," Kim says,
●"the tears streaming down his cheeks and his white locks waving as he shook his

'■ head and looked up pleading for forgiveness. He was gloriously saved. I shall
forget how he stood before the congregation and gave an exhortation, his

/;4y«e fairly dancing with joy."

was

Kim went away for a month. V/hen he returned fir services, as was his custom.

"Have you?" Kim asked. "No I haven't, and I haven't even thought
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Another convert at Miller's Chapel was a Mrs. Hanunond who was one hundred
and one years old. After her conversion, Kim says, "she Jujnped and shouted like
a girl. She lived only about two years and went home to glory,"

Because of the distance from his home Ki^ urged Miller's Chapel to call
someone else to be their pastor. It took too much time and energy for him to drive
one hundred and twenty miles round trip each month. The year after he concluded
his pastorate he was called back to preach four funerals, all on a Sunday. On his
way on Friday he stopped for the night at Bullseye Springs near Fontana, Kentucky
where he had previously held a very successful meeting. There he was told that
Flora Buck, the thirteen year old daughter of a wealthy merchant, was sick and
not expected to live through the night. The next morning Kim decided to stop by
the Buck home before going on to Miller's Chapel v;here the funerals were to be
held. As he approached the door he met the doctors coming out and asked about
Flora's condition. "Just alive, and it won't be long now," they agreed. "If you
want to see her go on in, it won't hurt that dear girl." Then one of the doctors
added, "That girl is a puzzle to me. She is happy all the time,"

When Kim went into the room. Flora looked up, smiled and reached her hand,
Kim took her hand and and said, "How are you, Flora?" She responded, barely above
a whisper, "0, I'm all right, Brother Hurstj happy as I can be all the time, I am
so glad you have come. You'll stay with me until I go home, won't you?" "Uhy, Flora
Kim replied, "you are at home now." "0, yes," Flora agreed, "I know I'm at papa's
home, but I mean until I go home where Jesus is." When Kim suggested that no one
knew when that might be, and that it might not be soon, Flora said, "No, I am going
home tomorrow night at two o'clock." Kim told her that he was on his way to Miller'
Chapel to conduct four finerals the next day and that it would be a great disappoir.
ment to the folks if he didn't arrive in time, "Then you must go ahead," Flora
agreed,"and preach those funerals, but I want you to come back Monday and preach
my funeral. Have them carry me up and set me at the head of Grandmother's grave by
the big cedar tree, I would like you to stand there and preach my funeral at two
o'clock Monday." Kira promised that he would. He went on to Miller's Chapel and
preached the four funerals, two in the forenoon and two in the afternoon with dinnt
served on the ground. VJhen he returned to the Buck home on Monday he was told that
Flora had passed to her heavenly home the night before as the clock stXMck two.
As the hour approached she told them all goodbye and then asked them to bring her
baby brother, Jimmie, from an adjoining room where he was sleeping so she could
kiss him goodbye. "Meet me in heaven," she whispered as she waved her hand and
passed away. They carried out the funeral as Flora had requested.. Flora had been
converted in a meeting Kim had held in the community two years before, but none
of her family was a Christian until after her death. This e^qperience turned the
rest of the family, Kim says.

Kim was called to preach many funerals all over the area. One time he was
called to preach the funeral of a woman on Bards Creek in Carter County. The woman
had belonged to the Christian Church in her youth but after her marriage had moved
to a section where there was no church of this denomination. Still she held to the
principles of the Christian Church and left the request that a Christian minister
conduct her funeral. One of her grown sons refused to come to the funeral to hear
Kim preach. In time, however, he changed his attitude. Kim had the pleasure of
receiving five of the lady's children and thirteen of her grandchildren into churc
membership. Tv?o of the sons, including the one who had refused to attend his
mother's funeral, became ministers in the Christian Church.

Kim was called to Greenup County to preach the funeral of a man who had fallt
into the pit at a saw mill. His body was sawed in pieces and flesh was thrown
against the walls and roof of the shed. The man had never made a profession of
religion, Kim preached on the resurrection and left the man "in the hands of a jo^
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and mefciful God. Although from childhood Kim had abhorred the thought of anyone
dying ’’out of Christ and going to hell," he says, "I am persuaded that we shall
see many people in heaven that we didn't expect to see there, and may not see
some we felt sure would be there, I am glad we have a merciful God or none of us
would be there."

' During Kim's pastorate at the Mt. Zion Church in Nicholas County, a devoted
member, a I'lrs. Nicholas became critically ill. She was a leader in the Sunday
School and was loved by everybody. The doctor could do nothing for her and she
told the family that by the next evening she would be in heaven praising God.
She asked her husband to send for Kim to preach her funeral. She wanted her body
to be interred in the cemetery near the church she loved and ^diere she had \/orshipped
so long. She said, "I want Brother Hurst to get here in time to sing for me the
song that was sung for my mother just before she passed away," This community was
about twenty-five miles from Kim's home. A young man came on horseback to bring
Kim the message, Kim saddled his horse and rode as swiftly as possible to the home.
Friends were anxious and didn't think he would get there in time to sing the song,

but the dying woman said, "Yes, he will; I see him now riding horseback. He's
coming very fast along Peck's Ridge," The folks thought she was delirious and
didn't knov; what she was saying. Previously he had always driven horse and buggy

' and they assumed he would come that way this time. Again I)rs. Nicholas said, "He
;● Vfill soon be here, I see him on this side of the river,"
> ●

When Kim arrived he went into the house at once. About twenty of her relatives
and friends were there, lirs. Nicholas appeared to be very happy. "God bless you,

' my dear Pastor, and keep you faithful," she said as she reached her hand, "Hy v/ork
is done and the dear Lord is calling me home. Rest a little, then I'd like you

to sing the hymn, 'How tedious and tasteless the hours when Jesus no longer I see;
Sweet prospects, sweet birds, and sweet flowers, have all lost their sweetness to
me." Kim sang the hymn and read a passage of Scripture, Then, at her request, he
administered the Lord's Supper, It was an impressive and happy occasion. Although
Iirs, Nicholas was weak, she joined in singing one verse of another hymn which was
widely used then, "I Will heet You in the Horning, Over There," "Then," Kim says,
"she folded her hands on her breast, closed her eyes and mouth, .and went to sleep
in Jesus," Kim preached the funeral from the text, "Blessed are the dead v/ho die
in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labors, and their works do follow them," (Rev. Il4:13),

One Sunday night while he was pastor of the Mt, Zion Church, Kim noticed some
: people who took their seats in the very front pew. One of the ladies v/as dressed

in black and v/ore a black silk bonnet. He learned later that she was blind, Kim

; preached on the account of Jesus' trip v;ith his disciples to Jericho where a
blind beggar sat by the roadside. VTien he heard that Jesus of Jesus of Nazareth
was passing by he cried out, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me," ’.Jhen
Jesus asked the blind man what he v;anted the blind man said, "Lord, that I might
receive my sight." /uid Jesus said to him, "Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee
whqie," And immediately the man received his sight. Kim hadn't preached long until

‘ the lady in black began to sob. He didn't understand at the time, but did later,
Vihen he gave the invitation at the close of the sermon, the lady came forv/ard

[ with her right hand extended as she pushed the bonnet back from her face vdth her
; left hand, "Do you want to confess Christ as your Saviour?" Kim asked as he took

her by the hand, /hen she indicated that, she did, he took her confession and led
in prayer. He then extended the hand of fellowship to her and invited others in

. the congregation to do likewise, Kim says he never saw a greater "melting time"
'.‘among people than at that time. He baptized her in the Licking River near the Upper

:● Blue Licks and says he never baptized a person vdth greater ease. Her name was
‘ Anna Perott, ’.vhen Kim first sav/ her she was dressed in black, but was dressed in ^

; white when she was baptized. A few years later Kim preached her funeral and again
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she had asked to be dressed lefts'll h^ve^ Fo?’thW«o
Hurst, I never got to see you here, but I see in heaven,
years I have been unable to see the light of day, Du^ i snaxi.

on his «ay home fron. - ^PPf \ZVii^Z ^h^tr'h'allL^'^erraUed
toward the road from a/arm house to pray for her. and
to Kim and said. "Our daughter is „ent into the house. The girl
none of us can pray." ““^estly for God's mercy. She seemed
had turned toward the wall ^d was pray for a few moments,
to realize she was nearing ® ● . „j.ied ""Jhat will I do? Please pray for

t.T --- -.rsr
“.s;: i .r..r u».». p--«» joip.- «● ●“
changed their manner of life. ^ ,

While preaching at Cory Chapel ® thrservice’^he''^okrrspecial word
with many others. VIhen ^ ^ome " he said, "before you retire, get your
to the young converts, .hen you g . „f ,,o„r oarents to pray before you

Bible and read a chapter. Then ^^-"“^^twelve'yrar’^ord girl d?d this, and the
bed. It might prove a ^,iaer than she came with her to

1707^+pH Her oraver had won them. Kim remembers vividly

;

II

i

V

●3

go to . o
next night her parents and
the services and were
the baptismal service
Kentucky* (See photograph)
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conducted '<hat he . n somewhat over eighty years of age, became
meeting an old man ^y^^® J j, invited the preachers to go home with him
convicted and wanted to be saved. He in neverend James Thmlen was assisting
for the night so they could pray f°r him. his wife and

kirn in the meeting. While ^^e Luse^^One of the daughters said, "lou
daughters welcomed the preaohers home, and we felt in our souls
had a good meeting. We had a prayer ^eti^ u®kL Lir"w« did have a good

"SSSnT ,
V«.en Grandpa Cox came in^ the^bo^- -J® h^me^'pS'iorT!" X

ntifoA owrlgX/GrUa said^ rin5'::tTme‘’fort^: ^eachen
punpkin pies?" When she said she had ^ ^aid^ ™^„y^r me. And bring them
?ri think they will ^av®^ to stay^up all^night^o prj^^
some good sweet milk, too. Preachers." The Reverend Tumlen prayed and
are going to have to pray for me ®e®“i^P”talked wi™ the old man and quoted
Kim san4 a couple of soi^s. ^ we repent of our sins God will forgive,

rerrc^k^irck re.ru^a^crsa^^ To hi! Wife. "lou'd better fix the
preachers' bed; they must have some rest.

The preachers retired, but about four o'clock a
'●Preacher!, you'll have to get up and pray for "® ®e®^‘ give these
dressed. Vftien they went themselves and went to prayer
Dreachers some more puirpkin pie, j the church for the forenoon

Ttil daybreak. After "t!! gloriously saved. Kim
services. During Throhio River.
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As he drove or rode to his appointemnts and returned hone Kim was confronted
...with unexpected opportunities to be of some help. On one occasion, as he was
jpassing a Crawford’s place, he saw that the house was in flames. He stopped
;■ and helped the man carry as much goods out of the house as possible, but the house
, and much of the contents were reduced to ashes, Kim also helped to save the barn
from burning. He was glad -that he could be of some help. The rest of the family

Lwas away and Mr, Crawford was alone.

On another occasion Kim was coming home from an appointment at Rice's Chapel
'in Carter County, Heavy rains made traveling difficult. Suddenly Kim saw an object
;● which appeared to be struggling in the mud* His horse shied at the object, so he
I got out into the mud which came almost to his boot tops and discovered that the
I object was a two-year old child gasping for breath* He wiped the mud from the

I child’s mouth and nose and eyes and carried the little fellow to the door* When
l^the mother came to the door in response to Kim's call and realized what had happened

; to the child she became desperately excited. "He’s all right now," Kim said, ".Ml
,he needs is a good cleaning," Kim went in and washed, then went on his way rejoicing
j-^hat he had been able to rescue the child. The father and mother, who were good
j’Christian folk, could never cease thanking Kim for saving the child’s life. In after
j;fears Kim moved from that area and he often wondered what became of the curly-headed
■;boy and whether he grew to manhood,

i ■ In one of Kim’s meetings the Indian vrjfc of a vrhite man was converted while

j sitting in her seat. The next night she was back at the service rejoicing in her
nev/ly found faith. In his sermon Kim declared that "King Jesus has the victory

. and will give it to all who trust him." V/hen he said this the Indian woman began
j=to laugh. With her eyes fairly dancing in her head, she waved her hands and
I shouted, "Hurrah for Jesus I Hurrah for Jesusi'*'

One night when Kim was preaching in a school house an elderly woman who was
"ftomewhat deficient mentally spoke out while he was preaching and said, "If you was

I the man you ought to be you would kick those men out of the house who are spitting
●their tobacco juice on the floor of God’s house," The people understood, but some

j thought this woman was more proper than the brighter people who were guilty of such
iconduct.

In the midst of one of Kim’s services a man who was quite tipsy made his way
up the aisle and stopped in front of the pulpit. Looking up at Kim he stammered,
"I like you. I’m one of your converts. Don’t you think I’m a Qxristian?" Kim replied,

' "Tou do look a lot like one of my converts, but you don’t act or smell much like
, one of the Lord’s converts." The man turned and retraced his winding way
jdoor. Kim thought the Lord did a better job'than that .when he saved a

to the

man.

Early in his adult life Kim became a member of the secret order of Free and

I Accepted Masons, Fleming Lodge No. 112, in Flemingsburg. Kim felt that Masonry with
its emphasis on union and brotherly love had . been a great help to him in his
fiinisterial work as well as in times of sickness and in travels. To those vjho felt
fthey couldn't live a true Christian life and belong to a secret fraternity such
!V the Masons Kim said, "If this is the way you feel, you ought not think of
[Joining it, but my observation is that as a fraternal order it is helpful to
jaembers and their families as well as to the community at large. Masonry should
not take the place of the church. It has its place in helping people fraternally
;^ind morally in this v/orld, but the church has its distinctive place in preparing
;!l»en for a spiritual life and an eternal home above,"
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Usually Kira was well received vrherevcr he went, but there were times when he
met considerable opposition. At one tire he v;as preaching in a part of Lewis County {
which was noted for drunkenness, thir r.'y, proioiiity, and other disgraceful conduct
on the part of both men and women. Kim preeched some strong srrmons against sin and
immorality. A couple of preachers had been driven out of the place, and some got

angry at Kim that they said they were not going to allow him to continue preaching
there. One night he went home with a Civil VJar veteran who seemed fearless. \/hen
they retired Kim went to sleep promptly as was his custom. In about an hour he av;oke J
suddenly as if someone had touched him. He listened and thought he heard someone at
the window. Turning over he saw the forms of two men outside. With light step he
went to the bed where his host was sleeping and in a lov; tone said, "Brother John,
some men are outside the house,

up over the doorway he took down the gun he had brought vfith him from the Army. x\S i
he opened the door and stepped out the men ran. Two shots rang out over their heads
and they were not disturbed the rest of the night. Someone reported later that he
had seen two revolvers in Kim's saddle pockets, something Kim hadn't carried since
he accidentally shot himself. "The only weapon I carried," he says, "was the sword
of the Spirit, the Holy Bible."
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Keep cool, Brother Hurst," he replied* ReachingII II
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On another occasion Kim went to the Crooked Creek Church to hold a revival,
had gone to town to get some whisky

i
'■Jhen he arrived he was told that some "toughs"
to embolden them to break up the meeting. They were determined that no one was^
going to hold a meeting there. Two Civil VJar soldiers, a Mr. Redman and a iir. Canady,
told Kim to do the preaching and they would do the fighting. "Wait until I call for
help before you do any fighting," Kim adjured them.

Soon after the service started two rough looking fellows stalked in and strode ^
down the aisle. One of them took off his old flop-down hat and struck a man over the v
face. "Get up from there and let me sit down," he ordered. Kim politely requested i
their attention, but they began to curse and threaten, ’/^en they continued to cause ;
a disturbance, Kim stepped down and caught one of them by the coat collar. Pulling

. him out of his seat he led him to the pulpit and set him down. "My friend," Kim.
said, "I want you to sit here and watch the door. I have been told that some men
have gone to town to get some whisky and have threatened to come back and break up
the meeting. I vrant you to watch the door and let me know if they come in so I can i
take care of them." Kim says the fellow shook like Belshazzar shook when he saw ■
the handwriting on the wall. He sat there until Kim had finished his sermon, then j,
asked if he might go. "Yes, you may go," Kim said, "and both of you be good." The
next night this same fellow came to the church, not to break up the meeting but to
seek a better life. He went to the altar when Kim gave the invitation, joined tlj^e
church, and became a faithful member. The other fellow went to a dance the follovring']^^
Saturday night and was stabbed during a fight. He died cursing and swearing.
preached his funeral the following Wednesday. The man's widowed mother vient insane % c

the way her son had died and died in the asylum.
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Some months later Kim had a frightening experience when he had gone to this
same Crooked Creek Church to fill his appointment. He had preached on Saturday night,?,
Sunday morning and Sunday night to lar-e crowds. The offering of forty dollars was
the largest he had received up to this time. Although he was thirty miles from home, g.
he decided to return home after the Sunday night service. A man v;ho vras a stranger a".
asked him if he was going home that night and, if so, whether he would go by way of | ^
Tolesboro. Not suspecting anything, Kim replied in the affirmative. ^
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then coming nearer. It sounded as if they were comlnp***
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One of them ran a "bottle houtt" Id LiWr! f ^ continue the revival,
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One of the churches Kim was instrumental in organizing wae at Crain Creek
about six..milea. from Muses”'Kills ,' He was invited to come "arid preach in ah "old
s'cHooi house. When he arrived he was told that three young men inside had vowed

^ there would be no preaching there that day. They would see to that, Tvro of the
men were sons of a distiller of whisky and brandy. However, Kim went on with the

if: service without any interference, Vflien he had concluded his sermon one of the
V young men stood up and said, "Are you coming back to preach again?" Kim replied
^ that he would come back if the people wanted him. The young man, who was one of the
distiller’s sons, strode up to the front and threw down a twenty-five cent piece ●
on the stand table and said, "Come on, boys, if you want him to come back," The boys >
responded with about three dollars, Kim did go back, and that fall he held a
rdvival meeting which resulted in the organization of the Crain Creek Christian
Church with thirty-three charter members* During his ministry there he had the joy ;

X of baptizing and receiving to membership the sons and the daughter and wife of the ?
distiller.

f

One time Kim was conducting a singing school in Morehead, the county seat of . f
Rowan County, On Saturday he started on horseback to his appointment at Crain Creek,

’J' A Reverend , Button. a Disciples of Christ minister was pastor of a church in
- "the "same dirStion, rode along with him. The Disciple minister was also principal

of the High School in Koorehead, When they came to Triplet Creek they found it very
full because of heavy rains the night before. A stranger, who obviously was quite
drunk, was waiting on the bank for someone to put him across, Kim was riding a small
saddle mare and the other minister was riding a bigger horse, Kim suggested that he

would cross first, and if he made it across all right the other minister might take
the stranger on behind and cross, Kim's mare swam across easily. Then the Reverend
Button helped the stranger on behind. They crossed without difficulty, the extra
passenger holding on to the minister for dear life. When he slid off behind he
drew a bottle of whisky from his pocket and offered the parsons a drink which they 5
refused, They went on their way \Jith wet feet and legs, the Disciples minister to
Big Brushy, and Kim to Crain Creek,

There were only thirteen persons at church that trip because of the high waters,:
All of the young men were in their teens and none of them had ever made a public
profession of religion. When the time for the service arrived Kim said, "Well, boys
it looks like nobody else is coming but I am willing to preach if you will stay."
"That’s what we came for," they replied. Kim invited them to help him sing some
songs and then he preached, using as his text Psalm 119:9, "VJherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy word," He tried
to show them that the only way was to obey the word of God, During his ministry at
Crain Creek he had the pleasure of receiving all thirteen into church membership,
and two of them became preachers. He alv/ays thought it vias worthwhile going to that
appointment even if he did have to swim his horse to get there,

Vlhile Kira was pastor of the Crain Creek Church they held a "basket meeting"
with preaching in the forenoon and again at three in the afternoon. After he had
eaten dinner he walked about a quarter of a mile to see an elderly member who v:as
sick. After a short visit and prayer he returned to the church and found that six
young men, ail intoxicated, had arrived ahead of him. One of them was pretending
to preach, and others were using abusive language. Some of the women were trying
to get them to leave, but they refused to go, Kim stepped into the house and said,
"Here, here I what goes on here? Vihy all this disturbance?" One of the women said, s
"These boys are acting something awful to be in a church house," Kim took one of the
boys by the arm and said, "You boys go up some dark hollow and whoop arid holler as [
loud as you can" Then he turned to the others and said, "Not everybody out of the
house so the janitor can lock the door. I will be back for my next appointment, but /
there will be no more meeting here today," Late that evening two of the boys came '
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to see Kim about the disturbance and he advised them to go to the sheriff anc
^gVtlty of disturbing the service. They did as he advised and the judge reduce
fine to one hundred dollars each. Kim says he never knew.the boys to be drunk

, that*

●; j ■■
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For seven years Kim devoted much of his time to evengelistic work. Some
preaching was in southeastern Kentucky during the terrible feuds between the .
and Hatfields in Knott County, the Unden^ood quarrel in Rowan and Carter coun

the Hargis and Jones trouble in Floyd County, and the Toliver and Logan broil
Rowan County. Kim says, "Those were troubled and frightening times. Twice whei

I gun cracked I heard a bullets vrhistle by closer than I wanted it to. One day <
was riding along a man on horseback approached in a gallop. I'Jhen he saw me he
his horse off into the bushes. Kim could see him v;ith his gun and called out,
^are you doing out there? Come here." As the man rode out of the bushes Kim sa*

"Are you going my way?" "I don't know," the man replied evasively. "0 yes," Ki
B&id, "Come and ride by my side." As they rode along the man spoke quite freel

""I don't believe I know who you are," he said, "You ought to," Kim said, "I 1*
vrtio you are. Your name is Caudle. You have heard me preach." The Caudles were
runners, although Uncle Bill Caudle was a Baptist preacher and a good Christia
"Oyes," Caudle said, "you are Preacher Hurst. I didn't know at first who you
and I came near shooting you. I'm sure glad I didn't." "I'm glad, too," Kim re
with a characteristic smile. The next day he reached Martinsburg where he prea
over Sunday.

' One fall there was trouble in Rowan County over the election of a sheriff
On his way to Salt Lick, just over the line from Rowan in Bath County, to hold
jneeting for a Methodist pastor, the Reverend ’.iilliam Childers, Kim crossed the
Licking River at Hoores Ferry and walked up the river bank. At the top of the '
two men were seated with their guns. They didn't observe Kim at first, but vrhe)
cleared his throat they jumped to their feet and raised their guns to their fai
"Haiti" they ordered. Kim stopped about thirty yards from them and said, "Boys
have lost my halter." './hen he started again, one of them shouted, "Stop!" and
replied, "I've lost my stopper," "Are you Cook Humphrey?" the first man asked.
V/hen Kim assured them that he wasn't Cook Humphry, one of the candidates for
sheriff, they lowered their guns and Kim walked to them. He told them who he v/£

and where he was going to hold a meeting. As he started on he invited them to £

the meetings, "We just might do that," one of them said, '^Anyw&y we are glad w€
didn't shoot." One night during the meeting these two men with ten others crone

church, and Kim tho\ight they looked everyone present in the face. They helped v.
the ’singing and stayed until the invitation hymn was announced. Then they filed
out of the building. In a few minutes Kim heard what sounded like a pistol she
some distance from the church. "Notwithstanding the trouble,
good meeting in which several men and women were saved,"

Kira was invited to hold a revival about Welve miles back in the river hil

■from Quincy, Kentucky and he asked a young minister by the name of Penrod to as
him. They tfaveled by steamboat up the Ohio River about eighty miles to Quincy,
then walked the twelve miles back into the river hills. It was night, but the s
were shining so they could follow the plain county road without difficulty. Ho

fWhen they came to a cross road they turned the vrrong way at the top of a steep .
I The road ran through a timber and they soon got lost. Being quite tired, Kim
suggested that they sit down to rest, and soon he dozed off to sleep. The young

■ preacher roused him and said, "Let's be going," V/hen Kim asked him where he sai(
I don't know, but I'm afraid here." Kim thought it would be better for them to

Kim says, "v;e had

A ●-
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lie down on the leaves until morning, but Penrod said he was afraid of the bears

and panthers and snakes that were reputed to be in the hills● So they started

”I‘m not sure, but I think we are about a mile from Brother Logan's place,
Kim said. "If so, I can tell in a minute. Old Major, the Logan's dog will bark.
So Kira yelled at the top of his voice and a dog barked in the distance. "That's

eld Major," he said. "There's a deep canyon between here and there, so we must be
careful." Down the hill they went through brush and briars, over boulders and
through wild grape vines. Suddenly Kim fell over a precipe and lit about fifteen
feet below brush and briars. Luckily no bones v/ere broken but he was severely
bruised and scratched. A wild cat squalled in the nearby woods. Kim called to young
Penrod to bear to his right and feel his way down. This he did, stumbling over
boulders and feeling his way. Soon they were down to a farm road which led down

branch to Uncle Abe Logan's farm. The dog kept barking and met them at the gate.
Kim petted his chubby head and the dog went with them to the door. The Logans
were expecting the preachers and Aunt Patty Logan had supper ready and waiting
for them*

After a good time laughing and talking about their experiences they retired
about nine o'clock. The two preachers had to sleep in the same bed with the Logan's
son, Sam. Kim slept behind next to the wall, Sam on the outside, and Penrod in the
mid^e. Soon Penrod was asleep and dreaming the wild animals of the forest were

after him. He started to jump out of bed, but Kira caught him and persuaded him to
lie down, Kim had just gotten to sleep again v/hen Penrod, with a loud groan, jumped |
out of the bed and ran to the door as if to i^ock it. Kim got him back in bed where |
he slept until morning. Kim thought Penrod looked and acted a bit strange the next |
day, but he stayed and helped with the meeting. "We had a splendid meeting," Kim ' \
says, "with some forty converts, and the wild cats didn't get us either! If I had I
been afraid of the wild cats and other animals of the forest I should have missed f
many of ny appointments, for there -were many wild animals in Kentucky at that time. |
But I must say I am more afraid of some two-legged animals than of the four-legged y
●nee*

on.
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In the month of 1689« Kim went to V/est Virginia to conduct some singing f
schools and some revival meetings. He stopped overnight in the town of Powelltown I
and was directed to a home where a widow had facilities for putting up transients, '?
and also served meals. Vihen he was settled in his room ke went into the parlor to j
wait for supper to be served. In a few minutes the lady came back into the parlor
and asked, "Have I ever seen you before? VAiere are you from?" When Kim informed
her she smiled and said, "I'm from Kentucky, too, near Flemingsburg," When Kira .?
told her that he was from Fleming County, too, and that his name was Hurst, a }
Christian minister, her face brightened and she asked, "V/as your father's name :
Alfred Hurst, Uncle Billy Hurst's son?" Kim replied that they were his father and J
grandfather. "Then that's why I thought I had seen you," she said, "I knew both of |
them. I must call my sister, Lizaie Brooks, and have her come over to visit with 'I
you while I get .^pper ready,

Kim says they had a good visit. In the course of their converation he asked S
Mrs. Brooks if she was a Christian. "No," she said, "but I wish I were. I have 5'
thought for some time that I ought to be. My father and mother were such devoted g
Christians, and my sister here is a loyal church worker, always at Sunday School |
and Church." "Well, why not start now?" Kim suggested, and she said she would like t

II

to.

Mrs. Brooks sister had come in from the kitchen and had heard some of the 1
conversation. "My supper can do w ithout me for a while," she said. Let's have »
the minister pray with us." So Kim led in prayer, and then each of the women prayed^
"Ood heard and answered prayer," Kim says, and I*irs, Brooks accepted Christ as her §■

V.
●■f
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,^iour. Her face fairly shone. 'Christ can save so quickly and so eaallv vh»n
W ready and allow him,' she said. We all were over loved LSr ^ ?

?tfe rs ^h^ rc^Tet^tiis:
nlsht^rsla- I:rn\r:iLTi;e^:a^^rss^^ thV^dhe was told that someone wished to see him. '.Jhen h^went oura l^L
him a note. Kira unfolded it and read, "Rev. Hurst trill von "“ handed
utd preach my wife's funeral at two o'clock today?" The Lte'^i^flimed
jTOOks." Of course, Kim went. He learned that on^^FriSay mo^ni^rn^sfBrJokf!roL
for breakfast. Her husband kissed her goodbye as he left

*e Lit fi “d left her singing. About nine o'clock she suffere^a heaL atu2
"C Laf .rcan’^t^f fi'®^ '’"S Bro2 c!2e sir ●
KH;'s s sWt-,.
A said that it seemed all the people of the town and surrounding area were

It .’w®" brought the coffin into the house, Kim said^Hfriendr
it appears that there are more people outside thar are inside Tf +h« a *

»irr.'“*, orchar"a^ri',"m";onLc^%hneL?:r" "
w! L ®®''® bis consent, and Kim stood at the head of the casket and
^ached on the text, "Blessed are the dead in the Lord." In th^sermo^hfLcounted
^ bo” glod he was that she accepted Christ when

be said, "think of the enjoyment one misses by not^starting in th2
t^^^service early in life." Kim thought he had never seen Lre tears^^Va

we

’^®5j'95kyyiUe to resume his work there. Within a few days a

u whole valley. Kim thought it was the most terribe^
Sb^L^v J ihf V Armstrong Creek, a large
tri^tary of the Kanawha River, came rolling down, a wall of water as much ^
r«t«lninf*H*' destructive Johnstown flood when a

®^..bhe city of Johnstown, swollen by the heavy rains, burst and
released an enormous body of water that practically destroyed that
over two thousand persons.

as

city and killed

r*bole ri^ ^ ® ®" elevation not far from the river,
higher groimd from the low-lying parts of the town, leaving their

^3 and belongings to the mercy of the waters which had no mercy," Kim savs.
ten came wading the water carrying their young children and crying Lr hLp. Hen
nJiLr*'? ”iL®f children, pulling with all their strength for safetL
'^aes, lumber and livestock floated by toward destruction. The hotel was crowded
^stairs and doTO, and the water was lapping at the first floor of the hotel,

threatened'; A large oak tree had fallen across the river

2^fLlwk ! “P '●be log. The rushing water began
« cut away the sandy bank very fast. Kim said, "Someone must out that log to free

^ “® *’® '●^'●b "’®-" A Hr. Brooks Bluffington,
® ®" ®’'®’ "® SO with you." So he and

the driftwood. Kim stopped and began chopping a large beam that was
the tree vjhile Hr. Bluffington went on across the flood. The water was

rjl^y cutting under the front pillars of the hotel. Suddenly the beam gave way and
* ''If® ^'■® debris broke loose. Kim says that it seemed as if the
earth was giving way. Jumping into the water Kim caught hold of a picket fence

SO that

●». . 'i>6’j
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Bluffington was marooned across the river and climbed f
a btg beech tree. There he sat until the water lowered
with a large draft horse and bring him to shore.

and they could get to him

the waters subsided a horrible spectacle was disclosed. Just a few days

twmtv KentuckyvUle, a distance of abou/
twenty-five mUes. He thought he never saw finer crops and truck gardens. Powell tow

shipped thousands of tons of coal and coke, and KentuckyvUk
was » 1-^ber center which manufactured and shipped millions of board feet of thr

a”sy the gardens and crops; trees were broken and
up ^ted; lives^k was strewn about, some dead, some with broken legs and not yet I
dead^ ^d some loaged in trees. The railroad was demolished from the head of the f
creek to the mouth, and the big lumber mill was completely destroyed. |
w«« II"v **® inhabitants of the town I

^ ''iiiia® Penrod, owner of the big lumber mill who had (
lost all his lu^er and logs, began to sing. "How can you sing," someone asked, i

^?®^ ®° "li'et ioss is nothing compared with the lives that *
'■5P“«‘^‘ "i hsppy that we are all alive." He then askedf

to distribute his song books, and Mrs. Penrod went to the piano, "verybodv I
joined first in singing "Praise God from whom ali blessings flow." .^ifter they" had i
sung a number of hymns, Mr. Penrod said, "Brother Hurst, preach us a sermon now." £
So ICim preached a brief sermon. "Several came forward and confessed their Saviour," |
Kim says, "and many prayers of thanksgiving were offered to God for his love and I
care.” ft.

I
XI

I Kim’s vrife, Carrie, was a great source of encouragement to him in his |
ministerial work. She always had. his clothes ready for him to go to his appointment}f
and welcomed him home again with a cheery smile. Nearly the first words she would g
speak on his return were "Are you well? Did you have a good meeting?" Kim felt she ●’
was an exceptionally good mother. She was of quiet disposition and devoted much ti«|.
to instructing the children in the Christian way of life. She kept the children neat '
and clean, ready for church and Sunday School.

Kim and Carrie lived together happily for almost twenty years when "the Lord ]['
took her to himself." Kim says he doesn’t think Carrie 7Taa‘'‘an enemy in the world. ?
"I never knew her to have a contention with anyone. She was kind to her family and
to all of her neighbors. She died in the fullest hope of a home in heaven. She said?’
the only thing she hated about leaving this world was leaving her family. She in- ?
sisted that I not try to raise the children alone and that in a reasonable time I \
seek a good companion that I thought would be good to the children. She wanted me p
to be careful to pick a Christian lady from a respectable family because she wanted<v
the children to be trained aright, and she knew l would need a Christian coirpanion S'
to help me as a minister." P

The death of his wUe left Kim with fpur ..living, children. The oldest child vast;
Mi^ie_^'d npT 1^^^ her mother’s death she married Charles v;alker"'Fult2 and W’.
left the parental home. For a time Kim tried batching with the three boys. Willie

eley^, Arthur was eight, and Preston was six. He continued preaching regularly^*
and when he went id’his appointments he would get someone to keep the house and fr*.
look after the children, or he would leave the boys with his sister, Charlotte Husejl*-’
or one of the neighbors. But sometimes the people with whom they stayed were not
professing Christians; they didn't have family prayers and were not the kind of
example he wanted for the boys. He tried boarding the children out for a time, but
this cost him more than his income and, too, they.were being taught things he didn'^

I
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approve* He took them home and tried batching with them again, but when the time
came for him to go to his appointments he faced the same old problem. So he beaan
to think more than ever of the biblical truth that it is not good for man to be

. without a helpmeet. While thinking this over, Kim says, '»my Ood-blessed sister

Krs. Charlot^Muse, said one day, »Kim, you cari't get along this way. You must
get out and find you a wife to help you in the care of those dear boys.' I told
her I had been thinking about it but wondered who vrould have a preacher who was
gone so much of the time and three growing boys to care for. She said, 'Ask God
to direct you, be careful, and you will find the right one.' .

"Others advised me the same. Some would pick out a wife for me. Some of them
were good pious women, but something seemed to say, Not that one. Some were widows
with children, and it didn't seem good to put two sets of children together,

- young women, sixteen and eighteen years of age, were cited to me, but it didn't
seem wise to put such a young wife over boys soon to enter their 'teens, I felt

^ I needed someone old enough to instruct and care for them, so I decided to make mv
*ovm choice, God being my helper. My chief desire was a companion who was a devoted
Christian like my first wife who had been such a great help to me in my ministerial

Some

! Finally. Kim was attracted to a maturd young woman who played the organ for
the services at the Bethel Christian Church near VJesleyville, Kentucky. He had
conducted a singing school there in February, and she was one of the pupils. Also
he had preached at the Bethel Church a number of times. Mary Ann Fulta was the ^
daughter of John Wesley and Malvina Danner Fultz, and the granddaughter of the
Reverend VJesley Fultz, a Christian minister and a charter member of the American
Christian Convention, the general convention of the Christian Church. Mary was

f '● one of ten children and was in her twenty-sixth year, Kim had noticed her kindness
to her parents and her brothers and sister; in fact, her kindness to everyone. She

I ^ had a good singing voice and played the organ quite well. She was always at church
and when he was entertained in the Fultz home Kim discovered she was a good cook.

' He became convinced that Mary was the orte for him, but he didn't know whether she
would have him or not. V/hen he returned home from an appointment he wrote her and
asked if he might correspond with her. This she granted, and after a brief corres
pondence and several visits he proposed marriage. They talked the matter over p^
and con. Kim told Mary that he would have to be away a great deal of the time ^—
because he had dedicated his life to God and couldn't think of giving up his preach-
ing. He told her, however, that he would take her with him whenever possible.

I Kim succeeded in getting Mary's consent, but her father and mother objected.
They said they had no objection to Kim as a man, but they didn’t want their

^ daughter to marry a man with a family. It became clear that if they were to marry
they would have to leave her home for the ceremony. So, in keeping with previous ●

. arrangements, Kim went after her, taking with him a young man to convey her trunk
^ to the town of Olive Hill where.they were to be married.

Vftien they arrived in the' town they went to a hotel to dress for the wedding*
They then went to the home of the Reverend Zechariah Tyree for the wedding ceremony.
The Reverend Tyree was a Christian minister who had assisted in Kim's ordination.
He was also deputy Clerk of Carter County. Although he was in his ninety-second
year he didn't use glasses in filling out the license. The license was dated the

V.’ 13th day of December, 1893.'

The wedding couple were gone from the hotel about two hours and when they
returned a large crov;d of people, both transients and town residents, was waiting
for them, A runner had gone out over the town to announce that the preacher would
be back to the hotel in a short while with his bride. Kim had taught singing
schools in Olive Hill and, also, had preached there. Mary had many friends therey}%.
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since she had lived in the county all her life. So it was like a gathering of ^
home folks. It was a conplete surprise to Kim and his wife and they were grateful
for the friendship and hospitality shown.

The next morning Kim and his bride left by horse and buggy for their home at
Muses Hills in Fleming County. It was a distance of about twenty miles and they
stopped for a noon meal with some friends along the way. They arrived in Muses Killi
a litUe after dark. As -they^ Passedthr?uch the tovm Kim wondered why there were |
so few lights in the houses. He thought it strange that the people had gone to bed
so early, but soon they discovered the reason, V/hen they arrived home about a mile
and a half west of town the yard was lighted with lanterns hanging on the trees and f

< shrubs, and the yard was filled with people waiting to welcome them. It was a i
complete surprise, Mary said, "V/ell, Kim, I see you haven't outlived all your friewa
yet,"and Kim said he hoped he never would. Dr. and Mrs. Campbell who were in charge!
of the affair said there were over a hundred and fifty people there. A sumptuous I
dinner had been prepared, Kim thought "no grander reception could be this side of |
heaven nor truer friendship shown,"

Kim appreciated the reception especially because he was pastor of the church
at Muses Mills at the time. He thanked God for Christian friends and took courage,
but he was thankful most of all that he had his little family at home with him
again and a companion to make the family circle complete. Kim says, "I have never
had reason to regret the hour we stood before the altar and took the solemn

to love, cherish, and care for each other as long as we both should live. If Hollief
has ever regretted it she hasn't let me know it yet. Some of the time we have
experienced hardships, but she has been a faithful companion. She has stood by
through poverty, adversity, and affliction as none but a true v/ife would have done. |
She proved to be the very one I needed to help rear the children. No mother could t
have treated her own children better than she treated her stepchildren. People who (l
were not acquainted with the situation thought they were her own, although
remarked that she seemed young to have such large children. All the deprivations,
poverty, and hardships sink into oblivion under the sunlight of love and care for
each other and under the blessed light of the grace of God. This has brought joy
sufficient to cushion all disappointments and to cure all ailments."

Kim and Mary didn't return to her parental home for eight months, but when
they did return they were given a warm welcome. He and father and mother Fultz
became the best of friends.

vow

Ime

some

f

Although Mary's grandfather, VJesley Fultz, was a minister in the Christian
Church, her father and mother were Methodists, and Mary was reared in that church, !
Aftef her marriage she united with the Christian Church at Muses Hills. One Sunday [
afternoon Kim was baptizing some candidates in Foxes Creek below Muses Mills cjid »

he was surprised when his wife presented herself at the water's edge to be baptized
along with the others. Although she had been sprinkled in the Methodist Church, she
wasn't satisfied and wanted to be immersed, Kim, too, had been sprinkled as a child '
in the Methodist Church, but after he was ordained to the ministry he decided he 1
vjould like to be immersed. He was baptized by Elder A, ^

Crain Creek near the village of Nisi, Kentuck;^,^
Kim loved to baptize people who were earnest. He was convinced that immersi

symbolic of the death and resurrection of Christ, is the proper mode of baptism,
although he didn't believe that burial in a stream of water would wash away one's ■
sins. He says, "I know as well as I know that I breathe that I was saved and was

happy in the Saviour's love before I v/as baptized. I believe that a man may be
saved before, after, or in the act of water baptism, but I believe that the one
who is saved before baptism is more apt to stick with it, Not by righteous acts
but by faith in the precious blood of Jesus are we saved,"

C,_ Burns in the waters of
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Kim says he has immersed1 j ^ people v;ho had been sprinkled or poured
p^vtously ^ were not satisfied with that form, but he knew 6f no person who
expressed dissatisfaction with immersion. Consequently he concluded ^
IS the true way.

that immersion

f. During one of Kim's baptismal services a I4r. Littleton came down to the

^ baptist! L reminded
him^at he etd never made a Christian confession he said, "No, but I believe Jesus

buried brother," and led him into the water to be
the remi:i:^Ser^f ets“l^Cir;

occasion. When he was pastor of the Crain Creek Church, Kim
a sermon on baptism. At the conclusion of his sermon he invited all who

the hn^P^nf meeti;4s at Muses Milll Kim was spending the night at

an^ went to 'oteol/ifr.TrI™erkioc*^erarS’s*Soor''^d’’S

■ J^et therf; fh O bo invite the D^on Brammer fa^dly to
meet them at the creek for the service. '.'Jhen they arrived at the selected place

- etnHLd’'^®r mi® daugteer^ Laura, were there prepared for baptism. So Kim
aptized the four. The next night the experience was related at the evening
service, and Kim says there followed a grand time of handshaking and fellowship.

^ k 4-u^^ several occasions Kim baptized people v;ho were ill. One was a
y the name of Henry Littleton. During his illness he sent for Kim to

pray for him. Kim went and prayed until he

our

us.

B

a young man’
j come and

^ 4. saved. He asked Kim to preach a
^ -rmon the next afternoon and baptize him. Kim announced it and the next afternoon

j d large crowd was at Henry’s home when the time arrived for the service. After the
sermon some men carried Henry out to a creek that ran through the farm and Kim

baptiz^ bim. Henry’s grandfather was the Reverend F. R. Muse. When Henry died
about two weeks later he said his mother and grandfather, had come to go to heaven
with him. Henry Muse, an uncle of Henry Littleton, took sick and asked Kim \
baptize him. Kim preached

●». I

LO

sermon for him and took his confession of faith. Then
t 0 friends, Dawson Brammer and John.Brammer, carried him to the creek where his
father, the Reverend F. R...Muse, had baptized scores of people. There Kim baptized

. him. He lived o^y a brief time-, Kim says, but "v/as happy in the faith." The two
(lenrys lived only about a mile apart.

I

man by the name of "Coon'* Henderson, who lived near Muses: Mills, had been
I sick for some time when he sent for the preacher. Kim preached a sermon and took

IS confession of faith. They set him in an arm chair and carried him to the creek
about a htmdred yards away. In baptizing him Kim just tilted the chair back until
the candidate was under the water, Mr. Henderson recovered from his illness, Kim
says, and lived a happy Christian life for many years.

When Kim was doing some baptizing in Bard’s Creek, a large crowd of people
^ was gathered on both sides of the stream. A lady stood on the bank holding her

baby snugly wrapped in a blanket. VAien Kim baptized her sister and raised her out
of the water, the young mother on the shore began to shout and dropped the baby

4 over the bank v/hich was about three feet high. A young man who was standing near
stepped off the bank and picked up the baby. When the woman stopped shouting the
young man handed the baby to her. Kim says the baby didn^t wake when, it fell.
"The Lord who said ’Suffer the lit-tle ones to come tS me’ takes care of his own."

h
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® preaching on White Oak Creek in Greenup County he gave an

invitation for any who wanted to confess their Saviour to come forward Nine

Several younger folk. The youngest of the older ladies
v/as seventy-two years of age, It was a beautiful day and a service of hanfs^m

set for the next day (honday). However, it snowed Monday, but they went ^ead
^h! ^ back. Kim sugges^erthafhfb
had h«n i house, but when the last

-oid

"That.s th^ 'kSd':^sordi:rrjLu: :::ts" grandchUdren baptised. '

with

aptize
ones

XII

● wai 1!®® of the Bethel Church in Carter County, he rode a small

raSed the night LcauL iHiJ
fo^d^thi^ day. The rain stopped about midnight and it turned very cold so that h»
to^d morning when he started
tra^k^in Suddenly, as he was riding in a lope, the mule's foot caught in a
derbv ground.and pitched him on his head. Kim was wearing a stiff
derby hat such as most ministers wore in those days. He turned a complete somersau-t

unabl^to*t r^*h'^®*h ‘^d’^ "®®'' breaking his neck and he was "
^able to turn his head for several days. The hat, of course,
he had to get a new hat in VJesleyville to wear to church.

on

was ruined, so that

One day Kim was riding along Tigert Creek in Carter County and was accosted

sLd "whSf did’r^r?^’ bbe mensaid, where did Lincoln get his army?" Kim laughed, but they did not Takinc Kim
horse by the bridle they swore they were going to give Ki^ ' ®
he had been preaching, "0, I reckon not,”
"Then I suppose you will wait until I tie

»s

a v/hipping for the things >
Kim said. "Yes we are,” they insisted.

^.r ».i. h. ..t off .„d .i„h.d i
on t no®" ® ®bone in his hand. Kim knelt down
didn^t ^ u ° ®'‘® ‘■*'0 boys I never had aught against and

^ me. Forgive them for stopping your servant or
the highway and challenging him to a fight. In this fight give me strenatrand
Victory. And if I should kill one of thim, forgive .... strength and
ask that you give me the victory, and I know you will

me and save his soul, I only
, Amen,

When Kim arose from his knees, he looked them in the eyes and said, "Now
boys, I m ready, live or die." As he confronted them they dropped their rocks

nr.Lh Then one of them said, "I reckon we'll let you go this time, but if you
preach anymore like you did Sunday night we really will whip you." "All right

Jor uri , ‘V T anothL^time it miy bfb^st
"H^rthi^fort fn^T !" bis horse, told the young men goodbye, and rode off singing,noia the fort for I am coming, Jesus signals still,"

one

Some twelve years later Kira was called to the KcOlone neighborhood to hold
a meeting, as he walked dovm the aisle he saw one of the men who had threatened hin



you either," Dan assured kLu. "One ti^e in^rav"lifB J°“'" "®ver forget
I want to hug you." "All right " <f-~ ---■ ● ^ “anted to fight you, but now

“ ●" -- - H‘SirrE.5".'‘Si"uK."s;r-
XIII

arJ£„'’£^trSS!ViS“ft;siis 'r?“ »● <
found ministers f?om bot^in atSn^I’
was similar and if it hadn't been for the^nhin^n°^‘’®^^w^ temper of the two bodies

y extraordinary emotional demonstrations,

Orove''SrisUarChu^lh“ne^'*West Unio^ Ohio"°?L“pastofof f *'‘'® °®*'
?:^rm^;tS.'^co^:^w^?h1^1L^^r
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^9 sweetest music such as nothing but heaven could give thrilled
nv 3oul. ^ile I knew I was on earth, it seemed as if I could fly tl the very
heavens. 0, what Joy and peace flowed through n\y soul," ^

«nH f ‘>“t Kim'S horse was "a fine stepper," '
Md he had a fuU stock LeOrand whip which he used only with a light tap to get '
the horse moving with a lively trot. He crossed the Ohio River on rfer?y Liflove '
airrfivrSi:: ^ openTountry ,
Wh»n JS" the Reverend-momaa Walmsley in West Union.
l*en ot. Walmsley greeted Kim at the door he sensed immediately that Kim was a

sa^KiTt'* "tfe, "Come here; Brother Hurst is here and he iIS

The revival started on Saturday night, and from the very beginning. Kim says
^ preacher and people, saint and sinner. I found '

could s^, pray, and preach with ease. It seemed I had only to tell the old storv
^eats as if dead?

Several nxghts^ople lay prosprate over the house as if slain in battle. As the
rnany.' Sinners cried for mercy and saints

pleaded for a better and cleaner life. Backsliders were reclaimed and several
'^P shook hands

+ ^ spoken for months. Some who hadn»t spoken for years took each other in
praised God together. Old men who had

epposed the church for years were saved. Men paid long-standing debts and stolen
property was returaed to the rightful owners, A d.eacon in the church had had a

out with his sister-in-law. She had sought reconciliation but he declared
that he would never speak to her again. During the meetings God convicted him
the point of prostration. At last he surrendered euid
things were fixed up and souls were made happy,"

HIT night early in the meeting Kim was led to speak on Holy Living. He said,
We want a religion that makes better people; a religion that will keep men away
from ether men’s smokehouses, chicken houses, and corn cribs, and if by chance
they should find another man’s pocketbook they would return it to the owner." Kim
says, "I must say, if the Lord ever helped me preach, he did that night.

At the conclusion of the sermon Kim announced a hymn and gave an invitation
for seekers to come to the altar. About twenty came. He didn't think ever in his
life he had a greater sense of conviction resting on an audience. A man in the front
pew sang for a while, but at last fell on his knees and began to plead for forgive
ness. Kim knelt down and prayed with him until h'e rose and said there was no use
praying until he fixed up some things.

The next morning Kim wont into town, and as he walked up the street he met a
local merchant who said, "Are you the man who is holding the big meeting at the

^swered that he was conducting some services there the man said,
//ell, you are doing some good. You caused a man to give up a pocketbook he has

been trying to steal for three weeks.’’ Kim hadn’t heard of it before, although he
had mentioned a similar case in his sermon. It seems that a nan in the community
missed his pocketbook containing fifty-eight dollars. He had published his loss
in the paper and had offered a reward but it hadn’t been returned. The next night
the man who had found the pocketbook came back to the meeting and confessed the
whole thing. He prayed again and Kim says he never saw clearer evidence of the

forgiveness of sins. The man then became a great worker in the meeting.

One night while Kim was preaching a child about a year and a half old crav;led
down from her mother’s lap and toddled down the aisle. V/hen the mother started

to

peace was made. Many other

to
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Holding her before the congregation h^said "This is'^whpt preaching.

Don.t you wiah you wer: as L^ocenJ and^^purnfms UtUo^^ffH^ ri
this altar... Almost the entire^congregation was in tears" KrsiJs. ^Hrrden:^

^ WrtS a rush for the altar. Some didn't set all th«» i.rv

several times before to gS*this"child to"'sit''on"h" f"™
with him until that night. This excerienr-o h ®'*® ”°w'-.^'t make

revivals ever known in that part. Me always believed ka"*God"sLrth°[ gfeatest
to him for that very purpose verifvinp thp Q'virmrr +u ♦ n sent that little chile
them." "God's ways Lfbesr-'T ^a .s ^ ^ ^ ^ead
others were sanctified. To God be t.he’glory." ^«g®nerated, some reclaimed, and

sinners wept aloud and there
until they were on their

up

long standing were healed! pastor.s^wife^^Prr^V sicknesses of
to her home and bed. During the^moetines <-he%sk,/i ‘^“"●firied
the people might pray for Lr reco!!rv lC?m nr ® ^hat
the Sick according to the IplZTjlZs ind iL * 'd“thL"''\'^°ra" °l

number came forward including the ieacons^"^ tL * Quite a

Kim had provided a small vi^f o"?%!r?o°rthl'anoi:tSg!*"""^ were in attendance.

make. ..All right/. Kim said, ..say on, ;-irs Milled"" 11 ® tobelieved this affliction had been sent because^of‘he! di, ®*'®
Lord wanted her to preach and she hid refuser ^ ^*'®
forgive and heal you, are you v-illine to i
wiU do anything ^e iants ml to do!"^!: ZlZ I ^'ofthy faith is, so be it unto you " Kim D^pvp^ a^^r^ ^ biblical promise, "As
on her head. "All was as still as death "^he -av-
tremble. Suddenly she sprang to her feet an^ loo'kPri or t
aglow. Then she clapped her\alds Ind Z
pain in my body. I know r am perfeluy Ilfi ?hlnk oldn- t" ^ '

exclaimed. ..Oo at it then .. Kiir. said proach,
an ho'ir,.' Kim says. '.I never saw a hanni"®! ^®'® talked for three-quarters of
seats aAd in the aisles Ild IfLl r ®°“’ r’®°Ple knelt at the^r

was talking? It w?minl?rfll IIIhlT ®"‘' "°"®'* '■■hUe
said Mrs. Van Miller would bl ba?i®?l wrih®" ° others... Some, however,
to cook his own meals. On the contrary the"'Ie??^H *'®*' husband would have
back to the church each night during the revival Kim^Ilvf^Ih''*? ®®'"®for many years. ^ i 3i, Kim says she lived and
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up all
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she

preached

.... S' ■"“"«■● * .«■
to come to the house and pray for him and ad ° Paralyzed asked the ministers
took some of the deacons with them. Kira preached^a''short '‘"he ministers
how Jesus healed people in his dav '.H? hi? " * ^ ^ sermon and then spoke of
declared. The man thin asled that^ihefo??? P®"®" ®® ^^In,.. he
Kim says, "and the Lord heard. The man sot^weil Z ^’aith was strong,"
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KIa attributed much of the auccesa of the meeting to the condition ef
the prdacher at the time and the experience of sanctificetipn he received on the
way. ^People can tell when we have gotten nearer the Lord/* he says, especially !
can they teU it in the preacher and his preaching,” On his way home after the
meeting closed at Oak Grove Kim stopped to preach Monday night at Ellsberry, Ohio
vdiere the Reverend E* R* Glasscock was pastor, and where Kim had previously served
as pastor, Mr, Glasscock also believed in sanctification as a second work of grace.
Soon after Kim started preaching the pastor said put loud, “Glory to Godl He's got
iti God has sanctified him.” And he laughed aloud, "The power fell on the people
while I was preaching,” Kim says, "and we had a great service. After dismissal an

(Sainted " mother took me by the hand and said, 'You have more religion than when
you preached here before. You preached with much more power,* People know when we
are living close to God,'»

The next day Kim resumed his journey home. On the way he overtook
walking and he invited him to ride. When the

a young man

4. V. buggy Kim
ta^ed with him about a number of things. Then as he was thinking of the meeting
and the many souls saved he said "GloryJ" as the wellspring of his soul bubbled
up. It startled the young man so that he started to juirp out of the buggy, but
Kim caught him and said, "Don't be scared; I'm all right, I'm just happy over a
meeting just closed,” He then asked the young man if he was a Christian, VJhen he
said he wasn't, Kira asked him if he would like to be. "Yes,” he said. "My mother
is a Christian, but she is the only one the family who is,” Kim quoted a few
passages of Scripture and prayed for him as they drove along. When they came to
the place where the young man was to leave the main road to go to his uncle's
home he got out of the buggy. Kim told him that he was going to start a revival
meeting in his home church at Muses Mills the next night and invited him to
He promised to come.

come.

Kim reached home just before dark. His wife informed him that it had been

announced the reviv^ would start that night and that the people were ejecting
him to preach. So Kim went on to the church which was about a mile dovnf the road.

Although he had no opportunity to make special preparation, he preached. The next
night, to his surprise, the young hitch-hiker was at the meeting. He had walked
eight miles, but was well repaid, ”\^lhen the invitation was given," Kim says, "he
came to the altar and was happily converted. When we shook hands after the service

he smil^ and said, »I'm not afraid of you now," Kim never saw the young man after
that but heard that he went home and with the help of his mother and the Lord
entirely family was converted.

the

The Reverend R, B, Conley assisted Kim in the revival meeting at Muses Mills,
This was the first church Kim had organized, "The power of the Lord came upon the
people," Kim says, "and a most wonderful revival broke out. Sinners were convicted
and converted. The power was so great that hardened sinners wept and quaked like

tree. People were saved at their homes, along the highway, and in the
fields, but the greater number at church. Among them was Dr, Cairpbell who had been

surgeon in the Civil War, The night he was converted twenty-two came to the altar
all adults, heads of families. Shouts of the saved went up in praise to God for
his wonderful ^ace and love. As many as thirty or jnojre were shouting the praise5
of God at one time."

a

during the revival Kim and ihe visiting preacher went home with
w. Wash Blair and his wife, both of whom had been at the altar for two nights
“hadn't got through," Soon after they arrived at the home Mrs, Blair said, "I want
you to pray for me." "Both of us prayed for her," Kim says, "and and i*iTs. BlaJ
praj^d, but still the blessing didn't come. After singing a song I suggested that
perhaps we should go to bed because Sister Lindy is tired,
not tired of anything but these sins."

but

'No,' she said, 'I am

u



The Blair house was small and they all slept in the same room. The preachers
Vere in one bed by the wall, and Mr. and hirs. Blair across the room in another bed.

./e were just dozing off to sleep," Kim says, "when suddenly both of us turned
pur backs and beheld a grand and unusual sight. Upon the wall was a circle of light
about a foot in diameter. Near the center was the form of a dove no larger than a
summer sparrow, the very specimen of innocence and peace. 0, such rapture such
blessedness, settled over and around me. Brother Conley exclaimed, ‘Glory'to God
Brother Kim, look at that beautiful light.● I assured him that I saw it too. Just
then the light moved in the direction of iMr. and M>s. Blair, It fluttered like a
bird across the room until it reached their bed. Mrs. Blair then shouted, 'Glory to
God, Wash, look at that great lightl' Then she said, 'Blessed Jesus, I want to thank

taking my sins away and for this wonderful blessing. And I want to thank

Jhat V/ash is in the way going to heaven with me,' Then she began to sing
hear the music ringing in the bright celestial dome, ^
life and is now in heaven,"

on

you

'■.'hen we

She lived a happy Christian

The meeting at St, John Church continued for several weeks, Kim called it

a sweeping revival. The fire spread all over the countryside, house to house and
church to church. Aoout seventy were saved during the meeting and the fruits of it
were still in evidence years after."

II

Kim was used of God in the healing of many people by the prayer of faith. One
was a I'lrs. James who was in such critical condition that three doctors who had
Jonsulted on ote case had given her up and said there was nothing more they oou'd
lo for her. ohe asked the family to get Kin to come and pray for her
ioctors said to go ahead if it would give her any satisfaction, *

and the

» IThen Kim entered the room i-iTs. James couldn't speak above a whisper. "Sister
^urie, do you know me?" he asked. She gave a slight nod, "You are quite sick," he
.ontinued, "but Jesus can heal." She looked at him wistfully. "Would you like to
let well?" he asked, putting his ear close to her face. "Yes," she whispered, "so
^ children until they are old enough to care for the.m-
5elves." "Then let us pray about it," Kim said. He turned to the others in the room
md <iskea all who believed in the power of prayer to join him. He says he i>rill
iever forget how the children prayed, they were so anxious about their ;roth-^r
>rayed, holding her right hand and placing his left hand on her forehead. Ln his

asked the Lord to grant her request and raise her up from her
iXUiction. In his mind's eye he seemed to see her in church v;alkirg back and t'cr+’>
peaking to the audience, and Kim says he took this as an omen that Ood uould rrari

stopped praying. "Because the work i.-.
.one," Kim replied. "Yes," Mrs. James said out loud smilini, "I all righ° "
t was the first time she had spoken out loud for days, kihen Kim asked if'uhr
^ K ® ® “ater. Then she asked the girls to pet

w dress. Kim and the others left the room, and when /ht ca-e
ut dressed .she was radiant with joy. The family, of course, was happy beyond
'/^Fcssxon* * *

Kir.

I

}

;

on Thursday. On Sunday the entire family vAas in church, and Kim had
to tell her experience. She walked

visualized her while he was praying,
t ^lave to preach," Kim says. The people melted in tears. When I gavt the

several came forward. T\-o of the doctors who attended her .radc- no
rofession of religious faith and were quite profane. They said her healing
0 work of theirsj that it must have been the lord's vrork." ^

^ I'Irs. James lived about ten years when she succumbed to typhus fever
0 see her and asked, "Sister Laurie, you are quite sick again. Would you like us
o pray for your recovery?" "Ho," she lepiied.

I

1

was

Kim went

m;

i'iy request was granted once, but
k



^ildren ar« now old enough to care for themselvea. For this I am very thankful
ow I an ready to go when Jesus calls, and it may not be Long,’* She rested a few
momen^ and thw said, »'I hope, though, that you will pray. I always love to hear

children. I do thank you for all you have done for
and the family. Keep on with your preaching and be faithful,”

took that when her time came she might go in her right mind. She
took medicine only ot satisfy her family. Her final words were, "Soon I shall be

®otild almost fly." He preached
her funeral ot a large crowd of her neighbors and friends.

me

not. Crooked Creek Christian Church he was handed a
note at the Saturday night service from a practicing physician, a Dr. Hampton, who

Hampton had become disgusted with the arscal
theto Christian people should trust the Lord for

Pastor, for some time I have been quite sick.
I have been in such pain that I could not rest day or night. Would you and the
deacons please come to my home tomorrow about two-thirty and pray for my recovery.

® If you prefer y?u Ly have a privato
service, but you may invite others to come if they wish. Your brother,

Kim announced that there would be
Dr. Hampton,"

c. .. .. ^ healing service at Dr. Hampton's home on
Sunday afternoon at two-thirty. VJhen the hour arrived a large crowd had gathered
^me believers, some unbelievers. Kim and some of the deacons led in prayer, and*
Dr, Hairpton's wife, who was an ordained minister in the Kentucky Christian Conferenci
also prayed, Kim then poured the vial of oil on the Doctor's head and all was quiet
as he Lay with closed eyes. After a few moments he opened his eyes and said, "It is
done.” "Thank God]” was the response from many in the house. He sat up and praised
the Lord while Kim led in singing the hymn, "’That a Friend We Have in Jesus."

Dr, Hampton dressed and walked with others the mile and a half to the church
that evening. He was sixty-eight years of age at the time and lived past four score
years when, Kim says, "he peacefully went home to God."

One thing I have noticed," Kim says, "is that whenever a work like this is
done, there follows a good revival spirit and souls are saved.”

During a revival at the Enon., Ohio church a number of persons were converted
and some professed sanctification. Many who rose from the altar were shouting the
praises of God. One woman who was converted arose from the altar with radiant

countenance and began to whirl very fast., A young man who was present scoffed at
such a display, Kim says, and said he could do any of those things, and he went
to the altar grinning, "Two or three who knelt with him soon discovered he wasn't

there ^ pray but to ridicule. Suddenly he jumped to his feet and started whirling
much like the woman he thought to mimic. He continued this until he fell against
the door said, "Let me out]" Kim opened the door and the man went out v/hirling.
They put him in a buggy and took him to a doctor, but the doctor could do nothing
for him. He never recovered completely and died a short time after that, "without
hope,” Kim thought. "Be careful,” he said. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

During the meetings Kim went home one night with a family by the name of Boone,
relative of the Daniel Boone, famous pioneer of the colonial period in Kentucky.
Mr. Boone was the church janitor, but neither he nor his famUy were professing
Christians. When Kim retired he began praying for the meeting, and in his anxiety
must have prayed louder than he realized. His host heard him and came to enquire
if he was sick. Kim answered, "No, I was just praying for the meeting and for you
and your famUy. 1 am sorry to disturb you.” The man went back to bed, but said the

y
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aext morning that he didn’t sleep much. At the next service he and his wife and
laughter were converted and became active members of the church.

One time while Kim was preaching at the Fnon Church his wife, Mary, accompanied
nim. They had eaten Sunday dinner and spent the afternoon at the home of a fir. Tomlin,

●ihen night came Kim and Mary started to the church, but it was so foggy and dark that
the horse missed the road and v;ent over an embankment into the river, ’'/hen the horse

sensed that he was going over he gave a snort and plunged over the twenty foot em
bankment. Luckily the buggy landed right .ide up. Giving a lunge, the horse broke
the harness and went out, leaving the buggy and its occupants in the river, i'jary
couldn’t swim and was always afraid of water. Kim got out into a hole of water and
took his wife to dry land. In a short time some folks came with lights and a rope.
Ey tying one end of the rope to the buggj»’ and the other end to the horse's harness
they pulled the buggy to shore* Kim and iiary then went to the home of a Mr. Gcott
to change their clothes, Kim borrowed clothes and some boots that were about two

numbers too big for him. Word 'was stnt on cdiead to the waiting congregation. One
9f the deacons called the meeting to order and said, "V/c- have received word that
the preacher has been delayed. He has had an accident, but will be here as scon
as he changes his pants!" Kim preached that night and says there were six conversions.

Kim assisted the Reverend Z, T. Thacker in a meeting at Irvine, Kentucky, in
Sstel County west of Natural Bridge, One night the preachers were invited to stay
vith a Mr, Roberts, kir, Roberts a hai-d drinker, and although he had had
considerable means at one time, he had squandered most of it in his reckless manner
of life. In a number of drunken brawls he came near killing others and barely
escaped being killed himself. The preachers sang some songs and prayed before
retiring, and nrs. Roberts, v;ho \?as a Christian, prayed also. Her husband was
’deeply moved nnu began to pray for ^he Lord to save him. After they retired Kira
could hear the man praying and pleading for mercy. At about four o'clock he leaped
out of bed and shouted at the top of his voice, "It is all over nowj the burden
is gone5 1 am saved!

‘Kim says, "’-/e sang and prayed and testified to the power of God to save. Mr, Robefts
went to the meeting that night and testified there. Over and over he said, »0 what
joy! V/hy did I not do this long ago!" Kim says that Mr. Roberts installed a family
altar in his home and became a leader in church and Sunday School, Later he was a
delegate to the annual meeting of the Kentucky Christian Conference. "To God be
all the glory!"

Suffice it to say, none of us slept any more that night,

Sectarianism was rife among the churches in Kentucky at that time, and debates
on the fine points of theology were common, Fach denomination cherished the con

viction that it held the proper position.

One time Kim v/as called to Raccoon Furnace to hold a 'meeting in a union housfr
of vrorship, VJhen he arrived he was'Informed that there might be some opposition
to the meeting, Kim had brought the Reverend J. R. VJiggins v;ith him to
'the evangelist to do most of the preaching. At the conclusion of the first service
a Methodist Protestant minister arose and announced that the pulpit v;as his i'nr
-the rest of the week and over Sunday, Kim asked ’./ho had given him permission, but .he
ignored the question and said his announcement was out first. Some disputed this and

. said they hadn’t heard the announcement, but the minister insisted that the biilding
● was his for the week, A man in the congregation arose and said, "Since tids
■union house of worship why can’t v/e ''>11 work together and you preachers tak
'■about preaching?" But the Methodist Protestant preacher v/ouldn’t agree to this, and
‘Said the Christian Church could held their meeting later, Kim replied, "Although ’.'e
'are a hundred miles from home, v/e can go home, but this is the only time I h“ve
OJien for a meeting soon."

serve
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The people infllsted that Kijn go on with the meeting. When they arrived
next night a large crowd had gathered but the door was locked,

the church was a school house, and a school trusted who
to hold the service there.

the
}■

Across the road from

was present invited Kim

The next day Kim was in a room alone praying for the Lord to direct him.
a flash there came to his mind the words, "My grace is sufficient. Lo, I am with
you, even to the end of the world," He decided that would be a good text for his
sermon t^t n^ht and closed his prayer with, "Thy will be done.".He lay down
across the bed and slept about an hour, "During tha^ time," he says, "I dreamed
that the Saviour was with us in the meeting. The Saviour said, 'Get the people
together and I will do the rest.' So I asked Brother Wiggins to help arrange the
people at a long table covered with a white cloth with a purple border. Jesus put
on a long white apron and asked Brother Wiggins and me to help him serve the people.
Then I awoke. 0, the joy that filled my souli Everything was so lovely I could
hardly refrain from shouting. When I went into the living room Brother Wiggins
said, ‘'Brother Hurst, you have been prayingj I can see it in your face.* 'Yes
replied, and I told them my dream. When I had finished describing it, Brother'
Wiggins exclaimed, 'Victoryl Victory.' Bless the Lord.'' That night there were
twenty-eight converts. We continued the meetings, although the weather turned so
cold that the Little Sandy River froze over, and people came long distances for
the meetings. At the conclusion of the revival the church was reorganized and v/e
served the Lord's Supper. The Methodist Protestant minister held his services for

two nights and then decided to call off his meetings since only about a dozen were
present,"

When the ministers started home at the conclusion of the meetings they
to cross the river on the ice, but the ice was getting rotten and broke through.
The horse went down to his mid-sides and was unable to recover his footing on the
ice. Kim got out of the buggy and walked across the river. With a heavy pole he
broke the ice ahead of the horse and shoved it out of the way. Part of the tine
Kim was in the icy v/ater up to his armpits. ’.Vhen he finally got yhe ice out of the
way Mr, Wiggins drove the horse across. About two miles farther on they stopped at
a farm house where Kim was loaned

drying before the open .ireplace. The man of the house fed Kim's horse and the lady
fixed the ministers a meal. After they had eaten and Kim had changed back into his
own clothes, the preachers prayed God's blessing upon these friends and then di'ove
on toward home.

Like

I

ventured

some dry clothes to wear while his were

XIV

Kim and Mary were married for seven years before a baby arrived to bless their
union. At last, Kim says, the longed for time came and God gave us a dear daughter
whom we dedicated to the Lord for Life service. She was bom on February 22nd and
we n amed her Zenith Washington. In just eighteen months God gave us a dear bey,
and we likewise gave him back to the Lord as a life recruit. We named him for his

two grandfathers, Alfred Hurst and John V/esley Fultz."

Kim was a firm believer in divine healing, although he didn't rule out the
of medicine and surgery. He looked upon all as expressions of God's healing purpose,
He prayed with a number of sick people, some of whom recovered at once. However, ne
was never able to understand why he could have faith for others hut could

have enough faith for his own healing.

While conducting some meetings at Wesleyville in Carter County Kim was taKen
sick with typhoid fever and had to return home. His condition became so critical

that the doctors held little hope for his recovery, VJhen they broke this ne

use
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his wife, Mary, she went into secret prayer for his restoration, Kim didn't know

she was pra^g for him, but he says that "suddenly a peculiar sensation went over
me from head to foot. At the same time, 1‘bllie told me, there came to her the inner
assurance that her prayer was heard. V/hen she came into the room her

of tears. She planted a kiss on my forehead and said,
you die now, I have been praying for you.
I felt better."

eyes were full

'Dear, Ood isn't going to let
I told her I thought so, too, and that

V/hen the doctor came into the room and stood at the foot of the bed Kim
him the Masonic sign which, he says, "doesn't hurt to give at such times." Two
older physicians, Doctors Caii^bell and |ii£f, and a younger man. Dr. Gaines, had
been in consultation earlier and had agreed that Kim's* chances for recovery v/ere
slm.-.Dr, Huff was surprised to see the apparent change in Kim's condition. He
said, ^'Brother Hurst, you seem better today. I believe you are going to get well
after all." By this time Dr. Campbell had arrived and took Kim's temperature. He
found it normal. That evening Dr. Campbell came back to see Kim. V/hen he found the
temperature still normal he turned to Mary and said, "You may throw out the medicine.
I 11 fix Brother Hurst a tonic, and you may fix him some small servings of roast
potato, roast apple, toast and hot milk." The doctor also left some v/hisky. Kim
says, "I was very weak, but I gained rapidly after I was able to take enough
nourishment. I partook of all the doctor prescribed except the whisky. I didn't
take that and got well without it. Don’t you think that strange?"

gave

The rumor had spread to some of the other counties that Kim had passed away,
l^en he was able to ride a horse he went to his appointment at the Bethel Church
in Carter County. When he was about two miles from the church he saw a Hrs. Parrish
approaching on horseback. Suddenly she reined her horse around as if to go in the
opposite direction. Then she turned her horse again. By this time Kim was close
enough to speak to her. Seeing that she was breathing excitedly he said, "’.ihat is
the matter Sister Parrish?" "VJe heard that you were dead and buried," she e>:piained
and I thought I was seeing your ghost." The next day Kim preached and prayers of '
thanksgiving were offered that the pastor's life had been spared and they
together again.

were

About the first of June, 1902, Kim was walking home from Gates Station in

Rowan County and suddenly came upon a big rattlesnake, a golden diamond, lying
qcross the road. He had come quite close before he saw it. Tne venomous viper had
a think body at least six feet long. Kim took out his pocket knife and cut a forked
stick about as long as the snake, Kim says, "The snake raised his head and licked

out his forked tongue as much as to say, 'Just touch me if you dare,' How he did

sing when I put the fork of the stick over his neck pinning his head to the ground.
How hard he tried to release himself," '/hen Kim grew tired of holding the snake
dovm he cashed the snake's head with the heel of his shoe. He cut off the ratt] f
and took it home to add to his collection of keepsakes.

During his twenty years of ministry in Kentucky Kim preached at least once in
about OQeJisffldred different churches. Two of these were in V/est Virginia and
several in southern Ohio. Over two thousand professions of faith were made in the
various meetings he held as pastor-evengelist. He lists no less than forty ministers
with whom he was associated during this pariod. Most of them, he says, "were v/ell
grounded in the principles of the Christian Church. They accepted nothing but the
Bible as tkeir guide# They were godly men who preached under the power of the Holy
Ghost* Under their preaching men and women were brought to repentance and confession,
and were saved, shouting the praises of God," Besides the St. John Church in Muses

Mills, Kim had the pleasure of organizing seven other churches and reorganizing four
others which had been inactive. These included the Crain Creek Church, near Muses
Mills, V/hite Oak in Greenup County, Sardis on the Clear Fork of'Triplet Creek, and
Miller's Chapel in Lawrence County, All of them were based on the cardinal principles
of the Christiain Church v/hich he believed were of divine origin.
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In the yw 1903, while Kim was still preaching in Kentucky, he had a vivid

^ressxon while praying that he should leave his nitive go west Z L
long believed in the power of prayer, and he had been prayin^forthe ll^rd ● fdf^“«fe

responsibilities, "VftiUe I was praying," he says, "suddenly a strange
sensation came over me. For a few moments I was completely silent. Then the call

men I said. Lord, I will go. Be thou ary guide and strength,

^.11 ’If Sunday Kira went to the St. John Church and told the people of his

was a^irae T *H ’ Presented ary resignation as pastor/^Se sja" 'i‘.
hoL ^ sadness and tears. I had organized and help build the church‘d _
^ years. I had married the majority of them, had baptiz"d
^received scores of them into church membership, and had preached a funera' fc-

l“s'LSL7:7irJi’^* ^ach’others joys and sorrow^ L^a hlilived as neigh^rs for all those years. It was a hard battle, but the hardest part

children away from a comfortable home to start a jour«
T- a 1 But we just left it with the Lord, believing he wcc' '

Sood of ail and for God's glory,
believe it has. To God be all the glory." 6i-u‘y.

i

*

ft

1.

Kim jounced a public sale and disposed.of all their farm implements live

h^^^d ^ f“rnlture. Shortly after this he sold the farm and ho^. On June 2, ISC 5
covered wagons. The .

th^thSe old2®aof^%T, fff'' husband, Minnie and Walker fi
w ' Arthur, and Preston; Kim and Mary, and their two yoe

children. Zenith who was two, and Alfred nine months, ^

tunitv^ra«ntlH*'^‘'^?/ !®"’" protracted meetings when ever oppor-
^ff ^® and bad roads impeded their pro-

gress, They pulled through mud, climbed steep hills, contended with high water
crossed rivers, and, of course, attracted attention as they drove through cities
to^s and villages in their covered wagons. As a rule people were very good t '

though, although occasionally they encountered some smartalecs wn*
Ho o ● Puttnig on a bold front. He made it a rule not to travel on Sunca-3.
He aimed, if possible, to attend church and sometimes he was invited to preach. I:
he coul^'t attend church he read from the Bible and taught his o\m family. A few

camped wm other travelers which gave him an opportunity to speak and
and sing and pray >o.th them, often to good effect.

10 th".

i

When the family reached Seelyville, Indiana they prepared to stop for the nizh
Kim went into a store to buy groceries and was asked by the proprietor, "Going to
give us a show?* "No," Kim replied, "it isn’t a show tent, but a gospel tent^'
you might hold us a meeting," the man said;'*I know you won't find a place that ned
It more,. Kim was interested immediately and asked if there were a good place to
r directed to the postmistress who owned a large lot with pUr.t

of shade and drinking water, and when Kim talked with her.she said she would be p'i
^ hi-s tent for a meeting. "A wonderful revival b:v.<

^ i’j” ^"v'“- scores were saved'] The revival lasted four weeks. Fortunately
the older ooys and Walker were able to get work with their teams and wagons which
paid them good wages. At the conclusion of the meeting, one of the local churches

which was i^thout a pastor at the time tried to persuade Kim to become their pastor
at one hundred dollars a month, /dthough he needed the money, he felt the Lord wai
leading him on, and he declined the call. Tv/enty years later, when Kim was preac.hi^
m northern Indiana, he met a man and his daughter who had attended the meeting in
Seelyville, They said that the revival spirit continued for months after
and that the fruits of the meeting were still in evidence after all those
"Thank the good Lord,

Kim left

years.

Kim says, "for his discreet leading
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one whose effect waa"'wt^dli^?®Hrreceived'’MiJ^®r°"® Seelyville was the onlymeet expenses on the trip, ^ eceived some remuneration which helped to

public school. The salary offered, one hu^ed^offf!:^^ !®°*' ^ ^^e
a good salary for teachers in those davs ““ considered
to find a place to preach. "I S U on west
had life to live overri wo^Tl a^I Lvfd^ne ® ^
for him. Bless his deL ^^an I could

Clay and his wife, were livinglherr it'is a h?t " ‘'i® ^^^ther,
. decided to settle in northe^em Kana«« ® to understand why Kira

Christian denomination in that section. Ther^was®'^® *®'"® “oosregations of the
people in Nemaha County north of Holton and nerhans^^t ® settlement of Kentucky
gravitate there because he had 7 was natural for him to

had been successful “ erganisJS rnZer ff ^r® “ Kentucky. Since he
looked upon Kansas as virgin territory that would*^®ee® Kentucky he may have
some Christian Churches, ^ offer opportunity for establishing

possibly do

with seme success in^he^PlLs^t^Valley ^ishborh’ oonducted a revival meeting
However, no church organisatiorwas effLted 5he ?of,® ^®" "®®^ Helton.

● small farm at Capioraa in Nemaha Countv The ®P^^ ’’® «
the son-in-law, Walker, secured jobs ^th the Roek'*T*'i Millie and Arthur, and
Preston started school, but soon^Lame^^di^lur^^L^firn Horton, Kansas
because he found that the rural schools in dropped out of school
Kansas schools. He left home in search of work hadn't prepared him for the
was difficult to secure steady employment found that as a minor it
he got a job to his liking on a MttU ranch! "®"^ ”®®‘

and A[?!Jed war^hteer^ntis Jo^er^The chif^e^ ‘*^®®
Kentuck!!“KifmaSra hlrnesrfo^^Jle S'so^he c^!d^ ‘'®d^b--oughrt“Lgn«r"the Children as passenger^ One n!ght not ions “i^h
greyhounds invaded the place and Carlo was killed in the^fr’ht'^*^® several
like losing a member of the family. The children's Unci^n fl’ "as
been there "he would be killing gr;yho^ds yet!" »'® had

wherev"e? SJorL:Uy"Sf:r:d'^he"fou\w!L""^ village of V/oodlawn and preached
The children played^mostirin Ih! back v!rd wh®®^ ^eak to Holton,
they ventured outside the front gate If it haDDenpH^+ ^ swing, bug sometimeswagon loads of Indians fmm d + * f . to be a Saturday, spring

their way into town. When the Reservation south of town drove by on
house for fear of bkng scalped coming they would scamper into the
earthquake in 1905. The tremors*of the Francisco
as Kansas that a tin cup was jarred off the "kUcherra^n^: ^te"*res'r'otrZ®'’ ®"®”
l*ile^the^e hn!IrnL^^t'^?!!e^Or!enrRailro!r!‘®'’"h'^r® Christian Conference.
Fmporia to Wichita, and t^at tL UuL ?oL fr r!! huilduig a railroad grade from
was the opportunity Kim had been lookina for h ^ booming. It seemed this
Cassody and moved his family there ^ ® ®°“'®® "“'‘thwest of
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Cassody was in the heart of the prairie section of Kansas,
for general fanning but was excellent for
beef cattle were shipped to Kansas for

It was too rough
grazing. Trainloads of Texas longhorn

, summer grazing on the range. This breed of
cattle was developed from stock introduced into North America from Spain, but is
now nearly extinct. The prospect of transporting cattle from Texas for summer

^sture on the prairie grass was the chief incentive for the building of a railroad.
The only road for general use through the area was a winding dirt road. V^ienever
people traveled this road they had to get out of their vehicle and open and close
gates between the ranches. This was hazardous since the cattle were usually gatherec

^ number of times when Kim was driving from Cassody to his appointmer ’
at Hatfield Green eleven miles northeast of Cassoday, the cattle stampeded and Kir. 1
had to whip his team Into a dead run to Avoid J^aving 'his'bug.'Ty upset by an infurisii ●
steer.

Kim set up his tent in the east edge of Cassoday and conducted a revival which
resulted in several conversions. A Christian Church was organized and a building
erected, Ihe building was a one-room frame structure v/ith pews, a portable pulpit a;-
Bible stand, and a parlor type cabinet organ such as was comiaon in country districts
at that time. The organ had pedals to force the air into tubes, and a row of knobs
could be pulled out to vary the tone. A bell installed in the belfry was rung by
the pulling of a rope below to summon the people of the countryside to worship.

The prospects in Cassoday were so attractive that a number of relatives

followed Kim and Mary to become a part of the sudden prosperity of this prairie
town, Kim's brother, Clay, resigned his position at Holton as a rural mail carrier

and opened an ice cream and candy parlor in Cassoday, Mary's sister, Florena, and
her husband, Charles Hanson, and four of the Fultz brothers and their families,
Came from Kentucky. Florena and Charles built a home on a small acreage on the
west side of tovm. V/aldo, who v;as interested in printing, launched a weekly news
paper under the masthead of The Cassoday Times. Andrew rented a farm several miles
east of Cassoday in the Cottonwood River Valley, Nathan worked with Andrev/, and Fred
settled in the county seat tovm of Fldorado,

The Cassoday church grew slowly and was unable to support a minister on more
than a fourth-time basis. During the summer of I9O7 Kim was called to be pastor of
the Christian Church in Towanda, Kansas ten miles west of Fldorado on a half-time
basis. He moved to Towanda in time for Zenith to start school as a first grader in
September. The school superintendent was Reuben Ham from Kentucky, a first ecu.sin
of Ella Hurst, Clay's wife, Kim continued preaching once a month each at Cassoday
and at Hatfield Green, He drove a horse and buggy to his appointments which entaile:
a monthly mileage of one hundred and forty miles on dirt roads. He conducted a

revival meeting at each of the three churches during the year, but at Towanda had
the assistance of another pastor, the Reverend H, Vernon Winter, who did the
preaching.

»

in tne laii 01 1907 Mary's parents, Mr. and Mrs, John Wesley Fultz, came from /
Wesleyville, Kentucky for an extended visit with their children. On Thanksgiving r
Day the family met east of Cassoday at the home of their son, Andrew, for a family I
reunion, said to be one of the most enjoyable and complete family reunions ever
held in Butler County, The company included six brothers and two sisters. It v/as

reported that the parents of "this large and fine family" were "much pleased with
Kansas, " and would probably locate in Kansas near Cassoday, However, father Fultz
became ill and after a few months the aging couple decided to return to their
Kentucky home.

Towanda was near the Whitewater River, and Kim often took his young son, Alfri
with him fishing. The river was well st.ocked with catfish. The common bullhead

catfish would bite any kind of bait and Kim thought it was very good for food.
However, in the hope of catching a channel catfish he would go to the river some-
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times in the eveninB md set his hooks in a sheltered place where the fish had a
V etbit of oaring for their young. Then he and Alfred would get up about davliaht to

inspect their lines. It wasn't uncommon to catch a fish weighing six to tL^nnnHo
, but one channel oat weighed eighteen pounds. «eigning six to ten pounds,

V. » ® interest in music, they were eager to
tove their daughter's musical talents trained and developed. Soon after arofiL^to
Tow^da they bought a piano so Zenith could take lessons! li ^s a BaiLrSri.h!
of dark walnut finish. Also, soon after moving to Towanda Kim bought a two-seated
surrey, a light four-wheeled carriage with two seats facing forofrd an^wU^
horsrwhteh°x- him without crowding. The one

^ the farm pulled the surreyby means of
shafts, Oie day the family climbed into the surrey for a drive. Zenith and he-

-mother were in the back seat, and Kim and Alfred in the fronrseat t a
sent^'Alfre^**' ‘'^^h-spirited animal kicked over the dashboard and'^^*^sent Alfred 3 cap into the back seat but didn’t touch his head,

n- those days for anyone to own a motor car, but the town physician
Dr. Johnson, drove one. The doctor lived across the street from xim -end v,<. a

^d zenith were good friends. Zenith and Alfred S^d th^^xcU^ i“hei>%i"f
Automobile when Margaret Johnson invited them to take a ride with her

father for several blocks around town.

It was the custom then for children to
For the children’s day program Kim coii^osed
old son to recite.

a

i

speak their pieces” at various. . programs,

an eight-line verse for his five-year

I am but a little man.
There isn’t much I know;
But I have had my troubles
As all of you shall know.
I had a little chicken

’Which just began to crow;
But-when the blessed preacher
Poor chicken had to go.

9

came.

A member of the, , . church in Matfield Green was Mrs, Mary Mitchell a rather fat

p^e-smoki^ widow whom everybody called Aunt Mary, She ran a variety store and '

ThfoMi^ ^ suitcase full of cloth goods, shirts, and dresses,
always excited when they saw Aunt Mary coming for they knew she

wo^d have some presents for them. A pipe-smoking woman was hilhirunusLl in that
's

.. iw ***® Towanda Church was Michael Orban, Jr. who lived
f f®" tiles out of town. Mrs. Orban was the daughter of a pioneer

*^ureh^“^iri"^®h®M ^®''®’'®"‘^ 1®®®= Mooney, who founded the Towanda
Church, idthough Mr. Orban v;asn't a wealthy farmer, he and his wife were generous

roened In th* ^ ^ew years later, when an oU field was
!“!"? *'‘’® wells were put down on Mr. Orban's place.

«eh f^ily moved to southern California where he invested
wch of his new wealth in the lumber business and a cattle ranch. In 1923 he

aurnh ‘^^Tars to Palmer College, a junior college of the Christian
^bany, Missouri for the erection of a classroom addition to the college's

. aoj^istration building, and also donated one hundred thousand dollars to Elon
.;^llep ^ North Carolina for the erection of a Christian Education building. It
,● ^3 the first building on any college campus to be devoted exclusively to Christian
y.,«»;.cation, and was dedicated in membry of Mrs, Orban’s father. Rev. Isaac Mooney,

on a

i/!
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donated elghty-flve thousand dollars to his old Mr. Orb-.ui
make possible the erection of a^moder^ nli^t^l!? th Towanda, Kansas to
Mooney Memorial Christian Church. Kim's'^meAd^in t was dedicated as the
through the yeare, and hardlv a Chri^tma. with this family contliripd
from Mr. Orbln wilhTs^taL am enclL^^^Hf ®
Christian Churoh were poorly paid. * ministers in the

in the''^aj;:'^ty!"zSlnS“ii:f?"ed® HunS:^‘’L®h‘'®, "’"''f*'
they transferred tq the elementary school school only two or three weeks befor«
and Alfred in the first SoT^L tw! second grade,
the older boys learned that the new mn-? entered school in Beaumont some of
the temptati^ tiidly a^raS S^n’^schi!l''rL® cculdn-t resist
eliiiied up in the belfry So^^ ti^ recessed for the dav some of the boys
he came ^t. zSith wa^a^rrenouert^®^ eggs as
her hands on thearbut sS^wL f''! '●hem if she could havf put
and did nothing to rebuke the bovs incensed at the teacher who sispiy laughed
interferenoe^r herimie brothe;. ^^
wor,h?!!®!;® ’'“no organised Christian Churoh
worship was used by the Christian Church
Sundays# Kim continued
Hatfield Greent

run

in Beaumont, but a union house of

......... S““2“ « at

groundfatt^Sd ch^XrSu^S°Sch^ol*therf The^C^?ft“^^ der.omiMtional back-

been reared in a Methodist family and sfe'^rtt spnnklcd. She had
Uthough he had never sprinkl^^an^i w “f’,*' *'® baptize her
form, he yielded Lt thiri^tl^crSS sorinwL^a^®^' im»«rsicn to be the rrope-
she was the only perso„\:'’:vT:ap“tiz:rbrth^s'L%r!'^ ''f.OV.Tl

the fright was switchinrd^s n»v»i . ® "'hiie
ever^invite them in. She believed so^me we^^e^^^y^r^anisp^^LurS^mo'^i^'er^’

rs-.jusdT.SET~
time that a ChristJ Church :rTa^rt:d t.^Is“ ^
breed"dog.1rwarsffmL°i®thrit wa^^ ^®>--i®'
it was playing in the grass The chiidr**^^ ^ distinguish it from a big rat when
and the nei^or children scent Trixie, and Zenith and Alfred

was killed vme"hrwL n1!pp?S\nhe heefslot. The children an nf Sh/d , © heels of a horse that v/as grazing in a nearby

interred to the accoitpaniment of profuse tears and great reverence. ’

as

never matenalizec.

er.

were
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One Wednesday evening in the summer of 1910 the family walked to the c'-urck
for the midweek prayer service and looking up saw a comet in the western skv.
was Halley's Comet v;hich astronomers have determined

It

appears every seventy-six
years. This heavenly body is estimated to contain twenty-five million tons of
matter, The bright star-like portion is thousands of miles in diameter, and the
tail as much as one hundred million miles in length* It was visible in the sky
0^ a few nights. It is predicted that it will be visible on the earth again in
19^«

. Kim supplemented his meager salary by painting a number of buildings in the
town. He had a large garden in which he raised vegetables, and the place he rented
had a number of fruit trees, Mary had learned early in life to can fruits and
vegetables and thus was able bo save a great deal on the food budget, Sh“ baked
lightbread regularly as well as pastries for the family, and kept enough chickens
to supply the table with eggs and meat. Once a year the people of the churches
surprised the preacher with a "pounding" and brought gifts of food and clothing.

XVI

In the late winter of 1910 Kim became interested in the possibility of home
steading in New Mexico, A friend, John Humphries, v.’ho originally was from Kentucky
and later was Kim's neighbor in Nemaha County, Kansas, had gone to New Mexico for
his wife's health. The mild, dry, Invigorating climate had made New Mexico in
creasingly a popular health resort, especially for any suffering with lung trouble*

.i-Irs, Humphries was confined to the bed with tuberculosis, and her doctor told
her husband that her days were numbered if he didn't take her to a higher, drier
climate. Kim's second son, Arthur, also became interested in New Mexico and filed

a homestead of three hundred and twenty acres adjoining Mr. Humphries place.

About the same time a distant cousin of Kim's, Jack Hurst, who lived near
Hatfield Green, talked with Kim about the possibility of homesteading in Mew r.exico.
Kim talked it over with Mary and decided to go with Jack Hurst to look the situation

. Kim liked what he found. New Mexico v;as a territory of the United States
that time and much of the public land had_been opened to settlers under the

stead law. The blue skies, the golden sunshine, and the plains covered with
nutritious gramma grass, impressed Kim as adequate for meeting the simple needs of
lile. The elevation was between six and seven thousand feet above sea level. Grer.t
flocks, of sheep grazed upon the undulating plains which spread out between the
mesas and the .mountains.

New Mexico was known as the Land of Sunshine with only about twenty-three
cloudy or rainy days a year, and no extremes of heat or cold. Although it had
snow in vrinter, the average winter temperature was only 35 degrees, and the mean
summer temperature only 71 degrees. The cactus and yucca plants v/ere abun/.ant.

^ tree cactus contained a large amount of tissue adapted to the storage of ’/ater,
cattle and goats with horns often satisfied their thirst by eating the pulp after
rubbing the branches to remove the thorns. The Yucca, also called the "soap v;eed"
locally, was the state flower, and its root was used sometimes as a substitute for
soap.

on

over
at

ijhcT.e-

some

'ihe

anu

Although little of the land was as yet under cultivation, it was being rapidly
pre-empted by homesteaders from various states. He decided this was not only a
promising area for dry land farming, but an area of religious need among the settlers.
Perhaps this might be the answer to his call to "go west." So, on April 8, 1910 he

. went to the land office in Fstantia and filed on a claim of three hundred and twenty
^acres adjoining Arhtur's place. It was located three and one-half miles south of

Progresso in Torrance County, and about seventy miles south east of Albuquerque. ^5
\
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% Kim returned to Beaumont and made preparations to move. During the summer
Kim‘8 oldest eon, William, who was employed as a boilermaker at the Burlington
Railroad Shops in Havelock, Nebraska, visited his parents. Having heard of Kim
plan to move to New hexico he wanted to learn more about it. At the time the

boilermakers union was on strike for higher wages and better working conditi
When Kim told Willie that another claim joining his claim on the east was still
open for homesteading, Willie decided not to return to his job in Havelock but
go with the family to New Mexico.

Kim leased a freight car from the Frisco Railroad in which to ship the major
portion of his belongings, including the furniture and a team of horses. When

livestock was shipped it was necessary for someone to accoupany it so as to feed
and water the animals. The rest of the family left Beaumont by train on October 5ti"
and Willie accompanied them so he could file on his claim before someone beat him

to it. Kin rode the freight car and was on the way nearly a week. One time his car
was sidetracked for nearly two days before it was picked up. The family stayed at
the Humphries’ home until Kim arrived.

The first requirement was a place to live, and the claim had no improvement
on it yet, Kim had brought with him the large tent which he brought from Kentucky,
and which he had used for evangelistic meetings. He pitched the tent on his claim
for shelter until he could build a house. He divided the tent in half, reserving
OTie side for living quarters and the other half for the horses euid a cow which he

purchased soon after arrival so as to have milk f6r the family. Since there was
no well on the place, and none of the close neighbors had yet put down wells, it h-
necessary to haul water several miles for house use and for the stock.

Willie and Arthur drove the team and wagon to the Manzana Mountains about for.
miles west and secured a load of lumber at a saw mill to build the house which Kir

was eager to coi^lete before the winter set in. The house was twelve by twenty-four
feet in dimension and two stories high. The downstairs was divided into two rooms

of equal size, one room doubling as kitchen and dining room, and the other as a
living room and bed room. 1^6 upstairs was undivided and was used as another becircf

and for storage. The upstairs was reached from the kitchen by means of a ladder.
Kim dug a cave near the house in which to store the canned fruit and. vegetables
which Mary had put up during the summer.

It was becoming almost too cold to live in a tent by the time the house was
completed. Kim and the older boys did all the work. They cut cedar and pine tree
poles in the nearby forest to erect a temporary shelter for the livestock, They
roofed it over with the limbs of the cedar trees., and placed the perpendicuiai' polt
close together so as to kepp out the wind and weather. The climate was relatively
mild and this shed actually served as a fairly adequate barn during the three year?
Kim was on this place. The older boys excavated dugouts on their claims for living
quarters. The dugout was the first improvement which many of the settlers provided
on their claims. It was roofed over with poles covered with mud and sod, and sealec
inside overhead with heavy building paper. About the only furniture in the boys
dugouts were a stove, table and chairs, and a built-in bunk. Willie also built a
small shed for a bam.

Kim’s place was only a mile from the forest where there were many wild animal;

The chief fur-bearing animals were the badger, coyote, skunk, lynx, and bob cat.
Since Kim needed to tap every possible source of income, he bought some steel trap;
and caught a number of animals during the first winter. One night v/hile they fami'.;
was still living in the tent the dog, Sambo, ;Tot into a fight with a big wolf, i-n''
Willie and Arther ran out in their bare feet with their fevolvers hoping to shoot
the wolf, but every time they started to shoot the dog would get between them and
the wolf* The wolf got away, and the next morning they saw the tracks of what appe.

,1
●c

'M

ions.

^5-

to

3.

the

}
ije

ijsj

?!

●s

I

i

ini..

!l

(■

;1



1

to have heen a "Xobo"^ a large timber wolf which was very destructive of chickens
and young calves % At the time the government
the pelf of a lobo.

paying fifteen dollars bounty forwas

There was considerable demand for furs. It is important to catch the animals
during the coldest weather when the animals are provided with a thick covering
beneath the lo^ h^rs of the fur. This extra covering was what made the pelts of
value. Kim baited his traps with rabbit meat and went the rounds of his traps
regularly because he didn't want the animals to be tortured once they were caught.
As a young man in Kentucky he had learned how to skin the animals and knev/ that
great care was required to prevent any cut or other damage that would lower the
value of the pelt. After skinning the animals he stretched the pelt on a board of
the proper shape and tacked it with the fur inside so the skin could dry. He shipped
the furs to the i^sten Fur Company in St. Louis, Missouri, which was the largest
American center for the processing of raw furs.

Iiuch of Kim's time during the winter and early spring months was given to
cutt^g, hauling, and setting cedar posts around his place. The posts were set
aOout a rod apart, and on them two strands of barbed
several hundred posts to enclose three hundred and
the pasture away from the cultivated

wire were stretched. It took

twenty acres, and to partition
area.

The few famUiee in the conwrunity were faced with an educational problem,
widely scattered population, and to some extent because of

English- and Mexican-speaking residents. Toward
sprir^ of that first year four families formed a subscription school for three
months with one of the mothers as teacher, Mrs. Guy Beedle was engaged as the
teacher, and the school was held in her mother's dugout, Mrs, Beedle was a
graduate of the Kansas State Normal School and v/as an excellent teacher. The

Mountain and hauled logs to
build a school house. The one-room building was erected on a "school section" which

government for support of the public schools whenever they
were established. The floor was of dirt, and the room was heated by a wood-burning^
heater. Again it was a subscription school with Mrs. Beedle as the teacher. About^

involved in the payment of the teacher for a term of six months.

^ ® Children, and Mrs, Beedle taught all the gradesXII v*iie one room.

A year later a new district school„ .... X . - V7as opened at Progresso in a one-room
t-eacher. All children, both white and Mexican, attended the school,

and Alfred walked the three and one-half miles to the school

the r In the coldest winter months Zenith roomed with
school, and afred rode horseback. The school

term was for eight months.

I

Central Railroad which ran from Santa Fe in
the north to Torr^ce where it made a connection with the Southern Pacific-Rock
Island Lines southeast. A box car station and water tank stood beside the tracks

one train each way a day. Progresso had a country store and a post
office which was in the store run by a I'lr, Boone, a white man whose wife was I
in addition to the store and school house the "town" was composed only of three
four Mexican ranch homes at the foot of the Rattlesnake Hills. Most of the tradin'^
was done in the town of V/illard, thirteen miles northwest of Progresso which had
bus^ess establishments such as are usually found in a shopping and marketing
center — a department store, two or three groceries, a hardware and lumber yard
a hotel, a bank, and a couple of restaurants. V/illard was the junction point'of the

vNew Mexico Central and the Santa Fe railroads.

Mexican.

or
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«any ^ ^‘“'® i"rawy Awer areas 3^ New Mexico. They are teinporary lakes formed bv water frr^m +hc.

iniJ^eTSith leaving barren mud beds
the u Sight In the area between Progresso and Willard were

the prairie dogs which are members of the ground squirrel familv Thev are ah«nf

colcSe^viS™ bu^rowfShich
fodder and accommodate the famUy. In digging their burrowi

they throw up a mound of earth which prevents water running into their horned nir
hiitT>*u^^iv*^****t**?^*^^ possible to shoot one without it falling back into itj
burrow. Ihe prairie dog was very destructive of crops. ^

In the spri^ of his first year in New Mexico, after the fence was comoleted

s^^ceLr°treef clearing the acreage for cultivation, cutting aJS grubbhi*trees, cactus, and soap weeds. The sod had never been broken bv a olow^
S thrSSL"®ire ?“ 4 *'®!'®„‘’®®" ‘"’'°‘'®P ®i"®® sandy soil soon becomes eroLd
IviM dJ^^ Th? Alfred planted a watermelon patch in the low-

season was greater than usual and the harvest was encouraging. Kim took first orize

'^‘’® watermelon patch was so productive
that he hauled wagon loads of melons and fed them to the pigs. ouucoive

ChaperS Pr^r^sr community, but there was a Roman Catholic^
ThS L ■ J??’ religion among the Mexicans was Roman Catholic.
If surprising since the early settlements were due largely to the efforts

invited several times to preach for a Methodist '
on^dl^ ®"'‘ services in his home
fLtS^ After^h^f’ "®^®''"'®fo" cutting each Sunday as a fellowship
eature. ^ter the log sohoolhouse was build he conducted services there and a

Sunday School was organised with Charley Sheehan as SuperinteiSent.
T.T.ni.r.^1 invited the neighbor families to his home for a Christ,™*'
tlu^t flr^^om “®"‘^°°* “® ® =®<lar tree about eight fee!^

^ °°™®'' *''^® kitchen next to the
ladder. Mary ^d Zenith popped cord and strung the white pops to decorate the tree

F^ank Dawson, was the Santa Claus. SanL^ame do^ the l^el
from the upstairs to give out the presents.

miiyht^^ ^ ^ ^ but, his primary hope was that he
establish the cause of God's kingdom, "0, I do love to

preach the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ," he said. In addition to the Sunday Sch«

which was orga^zed at Progresso Kim started preaching at Cedarvale, a village^tweln
M^cf ■ “®/®^*’.^®‘'®^«as a wide open field for the Christifn Churd

«sd ^®,*^“'®iPJ-e3 of the Christian Church take here so readily," he
ht:f* „ u **® ®"°“Sh to support a pastor. If we couii
^lat w^^f ccnseorat^ ministers supported by the Home Mission Board such a
wh^LrtL Si? ?● “lurches are sending their missionaries to work her*wny not the Christian Church, also?"

® two-weeks revival at Cedarvale, and as a result of a number of

conv^ions and r^onsaerations he organized a Christian Church with twenty-three
ch^ter members. He conducted a baptismal service at a pond on the side of the
Gallinaa Mountain south of Cedarvale. A basket dinner was served and a large crowd

atten^nce. In ^e of 1912 a special Children's Day program was given at
●+u at Progresso. Kim felt both programs were successful and that

o+ generous. The program at Progresso was held outdoors
at tne foot of the Huames Fxeaa about five miles west of Kim's home.

!
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With steep sides and flat top. After the Children«s Hav range
people end children climbed ?he eL% srdrcf the Lee aS^fc^d
a broad level area covered with gra« and bushL!
«f th!^! ■'etreat for the mountain lion or puma.
Of these animals invaded one of the ranches at the foot of the
the owner’s ranch ar.imals. V/hile the
reluctant to attack

One night one
mesa and threatened

is ferocious, it is ordinarily
rh»«oH *h 1 ● rancher got his gun and with the help of his doe ^

nextirto^Le s" ^abLLtl^^f oTL^'Lil
and“Lr?L^:n/:L iLtdefoL^?^fle“rwL

raising of sheep was an extensive business with the Mexicans, Kim savs it

^hLh *'®" thousand sheep in one great herd. Tv;o or three
shepherds were able to take care of them with the help of a cLple of dog" The
shepherds usually slept out on the ground winter and summer,

toe winter two Mexican shepherds came to Kim's house in search of some sheen

become lost in a snow storm. It was toward evening, and Kim
● invited them to have supper and spend the night. The next morning Zenithplaved
several pieces on the piano, and the Mexican guests

^ her some money — her first paid performancei so pleased that they gavewere

Before the homesteaders fenced their claims the Mexicans could graze their

Conaequenuy somrof th^
h ® ^''^''^sion of the white people into their territory. Kim

thought he could detect a suspicious expression in the eye of a Mexican^'n ike that
tit ^ However, S got Iw wfu
raised\^n^M brought him a supply of vegetables he had
raised in his irrigated garden. One cabbage head weighed

1'^‘exicans lived in adobe houses constructed of unburnt sun-dried
bricks. Adobe was used because of the cheapness and ease of construction, and also
because adobe houses are always cool. The soil was sandy loam, and when it was moist
^tn^h Plastic and could be molded into any shape. The stiff mud was molded
mo bricks of various sizes, and then baked by exposing the bricks to the sun for

: ten days or two weeks. During this time the bricks were turned every day.
they were dry the adobe bricks were almost unbreakable.

’ ^He Mexicans didn’t use adobe bricks in constructing their houses, they
often stood poles close together and plastered them inside and out with adobe

morW, Floor ^d roof also were of adobe. The interior walls were whitewashed with
.. °>anka earth which was white as chalk.

eighteen pounds.

'.’/hen

Most of the Mexican homes were plainly furnished. The women liked to v/ear silk
dresses and beads, but the Mexican men dressed like other American men in that
section. Usually they wore broad brimmed hats and cowboy boots. They liked to ride

● last horses and break v;ild broncos. They were fond of horseracing, bullfightin<^
(/.cockfighting, i/hen drinking their usual way of fighting was \vith a knife. Mev'ican
young people married young and raised large families.

and
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XVII

Duri^ his residence in New Mexico Kim took a number of excursions into vari.
parts of the territory. He visited Albuquerque and brought back glowing reports o
the orops grown there in the valley of the Rio Grande River whose waters were
diverted for irrigation, \/hile there he visited a Navaho reservation. He found th
Navaho Indians an industrious people who supported themselves mainly by the raisii

which the sheep grew was worked into yarn and then woven into
skillful designs on rather primitive looms. The Navaho Indians are noted for the
beautiful blankets they v/eave, and Kim brought home a rose colored blanket v/ith a
border of black stripes at each end. The Navaho women made pottery, baskets, and
silver omaioents in their homes which were round huts made of adobe

It is said they learned their art from the Pueblo tribe.

Kim remembered that a boyhood chum from Kentucky, Joseph Seavor, was living
in Capitan, New Mexico about one hundred miles south of Progresso, and he decided
to drive down to see him. The trip took him over several mountain ranges and
through some of.New Mexico Is-six national forests. The New Mexico mountains were

rich in coal and .mineral deposits — gold, silver, copper, lead, iron, and zinc 	
and also stones from which p?e6i6us gems wef§ hade. He visited a number of mine.s
and brought home some rocks as souvenirs.

The forests through which Kim traveled were composed principally of pine,
cedar, and pinion. The pinion tree is a variety of pine which bears small edible
nuts.

I
■i:

'.'ll

S

-covered logs.

i

In the foothills and the valley east of the Tucalote (or Owl) Mountain Kim
traveled through fertile pasture lands where herds of cattle and flocks of sheep
were grazing. Water was abundant here at a depth of about two hujidred feet.

Kim spent several days in Capitan and had a good visit with "Uncle Jo" Seavor.
While there he was invited to preach at the United States I4arine Hospital
Stanton, He was warmly received by the patients.

New Mexico was organized as a territory of the United States in l850. It made
several attenpts to gain admission to the Union but failed until 1912 when it was
admitted as the forty-seventh state. The residents had voted on a provisional
constitution in 1911. Kim was proud to be a citizen and to have the privilege of
voting in the first election after New Mexico became a state, at the same time
voting for "Teddy" Roosevelt on the Progressive ticket. To Kim's great disapproval
and regret Woodrow VJilson was elected in the three-way contest between Roosevelt,
William Howard Taft, and Wilson.

The year New Mexico was admitted to the Union, Kim hitched his team to a
springwagon and took his family to Gran Quivera national monument for a Fourth of

July celebration. Gran Quivera was about twenty-five miles south of Willard. It
was the site of a legendary city named Humanas, but in historic times it was first
occupied about 1300 by the Aztec Indians from Mexico, It contains the

Spanish churches built in the seventeenth century about the time the Pilgrims
landed at Plymouth on the other side of the continent.

Kim and his family spent the first night with friends about fifteen miles ●
south of Willard. Kim had been invited to deliver an Independence Day address the
next day, and in keeping with the patriotic occasion he decorated his team with

bunting of red, white, and blue, the streamers running from the horses collars
back to the dashboard of the vehicle.

The Gran Quivera ruins stood on a high hill and was reached by a road cut
up the north slope. It was about all the team could do to climb it with a light

at Fort
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delightful scene with its everereL «“ a
encircling mountains and hills covered with cedi?s‘a^pi“ll?^^‘’"®'

the ~eJl?.‘'The^^dest^ooJli^^ity®house iT
south slope of the ridgl ?w™kertL the
individual family housfs to community hLserwith®LveJ^l^mfv^®®i?‘'f"®®‘*-^''°"'
Side. This house was constructed about 1300 Bv 1600 +hs« living side by

Spanish ideairxhrlgenL thL"f inculcating
sionaries who visited the Pueblos ^trnrinrL^r Franciscan mis-
In 1629 a very fine church was built and dpdi r established missions,
church was dedicated t"sL Buenaien^^e Bv 167I th.""" " '“-6"
drought, accompanied by famine oestilanrp Ld "®s abandoned. A severe
much of the p^ulation. ’ stilenoe, aid raids by the Apaches, had destroyed

, among

animals,

join ln^?hf%elebration®’'^m'1'frs’'^® l«"«hes and to
b, d«.ri.. infSorss Sisi.s%sf
sve:V'f°" T'’ ●●●■“■ “ ●"'■» s. .SoSiS fb.

the united States as part of the^MeSc^^ C^ssS.
was in any way guilty of any immoral acts in the hexio^ he^L^?t

to

United States

say so.

cool-headed army ^out an^ ?^il^lighter! ' ~ frontiersman and

early^nhabi!ants®'‘b!!nh.‘'! ''f ® °"=® Provided water for the
Hrias^iU level with sand!
patriotic ide!ls w!re ^!e^!®St"^a! c!ea!i™i^cefih reunions andhn j X ne was cteariy convinced that the Mexican War

Siffr/iEEbSSESL-pfEnf.r-^ “● «".= i
. . f®rly in the spring of 1913 Kim was deeply moved by news of a disaatmi** ri

^ich swept over the city of Dayton, Ohio whLe the Ladq!!!!!!ers !f th!^
to“taow"!!me°of*'the' ministry in Kentucky and southern Ohio he "'had comew know some of the people who were involved. The flood affected great section-

u“e!'tn^he®Miami“RlJ^r f destruction was in the city of Dayton where''ievees on the Miami River gave way and sent a mighty wall of water, twelve to fiftepn
feet deep, with resistless force through the strlej of the ci?r6ne of Kim-s dll

hristian

of

61



ii*i«nds. Reverend J, F* Burnett, described it in part as follows: "Every loose
thing began to float down the streets, horses were swept off their feet, wagons
were overturned, houses were washed from their foundations, great blcoks of pavemeiv
were tom up, plate glass was smashed into bits, families clung to rafters in their
attics while others broke through the roof and sat all night in total darkness in
the rain, shivering in the cold^ The worst sight of all were the many fires that
broke out* All night long the lurid flames could be seen shooting heavenward.
Buildings collapsed, and we knew that within those crumbling walls were many
precious lives which could not possibly sur^/ive the awful catastrophe. It was an
indescribable tragedy. For three days and nights some were without fire or food.

Many were separated from loved ones for days not knowing whether they had perished
as the waters tossed and tumbled about in their merciless embrace of human life aj-.d
property."

For about six weeks the city of Dayton was under military government. The
Publishing House of the Christiaii Church, and the First Christian Church, suffered
great damage* Eighty-six thousand persons were in the bread lines for two v/eeks.

Twenty-six other towns and cities were affected by the flood. Many lives were lost,
and property damage in the two states was estimated at five hundred million dollars

one hundred million of that in Dayton alone. Kim’s heart was full of

he wrote, "and cannot help the perishing.
Yet our prayers go up daily in their behalf. I do thank God for those who are helpin
in this awful time of need."

sorrow. "V/e are

two thousand miles away in the far west,

XVIII

The sunsner of 1913 was a very discouraging one in New Mexico because of a seven

drought. It was so dry that the seeds Kim planted didn't even sprout* The only thiJi^
that seemed to grow in spite of the lack of rainfall v:as the sunflower. With keen

foresight Kim cut and stacked great loads of the sunflowers in the hope that they
might help carry the stock through the wxnter. Perhaps this kept the cows and ho'r
from starving. Because of the drought Willie and Arthur went to Kansas to work in
the wheat harvest.

In August, only a few months after he had proved up on his claim and received
title for it from the goverhment, Kim suffered a heart disturbance. His doctor
didn't know the primary cause, but believed that the high altitude might be a con
tributing factor. He was advised to change to a lower altitude as soon as possible.
So, late in the month, Kim left by train for Kansas ivhile i-lary and the chilch'en sei
about disposing of the furniture. They were able to sell most of it to a Mexican
family that lived about half way between Progresso and. Cedarvale, The unsold things
were left in the house.

By this time Willie had returned from Kansas. He took charge of things so Mary
and the children could Join Kim in Kansas in time for school. Arthur decided not

to return to New Mexico and got a Job in northeastern Kansas husking corn. Until
late autumn Kim and the family stayed with Minnie and Walker Fultz in Emporia where
Zenith and Alfred enrolled in the Century Public School, Zenith in the sixth grade
and Alfred in the fifth. .

In November Kim accepted a call to preach for the Christian Churches at liatfiel!
Green and Cassoday, half time at each place. He had served these churches before ani
it was like going back home. He moved the family to Cassoday where he rented a four*
room house, Cassoday had long since become a ghost town. The Orient Railroad had
abandoned the plan to build a railroad through this area. Consequently, this cominun::
which had experienced such sudden prosperity Just as suddenly became a mere hamlet
with nothing to show for its experience but a trackless right-of-way, a nuiriber oi
vacant buildings, and a couple of dozen houses.

ses
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The Methodist Church in Cassoday was one of a circuit of two churches served

by the same minister. The Christian Church had no more than tw^ty members and paid
Kim only two hundred dollars for the year. The mtfield Green Church was
stronger and had a number of prosperous farmers in its membership. In addition to
some cash salary the members gave their pastor some produce from the farm, aid Mary
kept some hens which provided eggs and an occasional roast. A member of the Methodist

Church in Cassoday whose daughter belonged to the Christian Church gave Kim a quart
of milk each day which Alfred picked up each morning in a half gallon bucket. Minnie
and Walker sent a barrel of used clothing, and Kim cut wood in the country for fuel
to tide the family through the winter,

● Daring the winter of 1913-19114 Kim conducted revival meetings in both of his
churches as was his custom. One night, v/hen the family returned from the services
in Cassoday, they were surprised to find Kim’s brother and his wife. Clay and Ella

'-Hurst, waiting at the door. They had come to Burns by train and had hired someone
to bring them on out to Cassoday. They had come for a few days visit and to see
if they could be of some help in the meeting. Clay and Flla were Methodists, and
Clay and Kim had many earnest discussions about religion, especially about baptism.
Kim was convinced that immersion was the proper form while Clay marshalled evidence
in favor of sprinking and esqjressed doubt that the three thousand who repented on
the day of Pentecost could have been baptized. Neither was persuaded to change his
views, but neither esteemed the other less because of his contrary views.

Early in the spring of 191i4 Kim returned to New Mexiso to help Willie dispose
of the stock and the rest of the furniture and farm implements. He sold his claim

" to Jack Hurst whose place joined Kim’s on the south. Willie decided not to remain
in New Mexico and he and Kim drove a team of horses through to Cassoday. After a

, few days visit Willie drove on to Holton where he vrorked for a brief period with
his Uncle Clay in an ice cream business which Clay had started. V/illie and Arthur

, later sold their claims to John Humphries and thus closed the New Mexico chapter
in the family's homesteading experience.

VJhen Kim returned from New Mexico he planted a garden which provided fresh
vegetables for the table and for the canning of green beans and tomatoes to run the
family through the winter. During the summer he and Alfred went fishing in the
Walnut and Cottonwood Rivers which helped to provide meat for the family diet. At a
Fultz family reunion a 23-pound carp (buffalo) v/as caught in the Walnut River. An
odd characteristic of this fish was a row of "pearl" teeth in its throat. Kim

extracted them with plyers and kept them for some time as a rare curio.

One of the memorable events in Cassoday that summer was a Children’s Day pro-
^ gram in June. The young people, under the leadership of Miss Lillian Bridenstein,
' picked wild flowers from the prairie and decorated the church for the occasion.

^'' long time residents said they had never seen a church in Cassoday more beautifully
decorated. The program was typical of that era with recitations, songs, and drills.

^ In July war broke out in Europe and soon engaged many nations in a titanic
conflict. Some students of the Bible thoiight it might be the great battle of
Armageddon spoken of in the book of Revelation, Jealousy, hatred, fear, and mutual
distrust between the nations had been building up to a threatening degree, and for

^ many years the nations had been storing up munitions in preparation for a possible
conflict. The spark which set off the explosion was the assassination of the

. Austrian Crown Prince and his wife by a Serbian, The Austrian government held the
Serbian government responsible, and in this Austria was supported by Germany,

!■' Austria’s ultimatum was so severe that Serbia, which denied responsibility for the
i'v incident, felt she could not meet the demands, and on the 28th of July Austria

.declared war. Surrounding nations believed their interests were involved and began

some
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esxem iront. In the east the Russian and German
before many months Italy and Turkey entered th
but the United States

lu/n.

on the

armies confronted each other, and
e war. The world was engulfed in fear,

was determined to maintain the strictest neutrality.
PV, latter part of August Kim attended several conferences of the Christian

he had been a j^e^er since soon after his arrival in Kansas fron Kentuok;
The N°eola"*CWh f Christian Church five miles northwest of'^ron.rtnri 1 f^ Church had just erected a new building and the new edifice was ded^
d^^ig tne conference. The president of the conference was detained becaus
ness, and as vice-president Kim presided in his absence.

e of which

The

. lCdt«

e of ill-

ssi-Vr'-'5“promised to pay Kim three hundred dollars , a total of six hundred dollars fo^th
year. He returned home after conference and preoared to move his familv to Tnmp

♦

f

When Kim returned to Cassoday he learned that
the Republican ticket for Justice of the Peace i
In view of his anticipated
the nomination,

p scanty household goods from Rosalia, a railroad station south

of Cassoday, ^d the family reverted back to the mode of transportation used a decaa.
earlier when they emigrated from Kentucky. Kim had brought a team of gray porchoon
covprpd^w'^ ^ wagon from New Mexico, and he had kept the canvas and bows for the

miscellaneous luggage and again turned

he had been nominated to

- in Sycamore Townsh.ip of Butler Countj
removal from the bounds of the tovmship he had to decLi;.'

run on

ijif

it
5'

i

The distance from Cassoday to T’lron was about ninety miles,

days and a half for the trip, Kim had already rented a

could decide about permanent living quarters.

and it took two

house temporarily until he
'i

i

Turon was a town of about. o six hundred inhabitants with tv/o railroads,
elevator and flour mill, the usual number of shores and professional offices,
churches, and a water tank to supply water to all residents who could afford
the necessary plumbing installed. A few months after his arrival in Tutor Kim bough-,
a otee room house in the northeast part of toim. The lot which was 75 x 150 feet

wMPh the horses, a henhouse, some fruit trees, and a good well of water
h r"* ^ installment pi

because he had spent most of the proceeds of the place in New Mexico for living
e^enses. There was an oral agreement that he would pay six hundred dollars for the
place, twenty-five dollars every three months, and that in the event he v/as unable
to meet the payments the o^vner would accept the team of horses and carriage as can
payment for the place. Kim did have a little over a hundred dollars in the hank and

■^e bank cashier persuaded him to invest it in some oil stock in Cklalioma fror whic-
he never received any dividends.

an
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to have

r
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1
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Kim continued driving his team andxu^ ^ X -XU „ carriage to his appointments. Occasionally
family went with Kim to his appointments, but usually they attended church i

TMron with school friends. The first year they attended the United Brethren Church
where a lovable old gentleman by the name of Hinshaw was minister,. He had whiskers

in
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and wore a .long frock’ coat. Everybody called him "Uncle Hinshaw." At the end of
the conference year Uncle Htnshaw retired and was succeeded by a woman minister.
Since the Methodist Church had a stronger Sunday School program with a graded

curriculum, and because more of the children’s friends attended there, they decided
to change to the Methodist Church. At the beginning of their third year in Turon
one of the high school teachers. Miss Stella Tremaine who was superintendent of the
Sunday School at the Disciples of Christ Church, invited Zenith to lead the singing
for the Sunday School assembly. So Zenith and /Vifred tfansferred to the Disciples
Church and attended there every Sunday they were in tovm. The only church they did
not attend during their residence in Turon was the Catholic.

The first winter in Turon Kim developed double pneumonia and was unable to meet

his appointments for over a month. After he had recovered sufficiently he conducted
revival meetings at his two churches, doing the preaching himself. Five new members-
were added at Neola and nineteen at Pleasant Hill. Tv/o of the converts at Pleasant

Hill felt a call to the ministry

Henry Cole, pioneer Christian minister in Kansas, and Kester Mock, a senior in high^
school. Mr. Cole became active in the local church and in the affairs of the con

ference, but didn’t seek ordination. Kester Mock pursued a college education and
later became an ordained minister in the Church of the Disciples of Christ in the
county seat city of Hutchinson.

The 1915 sessions of the Southern Kansas Christian Conference were held in

August at the Christian Church in the town of Tovjanda where Kim had been pastor
briefly several years earlier. He especially enjoyed seeing many of his old parish-^
ioners from various churches during the conference sessions. At the close of the
conference he visited a number of friends in the area and in Wichita and Fureka.

He then went on to northeastern Kansas to see his brother Clay in Holton, and his
■ sister, Elizabeth Wheat and her family, in Sabetha. l/hile there he preached several
times at the Woodlawn Church south of Sabetha v?here he had preached for a time soon
after he arrived in Kansas from Kentucky. At Woodla’/m he saw a niece, Berta Humphre

daughter of his pother Souire Hurst, He visited many old Kentucky friends here and
at Netawaka* Most of these had been converted in his meetings in Kentucky, and he
had united many of them in marriage, Kim enjoyed this visit immensely and felt they
had "a glorious time together."

While he was in this area Kim decided to go on to St. Joseph, Missouri to see
his son, Preston, and his family, VJhile he was in St. Joseph he visited a boyhood ,
chum. Dr. Scott Morrison. It was the first time they had met for forty years.

Kim was also invited to preach at the little Christian Church in South St. Josepr
At the Sunday morning service he had an uncommon experience. Before the service
began a young couple handed him a marriage license and asked if he would marry th rr..
Kim told them he would, but suggested that they wait until after the service. A larg?
crowd was present. "The Lord helped the preacher," Kim says, "and the Holy Spirit
descended on the people so that we had a good meeting. Several came to the altar,
and among them was the young lady who was to be married. For the time being I think
she forgot all about the wedding as she prayed earnestly for her salvation. It did
me good to hear the young man of twenty-one pray for his intended. He was a sanctified
young man and had a New Testament in his pocket — a strange thing for a young man
to have in his pocket on his wedding day I Many a young man would have had a bottle
of the devil's slop."

Kim says the girl was "gloriously saved." ‘ihen the altar service was over he
informed the audience that the young lady just saved and the young man by her side
wished to be joined in holy matrimony. Before he performed the ceremony he stated

. that if ail men and women v/ould do as this couple had done, "get saved first,"
there would be fewer divorces and more happy marriages. He then solemnized the

» marriage and the congregation filed by to extend congratulations.

Bur'' y Cole who was a grandson of the Reverend
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Kim returned home after tvo weeks
’●Glad to be home with absence. In September he wrote in his

my dear wife and babies. Who would diary,
not love 'home, sweet, howi

rr “ .ts “rrj “ ‘

much sickness that the meeting closed after a fe^nights^

grandl" Sl'pTe^torH^;" T'^ of the death of his little
parents and to assist in the'service V^iile in^^+

.s:.d hi S. ii« *5,fr "“»■ ">● ■●●“■●'
a grocery store for the Basket ^triroe p u- u ^ illiam, who was manager of
Li^oobi Lfs^diS to^s! =to^s L-

Strain,

no

and

siaes

in-

suo-

ears.

H„,i I**® was serving paid the amount they promised — three hundred

on^hundrL-:^/ai:ri.-; ^rm^^trLe^e^rAr^^^
found it necessary to supplement the small salary by painting some houses.

family, iie

Arthur, came home with his bride, the fc-rc-r
Sibbet Stauffer, whom the family had knovm some years before <n Holton Kim arr

^thur advertised as the Hurst Paint Company to do Job paintl^" o?\'ousef^^ '
I^ey«2a:? S®rr' - "'^*or of houses a;"ba^;s‘‘.
na?ntin» community. During the wheat harvest season they continued Ihe'-
Befo^i^fi ^ for the harvest hands a.nd tLeshinrore.-r
Before the sumer was over Arthur became ill from lead poisoning and had t^e've
^d^th^^l^lAtefrf ’■^turned to Holton tem^orcn;*and then rented a farm near f,eon, Kansas in Butler County, ^

not of”rhnWw/^ Pleasant Hill Kim was entertained in a home where they had a
rhubarb greens for Sunday dimier. Kim ate a few bites, but left the rest

on his plate because he didn't think they tasted Just right. The man of the hous^
however, bragged on how good the greens were, and ate two or three generous help!’*

became deathly sick, and the next day he died,
apparently, that only the rhubarb stalk is edible, and that

the leaves may be poisonous, especially if they have been frosted.

IThe

(fif ?■
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. Kin hif ^ 1916.

n:a"ai::rHiu^huichr r"i
very kir>d to hin end nis family, and that^^erwere a'vL^y^royafpeSe^"^

All during the spring and summer of I916 the war In r„nnr,«

let up. Over a half million German soldiers LdLe^kilJr^nH^ "®suffered heavy Losses Dav ar+or* +u o killed, and France had

fought stubbornly. On'all^other fronts^the^Allie Pushed back, but they
weapon of war appeared with the ,^L e .! “f“ offensive. A new
her own type of destructive weapons ° * developed

and Wilson was declared eier+«d^^ ^ ° California changed the elec!oral tally
c..u.u.°:irtr£trs “

■ sr.2.s“x;r.:rs";.2t
wbiui,.-.. ,1,1. u™

Shipley Who had been secretary of the church for thirteL -op.a

years.

rSSSH~r^^^^^
Kim and hts family over to his home for a few days visit. Mr. sLoJufoL was a
native of Bath County, Kentucky, and since Kim wL raL^ ^ tha? ^ef
preached in Bath County, they felt very close to each othe^? '
received Harry and his large family into the membership

and had

Moreover, Kim had
of the Pleasant Hill Church.

^S nr»^ H°" “f" ®<;0®pted. The meeting lasted nearly th?ee weekend Kira says^t
have r "®fting" With forty-two additions to the church. The mStinrmigC
have continued longer had it not been for a painful accident which Kim snffprpd

Plea^t^HiU*'wh^i^Ld^tt*' d^d^?h^^‘ ridden home with some friends from
attended the service. As he was getting out of the car the

backward Sd®hi^®Wk^ °'’® ground! He was thrown
carf^for’t^fve^^e^^!^ ”?® severely that he was under the doctor's

Dart of the ® ^ ^ ^ t'*’® "ost disagreeable
i^ thfevsL!f! ! happened to cause me to lose conkdenoe
'JSr nL^in^ae ^
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flat of'hirLcrthfchurch because while he was
Church then beat hi. lut oc llL .t hxsll bi. as their pistor.

» much had it not been that mv farailv wouldn't have
that it was the prospect of aTeeuUr^aar!rv ^ ®ball never doubt
-osing the eonfidence of those brethren hurt other minister to do this
^ all ^ ministry. For da?s I ooulfn^i^he^ ^
them all, and left it in his hands, knowJL tha^ h^win'S’ , ^^bgive

Ki« expressed the hope that n >®bly with all men."
S!^i'sr e Place''frh'im-eirit “"^^bninx

th^ iid'SromJsed!
servio^!^fCe^%rn^1:d^e^^:inrb\; ®-eral baptismal
^ the profession of their faith in cLisu^But ^in'^an”h° ”®'‘® ®"<1 earnest
there are two baptismal services which hovo ^ experience, he says,

when I baptized my wife, Kollie, in^Foxes Crre^b^
other was when I baptized Zenith and Mfred in . Kentuokya
Pleasant HUl Church* I do thank God ^I TL Sunday afternoon near the
forget.H privilege. Those scenes I shall never

care<

this

incident,
conference

The

At the beginning of 1917 there
would come to an end before the end of^the^ppr^^-+ Europe
the United States had maintained her neutrality GerT^^® victorious. Although
selling munitions to the Allies At the enrf r^’t °®bxany protested the United States
handed a note t« e *aiies. At the end of January the Oeman ambassador

merchant shjjps without^warni^^ tnat%rPebr“'^"®f®
unrestricted submarine warfare* During Febr^pr ^ f^ Germany would resume
were torpedoed by Germany. War seem^M b^i^Iinent.
consider the serious situation. Instead of aski^^r*'*® session to
Germany he asked Congress to declare that a sta^ Congress to declare war against
Eapire and the United States, and that provision a*" ®’‘^®bed between the German
the end that the United States mleht hei^n 1. i .t P'"°secutir^ the war to

Resident's call stirrti the Lu^on to a"At''h'a1 The
Senate passed the Joint resolution on Apri.V l-Ut,"nd thrHou^e'n^^i^'rSth."'’®
over a million me^volunteered^for*s^;'vice"in"u e^Ar^-'^°^i!i® ‘ three months
Congress passed a selective service d-aft i tA Haririe Corps,
between the ages of twenty!ri- for duty
American troops arrived in Eiiglarid a/n >Va.*^e!’ first contingent of
General John J. Pershing. The trainir^' was t: b^ oornple?^”:^

ohuro^atf h^ rwe^e^2^''^,*L^8^^nd u^i'gratef.a th^?^he^h'^d’’h''f the privilege
come for him to conclude

The last sumer in Turon Kim planted a
summer the garden had to be irrigated,
rows of vegetables and pumping
he had gone to Uon, Kansas
canned over two hundred
barrels ready to

big gai'dc.n. Since it was a very dry
wpw.r y. 'digging trenches between
wauur by naiid, Alfred wasn't there to help because

^ work with his brother, Arthur, on his farL iiarv
pp^p^^ * of vegetables from the garden and packed them in

move as soon as Kim received a call.

the

6d
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August 1917, Kim attended the Des Moines Ioto Christian
delegates from the Pleasant Valley

md 0^ Hill churches which were without a pastor. By the end of the conference^
he had agreed to serve these two rural churches if the neuters voted to extend

churches were only a few miles apart he stayed over a

Pleasant Valley Sunday morning, and at Oak Hill Sunday

« The t^ of horses and buggy which Kira had used to transport him to his
appointments were applied to reduce the mortgage on the house and lot in Turon.

-I!! canned fruit and vegeUbles were shipped by rail,
■to Afton, Iowa vrhere Kun planned to live# ^

fThev ^**® ®«°ond week of. September.
TOey went first to {.eon, Kansas by train to visit Arthur and Sibbet and to get
acquainted kdth a new grandchild, Caroline, who was born on Alfred's birthday,
August 13.Mong ote way thty also visited Mary's sister. Flora Hanson, and her
family in Elcorado, Kansas] Kim's brother. Clay, and his wife in Holton: and Kira's

family in St. Joseph, Missouri. V/hen they arrived in Afton.
Zenith and Alfred were a month late entering high school. ^

lovia was a town of about twelve hundred population and was an important
letradii^ center for a large farming area. It was located in southern Iowa, and at
one time was the county seat of Union County. The old court house was still in use
for offices and community events. The school was considered excellent in a state
Vhich took pride in its educational system. The main transcontinental trunk line
of the Burlington Railroad
at Afton daily.

ran through Afton^ although only tvjo local trains stopped

October foi^d Kim and his family settled in Afton, '‘like Paul,” Kim says, "living
^ our own hired house." The household goods had arrived, but what sinking of heart
they experienced when they opened the barrels they had carefully packed
fruit and vegetables. They were empty save for the packing materials,
having been stolen en route, '

Km says he found the Pleasant Valley and Oak Hill churches were both very
loyal to the principles of the Christian Church and a splendid people to work amons
However, the churches were about fifteen miles from Afton, and kI^SL neUher ^'

’ ^ b^ggy transportation, and he could not afford an automobile. Each
Saturday he rode the tram to Thayer, the next station east of Afton, where he was
,met by some parishioners and taken to their home for the weekend,

a revival meeting at the Pleasant Valley
. . w rapidly and fourteen were added to the

church membership. The meeting v/ould have continued a few nights longer, but Kim
suffered a sudden attack of pneumonia, vmen one of the members brought him home
he was suffering from chills and pains and v/as running a high fever. This was his
second attack of pneumonia in three years. For about ten days his breathing became
^creasingly difficult and he developed a hard dry cough, Tv7o capable physicians,

Wright of Tha.ver, and Dr, Lander of Afton, stood by Kim "like brethren indeed.
They were both church members and Masons, men of recognized standing in their
communities,

lAien Kim's condition was at its worse the family became gravely concerned that
he might not recover. One (^y at noon Alfred came home from school and knelt by his

^father's bed and prayed, "He was just in his fifteenth year, Kim says, " but he put

with canned

the contents

^ The last of October Kim conducted
-Church, The interest and attendance

, \

' -0
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”rrf“^ earnestness.
For the first tlsie sScH ZcLl in ^ t "«●
had passed the crisis but that t ti la easy. V.'hen the doctor came he said I
days^cngerreaUng only light foor I lov'ed'Z ”""t ^
stood by me; and I told"tierL":?t;r«'J:d ' The°L'c^ors d?l°"f
and both refused payment when he offered it.^ doctors didn't send Kun a bill,

Kingdom than in the year th^ had^iust^lose^ H
general health now iHIne - he Lid u? t V®® siocty-five years old. "iiy
life.” “®* ^ «eU and am really enjo^g

of snov® ^^in jLi^S’^d^FebLS there®we%%M ® ^reat deal
was down to zero. Sometimes it was as much a« P*’® temperature
2ero. Kim met. his preac^ng appointmLtr but attend ° d<^3rees below
He recorded one convert at Oak Hill, a ni. Green, on oSe' 7tlTsLZjTT
rich black’soir"furro^di^'^Afton*was^onir'-liehtl*"r"® prosperity, me
in the north central part of the state TL^ch?ef''c productive than the soil
for the feeding of hogs and oattir In'the l hay
loads of hogs In one dly as ?^ey pa’ssed his home on fh
that they brought the farmers at least nLe thousand dollaL
”bit the"-oU°h1; P-'^^^'’®'' doesn't hal'^"’'"but the _ord has supplied us with food and raiment to the
of heaven when done with this world.

at three hundred

he co;nmented,
present time, and hope

any of it.

the church grounds and sawed the lops ^"^w brought his wood saw to

^oal. oince the Lord has given us the timLr, why shouldn’t ^

.men

necessary to buy
use it for his glory?'we

a »ass'?o!!:^:y^arl^f “"● «®

help build a new chapel at sLtriLbel PuL^to Ricf In P“®"*y-P^''® ®®"ts each to

pra^i^g^f:;: :^rerwo°?ld-r^^
might give the Allies the victory ^ver th^Ka^er'anS hL'forces!'"'®

work

the troops overLas and thrnJ'hPT^^An^ / enthusiasm to supp

in groups, they could be seen knittinrgarLn?r^ofthrS^m“ Navy: Workers ''

their

lurn«

?0
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!^Uio" %irunder°[h“
?wo'!:uiion

operations in France, ^ i <>■ were in thirteen /najor military

hundred quarti orvegetabllrL^ue^duriAs^th ®8ain able to can
^fred work twelve hlura a Ly at the Wmfams ‘
Which aupplied milk and butter for the ^Uy!

over a

During the summer
Grocery store, and Kim bought a cow

attended the United ^elicU Chutch %e ^okogsberg whose son and daughter were abSutthr:/ minister >,as the Reverend E.
became very close friends ai they wotktd They
.the young peoples Christian Endeavor Soci^rt^d mtdwttk^r^teS!"
and wSlt'lhtte'accSuffcttl* rttc'omrpatttr°of'the“ctt?t't“ Conference

ctnter1ntt®tt®Iow!/ttttr®toSteS®htf membership fttm tht'Ljfthett''"’- Hill churches. Kim ret^rVedt::-.-
13 to

miles south of Dec Moines. It had a^ublic Meh P°P“’-®^^°"J-ocate d about thirty
two churches _ Christian and Methtdist^ Tht rL =®''eral stores, and
●parsonage with furnace heat and a bath^rolt wttw a very nice
all his ministry that Kim had had a nj»r« stool and tub, the first time in
alternated services so that Kim was free°to^nrp^°h^^^?i churches in tovm
A call was extended to him by the Pleasant R?H«» church,
,.of Afton and he accepted. The Pleasant Rldpe rh J’^tstian Church five miles north
for the year, and the Truro church paid six hJjdreri hundred dollars

... ....

oloa^g of the schooU*!^d“aU JubUo Viflu.n.. qjid.nic forc.d
permitted to conduct services, Kira decided to t included. Since he
visit. This was his first visit to hi^nltive Kentucky for »
years before. He had a good visit with mfm, e leaving there fifteen

appointed that he was unable to conduct any se^vicL'SeJusfol^^e^’Ie T ■
●.ate in the summer of I918 the Allied n t ■ ■'sstrictions.

against the invading German forces and Germanv^u"* launched a counter-offensive
northern France was cleared of the foe and tLn “®® saved,
■reclaimed. The /Imerioan forces played an imoort^n?^^® by mile Belgian soil was
war. ot October 3rd the Germans begin to e^® °T the
.^^esident Wilson that a German gov^It IIMe I , hostilities and notified
The Kaiser bov;ed to the inevitable and nhwo Pcopbe waa ready to discuss
Kentucky it was announced that the Germll^hi®!®*^' his family -

zz:T" 1 „....
to meet in Paris.'rhe°I^SuiS lolforiUlpiCIr^°'' h"®®® ^°"^"ence which was
the four years of the war was over thiltylfllr lini®^^ belligerent nations during
Wlies in manpower amounted to twentv-one mlln Tosses of the
In action or victims of disease. Col^elllndila Mi ^"®Tuding five million killed

^0 nearly thirteen million, of whom thrle milfMl^IIIe^kilLVoM'^eSMritlir'’^®'*

the

wasr.'t
a

i peace,

were in

and at

causes.
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Kim and hia family arrived back home the
midat of a snow storm. The ni^ht before Thanksgiving in the

rpS" “j -- =no*ss,“i:;.;--
iiiiaSSu“ M. ■’T*’ ^ <!..« s; h

Not long after his return home Kim took to his bed with headache chin.? fpvpr

and aching joints which were typical symptoms of influenza. "The disease served
roughly/. Kim says, .-but thanks to the Great Creator and P;eserver

'Z who®do®ti^J:°duty!"°“” I Relieve he will

r.e

I recovered and

preserve

fr.r Other places Kim had lived and preached it was possible in Truro
for the lamily to attend the church of which he was pastor and to particiMte in

the '^^ious activities of the church. Mary was active in the ladles Aid and the
man s Missionary Society, and Zenith and Alfred were active in the Christian

^ eavor Society of which Zenith was elected president. The children both san.: in
the church choir, and the entire family attended the midweek prayer services each
ad^ti^n^ =°"<^^«ed a ten-day revival meeting whLh resulted L
ern,mH 1 a =hurch. In the spring, as soon as the snow had melted and the
dur^e th enough, Kim plowed and planted his early garden. Me was able
during the summer to raise enough vegetables for table use and for earning.

♦ the summer it was annciuioed that Palmer College, a junior college of
Church at Ubany Missouri, would reopen in September It had been

® half during the World War because most of the male students

and faculty members were drafted. Frank 0. Coffin, an alumnu's of the college h-d
Dr. Coffin was to speak at the annual mLtLg of1h^

Conference in August. Kira arranged to take his family with him to the
Christian Church, Orient,

taking with Dr. Coffin, Kira decided to resign his pastorate at Truro and move to
th Alfred could attend the college. He and hary felt they

“ch'" ? parents while attends
school, although they hadn't yet completed their high school education. Palmer th«
had an academy for secondary grades as well as two years of college.

In addition to the desire to have Zenith and Alfred enter a college of the
Christian Church, two incidents in Truro contributed to the decision. One was the

result of an ^erience Zenith and Alfred had following an ice cream social spon-
u^® Ou-istian Fndeavor Society. After everyone had gone from the church

^d the church was locked, they and one of Zenith's girl friends had occasion to re-
*'^® arrived they found that some fellows had broken into

the basement and were busy consuming some of the ice cream that was left

again

Iowa, After

over.
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Inprudently, they reported the Incident to the town
^shall ^ gave him the .names of some of those who had broken into the church,

arrived at the church, they pled
fines. During the rest of the summer some^of the

♦ W'® '"ade it unpleasant for Zenith and Alfred to say

the least. One night Alfred was chased home by a rook-throwing gang. ^
incident involved a middle-aged man who was accused of

iff K ^ ^^® ®hoir and had led the singing at prayer
school girl played the organ at prayer meeting for the singing'of the

a^tihW ff^r f® meet’ing the man always saw the girl home. He was accuLd by
IS ofrtffhfd affections on the girl, and for a time the whole commLity
was perturbed. Some of the men of the community became so wrought up that they ^
gathered about the man's house and threatened to hang him. AltLught^ girl and

“an both admitted that he had shown his affection for her, they denied the

that he^hfd°nefff®\*^ ^ trial Kim was called as a c'naraoter witness and testified
t^ked wffh fhl d wyth^ that would cause him to distrust the man. Kim
^ked with the deacons of the church and urged the Christian duty of forgiveness.
Some agreed with their pastor, but others did not. lorgiveness.

When eve^hing was weighed, Kim felt it was best to resign and move. However

hlf '^''® P®®boral committee voted not to accepthis resignation and reported their action to the church. At a called meeting the ^
"fft Sf®®®" forty-two to two to sustain the action of the pastoral
fin "We can not keep you from going, but we will not say we want
you to go. ^It seemed almost heartrending'! kim says, "to leave Truro where we

friends we had come to love." Still, he felt it was -

Lff ^ l-®ej®* At Christmas time the following year the ladies of the Truro Church
ff Lw family as a remembrance a "brick" quilt on which the names of the
church members were embroidered and on which many of the women had worked. Kim
grat®ful that he had never preached any place that he didn't leave many friends
behind who were glad to welcome him back. Like the Apostle Paul, he was always glad
of the opportunity to visit the brethren again*

com-

was

In . f^ily left Truro for Albany by train on October 1, I919. They lived

1® r®?h®n^°“®® ® f^ “onbhs until Kim had opportunity to buy a house for
it^Lf montUy payments than he was paying for rent. The fact that
Uiriff a block from the campus made it especially attractive. The house had a
living room, dining room, three bedrooms, a large kitchen, and a building for
laundry and storage connected to the house by a breezeway. There was a large lawn
a good garden spot, chicken house, cave, and a well of godd water. ’

®®®J ‘S’?" ®°'"® eighteen hundred population about sixty
miles northeast of St. Joseph, Missouri. It was a trading <s:entef for a large rural

area and had very little ^dustry. At one time two church collegefwtre
nf' 1 ‘'v® Episcopal Church, South, and the other by the

schools had closed, and one of the oanpuses in the
east part of tovm had been occupied by Palmer since 1912*

It w«r! Church from its beginning- was sympathetic to education. Although
●fh ? denomination numerically, it had established twenty-five or more
schools and colleges, many more than it could support financially. One of these

In^l9irLf“orffr!''^^ located in Iowa and was called Le Grand'Christian Institute.
Jf ^K''®^f®®f®‘^ u> Albany and was renamed Palmer College in honor
■ChrifM ^ fbs chief benefactors, Francis Asbury Palmer of New York City. Kansas
■C^i^ian College at Linooln, Kansas, anither college of the Christian Church, had
Closed, and the resources were used to erect a girls' dormitory on the Palmer
oawpus. It was named Kansas Hall*
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Kim was ^^ted over the prospects for Palmer Colleef* with +Vio t ^ u-

He was confident that a new day had dawned for ote soW aS'toat irwoilfolav'^:
toft ot ®? ^right-minded American bloods preparing for theto pUce in life

™ -1sx“«“L::isyrr5;u. -
deal? and^Ssff'of^Btolfr®''^'^

see

»s

T„„. Kim “ontinued preaching half-time for the Pleasant Ridge Church near Afton
Iowa, and accepted a call to return to the Oak Hill Church soutHf Thfyfr ff^half ^
The fo”fth“L^i^LfSff r?** usually returned hLe on iionday.line lou-to week in November he went tc Pleasant Ridge early so as to be present for

TOr^nS^ William Symington whose Iwas thinking of enrolling at Palmer the following year. Kim enioved such snci;.i

occasions immtosely. «1 think I never saw people en^y themselves S " slid
"The sweet and beautiful music, the talks given, and the stocerity^rhearL
dfli^t!"® “P°" nation, filled one's heart with gratitude and |

son

. Purmg the fall Kim held revival meetings at both of his churches. Three new

n«^ers were received at Oak Hill, and both churches seemed to be greatly refiffd.
to^^ he preached the funeral of an eighty-year-old man, ThoLs Jeffers#

-hito, one of the early pioneers in Iowa, a Civil War veteran and Master Mason,
used as his text, "If a man die, shall he live again?" a text he frequently used on

oemetery^*^°”^* sermon the Masons conducted the final rites at the

Chrises in Albany was made enjoyable by the arrival of Kim

-toffto’ Holton, Kansas, and his oldest son, William, from
-incoln, Nebraska. In addition to a number of presents from family he received a

ff Whitt V?" °"® parishioners at Towanda, Kansas, M. Orban, Jr.
of VJhittier, California* During the Christmas holidays Alfred

attended a student volunteer missionary convention *

The theme of the convention was "The evangelization of the world
Alfred returned home deeply impressed that he should
vocation, perhaps either the ministry

Chureh^'noito^^r February Kim conducted a meeting at the Pleasant Ridge
M« Missouri. Stooe he was unable to fill his appointments at '
his churches in Iowa he asked Alfred to supply for him. Alfred preached his first
f®™“ 1^ +^® Pleasant Ri^e Chiuch north of Afton on Sunday, the 29th of February,
It Sk ® following Sunday he supplied the puloit
Chu^Ih in^to/to^i!® f^® ^‘'® Church near Baring, and the Christian

toim of efrsjig, were both without regular ministers. They urged Kin.

vL^ !Jito“toe’^to°^^® ®o“"Plete the conference
Mi^ *'®® ®° ‘'® arranged for Alfred to supply the two churcha

fcin ot ot/‘ito°“r ''"® his sons had felta call to ote ministry. "I hope the call will continue to follow up ii, our family,'
he said. My Grandfather Swim was a preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church fer

Sr'^"Au^fr'"L"'°to®*‘« ® preacher in the Christian
to^tol \ ^ '"®^® preachers, and I am. sure that is better thanfor them to be horse thieves I"

Kin

's

and some others at

in Des Moines, Iow&,
in this generation,

go into sorae church-related

some aspect of missionary i^ork.or



With the first hint of Spring Kim plowed his
He had a fine garden7and he t^ d^nn ^ potatoes.
wiM the dining hall at the college. Maly set lome’hlnr^d°Lfole*mIil
young roosters were "ripe for the frying nan " Kim m. "®®*“ so™®
River and caught a nice mess oflisK the'frJil^g'S.''^" " ^

The Commencement time at the college was esoeciallv an‘f..iraKi.> w**

Western Convention of the Christian Chulch helfus
following Commencement, and many of the pastors and lavmpn immediately
^ Iowa, came early for the CoLenceraent bwause they^we^lumS^orth e

When the Convention ended, and the students and LouUv hid
lo-so- U seems, but the^^™er':u“LoI^^LTlH"^i"^^ "f"!to their homes,

soon be gone and the collegev/ork will begin again. We long for it.

Kim continued his preaching at the Pleasant Ridge and Oak Hiii a ●

an ice cream social on Saturday night to raisflomrionlv fol thfchLIi Aful

b^ipusririr ^baptism at five o^clock; and concluded the day by preaching again at Oak Hin

►K^^hlld^llme^f^i'h weather in July and AugusAaf dry and Lltly,Kim held some of the evening services outdoors on the church lawn. ^
. ^ The second Sunday in August Kira arranged for a pulpit exchange with his
and Claude Callihan, another ministerial student at Palmer College Hr Callihan't;
home was at Baring, Missouri, and he supplied the pulpirihele fll Alfred

Hr.'^Lllihan.s'^appIintmlll
Church, Hamburg, Iowa; and Alfred supplied for Kim at Oak Hill.

n«v uli? Des Koines Christian Conference in September, his church at

cinsol i'LtI'^3,^ fh sessions. During the sessions it was voted to
consolidate with the Southwestern Iowa Christian Conference under the .lame "'Western
Iowa Christian Conference." Dr. Follansbee presided over the sessions bnt’nani a

irthrDlrK*°n*'’V°?^^^°" president fo? another year. He had seried as Prelidint
Ilfled Conference for many years, and felt it was time for new leadlleSp.Mfred terminated his supply work at Baring, and accepted a call to preach t’'o Sun ^
days each month for the Oak Hill Church near Gravity, Iowa. He travellerto hL
appo^tments by train on Saturdays, and returned to colleg; oI Sys! cd-
clud^ his work at Oak ^11 and Pleasant Ridge in Iowa in order to begin work with
the Pleasant Ridge and Baring churches in northeastern Missouri. It v/as a long

''®® high, "buH^^t is 111 rigif,
said, if I can only be instrumental in saving some souls.*' *

registered^'fL^their^LoLrf^^"'®"' ^ September. Zenith and Alfred
^ t coUege, and Zenith, in addition to her

academic courses, became assistant to Professor Velie in the music department

nrofeR«?nr^Af Atkinson of Jireh, Wyoming joined the faculty, he as
Bible, and she as professor of MathematiL and Derm of

●iomen. The Atkinsons and their three daughters had come from Wyoming where he h'd

serv^ several years as President of Jireh Christian College, Ser coUege of
rh ‘ for many years a prominent leader in the Christian
^ Mri Vice-President of the American Christian cLvention He
and ^lrs. Atkinson added great strength to the faculty at Palmer.

at

and

son

so he

at the *.one Chapel

Kim
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the hSS- in^urr*’bXoomf and"the\unts°°r*^®^ opened at the collegfthe handiwork of God and his lov-ina niri + ^ ® plants, trees, and green gras<!
and leaves began to mi. I war^^i'Sed P®®®®=‘
all fail and fall and go back avafn *« ®o™etime in the near future

thou art. and to 4ust (earS thTshaU
church with*hiflraraU^at*the’"corieff» ^ ^f^th Sunday, and Kim had the joy of attor-
Dr. Prank 0. Cofm. ^reLh^ to thf%f“^^f "‘’®’'® ‘^‘>e President of throoUeaV
Kim had been home for over a year His heal'th Paoulty. It v;as the first Sunday
for a stomach disorder vhioh C affi Lted m ® ®"® of his ag“
attended by a muscular wntra^iofof thf The ailin' ■■

causing him to choke. Still he kent his s»n swallouing food or liquids
the food or drink, he wipf?he hir"’ ““a"''"®" dislodged
as the frog said when the wagon wheel ran over hs with a smile, "./e..
Then, in a more serious vein he would sav hard on the eyes.'

feel fine spirituaUy, and hopL^^of'^^v^farH^ight" ^

vival one of^t^efwnsl" took'^Sm^fo^*'® Church. During the re-
they were driving up a river hill a dirt ^oad th ® ^ T Ford,
the to run backward down the hill. The car broke allowk
pinned under the car until someone came, burned over and the driver and Kin v;?-
crushed, his collar b^e L.nrvrribrw:irLLn"""
were dislocated. The doctor set the boneHnd bandL^ v, '®®® ®"<^ ''tght ankl-
he was so sore he couldn't get up and walk witLut Llp^^“

iSorm^^thfpwpiro? the\ccrdenu'^hr,“"ighrv'‘““‘^^
him that it was important for him to conduct tho e two men came for him and tol;
could because several people wanted to 1oin*the rh possibly
him and led him into the churTaU bInCed un Th® men got on each'^side of
preached about twenty minutes, leaning on^the a prayer Kira
Invitation* Nine came to be received into churoh k support, and gave the

Sfu re;- -”™- - '

returned to Oak Hill and baptised fiftee^oj'u;roonverts“°“®
Christmas time Kim wondered if hi*? son w-iim m ● up

had done the previous Christmas. He didn't arr?v»^i^' ® I*
Kim received word that Willie had celeV-^4 t ^ev' lays after Christmas
^d Mrs. Ethel Johnson were ararrLd O't 3®*'‘ins m,-u-rieJ. He.
ing on a farm which she owned a few miles ‘'®'' “hildren were li»

was marketi.>g in the' store of whil^h^ wI^I1eger“" '

Student they kept their interest ir. each o+lier secr^-'^^At^!'h company with a ;

nr."""-
donated eighteeTheir^d somHettSifeggffoi^th®® Society at Pleasant Ridge
to raise a brood of chiSkensr^fwies^iL of th® “if®. ®° she was toU
Mary two nice quilts. i**® ®®='i"8 Church

pfctaL.s

we shall

said, 'From dust

o.yc-.

As

wa.'

his appointmer
r2 turned heme by trait

later N

had met when she

presented Kim and
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In September Kim attended three conferences — the Western inwa

Missouri Conference at the Indian Grove Church near Bruns-

hi Western Ozark Conference at Weaubleau^Missouri, Kim felt

’ to eT members h^ ieei addid
to ^e Pleasant Ri^e Church, and thirty new members at Baring. One of the
members at Baring felt a call to the ministry. Both churches wanted Kira to

Sc^eaa^hl^'’*'^®*' **“1! because of the money panic they felt they couldn't
^crease his salary. They had paid him six hundred dollars at each place but he

e at

nev7

continue

Kira didn't accept regular work for a while. Following the Western Ozark Con

ference he conducted a fifteen-day meeting at the Oalraey Church near Wheatland v;ith

■ L>d“S:n h^rrfrfLr"/ returned horfor fJ.:j;"th
it ctr.TlnVJ'l conclusion of the meeting S agreeS 'rpreach for
the church one Sunday a month for the rest of the conference year. He also held I
meeting at the Pleasant Valley Church near DeWitt, Missouri, Ld promised to
supply their pulpit one Sunday each month. The church at Indian O?ove presented
a Bible to Kim and in it inscribed the names of many of t.^e mtSbe^rvhrhrcot

Kim spent Thanksgiving at home with his family and attended a Thanksgiving
' ^d th^r!:* r I" the evening he did some vn-iting®S he
Md the rest of the family listened to Professor Velie ("Clair") play on^the piano

' thanks for the many blessings of the past and "the bleLing of apleasant and peaceable home,” ux a

Early in December the men of the town and surrounding area brought teams and

oi°tL ^®tween Kim's^ome !iSS®5he collegf
on the hill. It was a beautiful fall day, and Kim thoroughly enjoyed watchi"<- ao

ll^d*’rev®r+ “t® looked at the stately buildings^at the college his
th^kful that log gilding where he first attended school, and was
thankful that his younger children were enjoying vastly improved facilities,

and Zenith went to New York City for some special study during the

wcrk at the college in SepteLer thfy'’brought
Kim s granddaughter, Iva Fultz, from New Jersey. Iva enrolled L a freshman at the
college and became a part of Kim's family during the school freshman at theyear.

Kim had served the Indian Grove and Pleasant Valley churches
conference year and felt he had ^

\, for most of the
X.. X ^ 6ooa year at both churches. He had recnivpd
twenty-seven new members at Indian Grove, and nine at the Vai l av H» h!d i!i “k- * a
his seventieth birthday on June 19th and’wfs th^kful thit fe was stiU
w^rJ'^or ^orLlake regular
some meetiHls! opportunities for him to conduct
*.* .2^" bhe annual meeting of the North Missouri Conference which Kim

b^otJ!ar^'n® ""u Kansas because of the criUcIt uinesfof^is
' awav^ cLv^wr^ ® helped care for his brother until Clay passed

^ a ay. Clay was four years younger than Kim. Soon after his marriage to Amanda Ella
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Ham he and hia wife had moved to Holton where he spent the rest of his life and was
engaged successively as mail carrier, builder, and merchant. He and Ella were faithf'
members of the Methodist Church. Kim says that "no one ever left a brighter testi-now
of his acceptance with his 24aster than he,"

The quadrennial meeting of the American Christian Convention was held in Bur
lington, North Carolina in the fall of 1922. Frank 0. Coffin and Daniel B. Atkinson
attended as President and Vice-President, respectively, of the Convention. A number
of students from Palmer, including Morris Butler, Lester Proctor, and Alfred were ir
attendance. An inportant action of the Convention was a change of mme to the
General Convention of the Christian Church. Another was the integration of the depar
mentc< of Sunday School, Christian Endeavor, euid higher education ii'ito one Board of
Religious Education. Featured speakers were leaders in the field Walter S, Athean
and Henry F. Cope, and on Saturday afternoon at B'lon College, H. Shelton Smith'who w'
coii^>leting work for his doctorate in Christian education at Yale University. Alfred
was at the convention when his Uncle Clay passed away.

Kim enjoyed Christmas at home with the family. He thought he had never seen a
prettier Christmas day. It was so warm men went about in their shirt sleeves. Kim
thought people enjoyed this Christmas above any since the close of the World War,
A note of sadness was injected into the day for Kim in the recollection that his bro
ther, Clay, who had spent the two previous Christmases in Albany, "had been called
to the bright world above to be with him whose birthday we are celebrating. Jesus
Christ the Son of God." ^

Soon after Christmas Mary and Kim received vjord of the death of her father,
John Wesley- FuLtz. and Kim's step-mother, both in Kentucky. He also received word of
tne passing of many other friends.

"Friends we have known falling left and right.
But we shall meet again in heaven bright."

Kim was confined to the house for some time with the 'flu and with another

of stomach trouble. VAien he recovered he arranged to supply the Christian Church
Nodaway, Missouri two Sundays per month. His health continued to improve and he
able to carry the work there until Conference. He had a good garden and Mary was ab
to do a great deal of canning.

attaci

at

was

The fall semester at Palmer opened in September with a larger enrollment than
usual, Clair and Zenith began their fourth year in the Itusic Department at the colleg
News that a man in the East had given ten thousand dollars to the endowment fund of
the college increased Kim's confidence that Palmer was facing more promising days,
Alfred had become student pastor of the Riverside Christian Church in Elkhart,
and had transferred to Defiance College in Ohio, another college of the Christian
Church, for his senior year,

* \

Kim was in much better health thac the previous year, and he expressed his
gratitude to him who is "King of kings and Lord of lords." During the fall months he
held three revival meetings — one at Morrisburg, lowaj another at the Oak Hill Churc
at Gravity, Iowa; and a third at the Riverside Christian Church in Elkhart where
Alfred was pastor. There were thirty-one conversions and reclamations in these three
meetings.

India:,

On New Year's Day a heavy snow fall. The silent loveliness inspired Kim to vn*ijte
"Snow, so pure and white, bespeaking the purity of the hand from which it came, our
God, so pi^e, so holy. How can he stoop to come to a poor lost sinner like me :ind fil
me with his love? How can he be so merciful when I have been sc urgratoful to him sc
much of my life? Yet I do thank him for his unending love to me, I find hljn as
precious to me as ever this second day of the Year of our Lord I92I4. GloryJ iiay the
Lord bless us all the year through and help us to do more in his service then last
year ●"
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generosity of Michael Orban, Jr. of VMttier, California, Palaor
was enabled to coiis tract an addition to the administration bull dins which

new classrooms and a library reading room. i-lr. Orban was also contributing
liberally each year toward the operation expenses of the college. The town of^/dbany

k

●' c^tinued his work at the Nodaway Church when he wasn't engaged in revival

Alfred graduated from Defiance ^ifge, and the
previously at Palmer, met in Chicago

at Chin^« wfct.TpS®? studying for the suLer
at Chicago Musical College, was best man, and V/inona Kyle, one of Alfred's class
mates and a long-time friend of the bride and groom, was Ruth's attendant.

. Duri^ the summer, Clair Velie resigned his position as professor of music at
Palmer ^d accepted a position as piano instructor at the Olds Conservatory in Lan-

Mary decided to sell their home in Albany and join Alfred and
The Riverside Church had bought a six-room house for a

■ r*'® plying to live here «hile he continued graduate work at
“ Albany and most of their

furniture, and shipped their books and a few other things to ^"Ikhart.

Before leaving for Elkhart, Kim and Mary decided to spend the month of September
visiting relatives and friends in Kansas, He preached several nights r.
Green Church where he received fourteen new members,

^-'-Kim and Mary arrived in Elkhart on the last day of September and joined Alfred
and Ruth in warming the new parsonage of the Riverside Church. After a few days they

? S'* f Hornes oxuu.
of 191». IVhile in Kentucky Kim preached in tv;o of the churches he had organized

● during his earlier ministry in that state. They visited Kim's home place at Muses
Mills, and oty's home at Wesleyville, They saw many old time friends at both places,

their return to Elkhart from Kentucky, Kim accepted calls to preach during
the conference year at the Booneville Church near South \-Jhitley, Indiana, half-time
and once a month each at the North Webster and Murray churches. All three churches

the Eel River Christian Conference. Almost immediately Kim began v;
revival meeting at the Boonville Church which resulted in twenty-five aaditions
the church.

c«me from Lansing, Michigan for the holidays.
, ® '■®oital at the Riverside CJhuroh. However,
a heavy sleet and snow storm cut the attendance,

Mary went to Nebraska to visit their son, Willie
and his family who were living on their farm near Lincoln, and their other sons.
Piston and 'Arthur, and their families, in St. Joseph, Missouri, VJhile in Nebraska

schoolmates, William Muse, at Auburn, Nebraska,
talk^atout^^^^ ^ other for forty-eight years, and they had much to

word returned home from their visit in' the west they received
Fultz, in New Jersey, was in a hospital for a gall-

. ®?J®. “P®"^® ^''® j®f. s®"® time, so they decided they should be
rienvorld bonded the tram for New Jersey and stayed with Minnie until she had

^ historic places in New Jersey, including the place
George Washington us^ ss headquarters after the British burned the Courthouse
II uf ^®%' Minnie's house was an embankment which had been thrown up by
Washington!and his men. They drank water from the well where Washington

proTldtd

parsonage,

t Metfield

to

at

and his men

“ V
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dra^ jurt after a big fight at Princeton. They saluted “the flag we love so weU"

^ 5 unfurled by General Washington. As Kim viewed those
ShethLT.? thou^t how those men suffered to purchase the freedom we enjoy, he wonden I

American people really appreciate what they did to make
possible our privileges. . j juaivc

New Jersey, Kim preached at the Pillar of Fire Tabernacle at

several tabernacles established by a pentecostal type
formerly of Kentucky. The TabemacU v;as

located on the grounds where Vfashington * s forces had their engagement with the Britiss

^ also went into New York City sightseeing. They were especially
pressed wi^ the Woolworth Building which then (192^) was said to be the tallest
^ their way home they stopped in SalamaiiCn, New York to see
Clair Zenith who were visiting his family there. They learned while there that

Invited Clair and Zenith to join the music faculty, end that they
would begin their work there the first of September,

4.U ^ Alfred went to Dayton, Ohio for the dedication of
the new Christian Publishing Association building located at the coiner of Court and

^dlow streets. Hon, 0. W, V/hitelock of Hiiritjngton, Indiana, a leading layman of the
Christian Church, was the Chairman of the buildirig coirjnittee. The editor of Th:
Herald of Gospel Liberty. Alva Martin Kerr, delivered the dedicatory ad(±r

nerald was said to be the world’s oldest religious nev/spaper, and Dr, Kerr's adcress
was an inqiassioned appeal for a wider readership for the church's publications,

the annual meeting of the Eel River Conference at Winona Lake, Indiana, Kim
ana Alfred both transferred their ministerial standing from the Western Iov;a Con-
Conference, Kim reported that he had received sixty-seven new members at his three

chv^ches, and had received twelve hundred dollars salary. The Boonville and North
Webster churches asked him to continue another year a-^ an increase in salary, which
K^ says was “very acceptable." In November he conducted revival meetim s at both
churches. Seven new members were received at North Webster and two at B' onville.

Kim had a life-long love of fishing, and wherever he lived, if fresh water was
accwsible, he delighted In the sport. During the fall of 192$ he went fishing a
number of times just north of the dani cn the Elldiart River, Each time he caught a
ni^ string ^ red-eye perch and pickerel. Kim had a strong likiug foi'* fish of any
Kina. He likea to catch them, and he liked to eat them, and he never decided which
he enjoyed more. When Mary saw him coi.iing with a good catch of fish she knew it

t^e to get the biscuits ready for baking, for no fish dinner was quite complete
witho(ut hot biscuits and butter.

e.s3. The

was

^ile Alfred was in school in Chicago, Kim assisted with some of the pastoral
work'^ Elkhart. In the absence of the pastor he called on the sick and conducted ’
a nuflwer of funerals. One of the funerals v/as of a chiirter member of tlie Riverside

Ch^ch, Frank H. Douglas, Mr, Douglas was an older brother of the well known minister
and author, fJ.oyd C. Douglas, who later wrote a mu.iber of best-selling novels.
ca^ed pn Frank Douglas several t:mea d''U'li'ig his last illness and conducted the
funeral service when he passed away.

Kin

^ .4.?! second Christinas in Eildaart was brightened for Kim and Mary by the arrival c
Zenith J'loii College to spend the holidc:ys.. Clair was detained in Flon v;ith»sone
responsibilities at the college, A membor of the North V/ebster Church sent a dre*^‘'cd

eicnt-pojmd Jrck to her minister for Chcj.ati-as daumer, and another member sent
dressed hen for New Year’s dinner, Ruth’s parents, Hoy and Anna Uinb, and Ruth's
sister, Joy, from Delevan, New York, arrived in time for New Year's dinner. Vx,
was a farmer who had always been a

d

. ^ , intei'estcd in the work of the church. He had final!

to give up farming to devote all his time to tlie church, and was on h*i«: v/qy
to Missouri to become supply pastor of a charge of Methodist churches.
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/● Sunday in January was a fifth Sunday and Kira
f^ly. He attended services at the Riverside Christian
Choir at the morning service, and also

was at home with his

Church Inhere he san^^ in Ihr
sang in a male quartet,

Cto April 9th the family celebrated Mary»s fifty-ninth birthdav p T?n+h

walked to town {hO blocks) to do
returned the same way, although they could have ridden

would be marking his seventy-fourth birthday in
Chicago in time to join in the birthday festivities,

and his work With the North Webster and Boonville churches in August
annual meeting of the Eel River Christian Conference at Winona 'ake

toe of the guest speakers at the conference vras John Franklin Burnett of Davton "ohlo
who hao been Secretary of the General Convention of the Christian Church for thlrtv-
two years. For it was a time of reunion because he had been associated with ^
r. Burnett in the Southern Ohio Christian Conference before he left Kentucky for
K^sas. When it was learned that Kim and his wife were planning a vLirirtotuckv

® Kentucky Chri^an Conference which^
Iteh^a^d Kentucky Conference was organised inI8OI1 Md was the oldest conference in the Christian denomination. The 1926 sessions
were held at the St. John Christian Church in Kuses Hills, tht nrst church Kif
orpnised after he began preaching. During the conference'he had th^p^iv^leE^
helping to ordain Herbert Stallard, one of Mary's cousins,

“y regular work during the fall and winter because of poor
health. The first Sunday after his return from Kentucky he did supply the ouloit for

. wi^afmeted preaching morning and evening. For sLeral^veeks he
were ^nih?e f rheumatism and became bedfast. When the medical doctors
disL« decided to call a chiropractor whose theory is that

' ^ caused by pressure on the spinal nerves blocking the normal flow of

se^rto*^orrect^°“® adjustment of the vertebrae by hand pressxu-e the ohirooractor
seeks to correct the position of the displaced vertebrae, thus perraittinp the health
energy to flow freely. After a few adjustments by Dr. Denlinger Kim began to ing>rove.
At Christmas time Zenith and Clair came from Flon College for the holidays. Avain

his s former parishioners sent him a dressed duck for Christmas dinner^ and
a new hCn^**“^d®ClLr morning the Riverside .Church dedicatedhymnal, and Clair introduced a number of new hymns and led in a hymn-sing,

work *^® ®'^^® “P ®0"® regular church
decided to didn't occur. When he got to feeling better he and Kary

u ^ ct baking rolls for private customers. She did the baking
^oie« w ^ m^keting. It was some time before Alfred and Ruth learned of their
Defi^w^ "®®“’ “ Chicago and Ruth at

vjas

some

a street car.

June, Alfred arrived home from

of

to the Christian ministry.

4.U Coffin resigned as President of Palmer Colleee and

. f ®“®®®®«' him in this posUion. It w!^a
’^“ih because they had assuLd that as soon as he

deiratrthe!'iV'°r^ Divinity School they would either stay in Elkhart and
devote their best efforts to the strengthening of Riverside Church, or move on into

tion^*Ld“thr*^®' ®®"®® ’'® ”®® ® product of the 'Western Christian Conven-
them’ Mrh^orirwL^their^^^ '’®^'"®''* S“°® ^-h®®® “ho knew them best had invited
tS^e’tS Se^ the aIS^ AddL ° ”®"* Commencementthe .Uurani Address and to meet with the Board of Trustees
accepted the invitation to become President of the college beginning

_ Kim and Alfred attended the Eel River Conference
then returned home to make preparations for

He

September first.

at Winona Lake in August, and
moving. Kim and Mary decided they would

¥
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of Trustees Reverend C. G. Nelson, Chairman of the Board
oollSe Installation. In October Alfred a nd Ruth drove the

Cowe^tion of the^S^istisn meeting of the boards of the General
«md picked uj ^ a!S MaJ“ returned home by way of Olive Hill, Kentuckj;.

Li. SoS'Sra iSfiSSL""' >“

S.'sS’r r*£ “ i?
;L“r?S£S
»nd„SI o1d‘S‘C‘oS 7.S ;s ■

Kim was delighted to see another of the colleges of the Christian Chnrrh

® rebuilding program following a disastrous fire in Jaj^u'ary*
l?p. Kim was especially glad to see the beautiful Christian Education Building wMc>
vtl '''■●> to the college irmemoJy of
th V°1^^ Reverend Isaac Hooney. Christmas dinner was in the here of

and religJo“ SucaUon! ® ®hurchmansUH

lowi

’’f®®^''®'^ the sad news of the death of his daughter-in-law
bovr Willi^^M^J^i’^ St. Joseph, Missouri. Preston was left with three smallwys, .villie Ethel came from Lincoln, Nebraska for the funeral and before re

tr^^s'^ilUe «t a^Tsit?'" help Pr:::i^ fdackfc^re^Ltne Doys. V/illie got a position as manager of a local outlet for the Basket Stores.

J U one Sunday at the Presbyterian Church in Albany for the Rever-nd
qt conducted a ten-day meeting at the Record Mission in

“ revived, backsliders reclaimed, and a real shout in the c.-.mp.'
w«r! preach^ several times at the Woodlawn Church in Kansas while he and iarv

*’*’® ®“"®'®'' he held a brief revival at the Monarch Churc

h^ feit^that Conference with good attendance and considerable interest, l-i
kLn oLnlets^n*"® election had perturbed people so much that it was hard to
a^^ot^?i matters. Many were for Herbert Hoover,
of hirdthflic^iefT^t*'’ semed the majority were opposed to Smith because01 his Catholic religion and his opposition to Prohibition,

ticket Hr^d Herbert Hoover and others on the RepucUc.
diffp^int ow 5? "here he held revival meetings in three
niffchPd*'t«^ *'® P'^'®3ched every night, and on Sundays he
in Th»P< Caught a Bible class. Eleven new members were added to the churc!

"I held up fine for T
d^a^hliL ?hr t ®®y®' "I stecibute it to the .'.ord's help. As Paul said
aSd tell^th! storv'^5 th'"^ strengthens me.' 0, how I love to preach the coupeona tell the story of the cross of Jesusi” ’

tfover.ty-
, ' I C3!

6^



1

Upon his return from south Missouri, Kim vfas pained to Learn of the deaths of
. two trusted and beloved leaders in the Christian Church _ Dr.T F. Burnett^d

M^tin Kerr, both of Dayton, Ohio. Kim had been associated with Dr. Burnett
Conference of which the latter was President for many years,

the ? series of pamphlets on the history and principles of
the Christian Church, and had been a national official of the denomination for a

third of a century. 1^. Kerr was editor of The Herald of Gospel Ubertv for a oecade
followi^ the First World War and was consiaered one of the great religious editors
01 his day. Kira was a delegate to the quadrennial meeting of the American Christi
Convention in Conneaut, C»iio in the spring of 1919 when Alva Kerr
of The Herald,

(.

In Janu^y word was received of the sudden death of M. Orban, Jr., the chief
* ^ Whittier, California. Alfred was in Kansas at the

time in t^ i^er^st of the college and left by train to attend the funeral. In ihe
death of Mr. Orban Palmer Collage had lost its chief financial supporter, and the
continuance of the school was left in doubt. VJhen the Board of Trustees met at
Commencement time Alfred submitted his resignation effective at the end of August.

A^i^ Pr^sid^t^^^ Dean oT the college for several yefirs, v/as elected

ian

was elected editor

Immediately following Commencement at Palmer, Alfred took the
College where he delivered the baccalaureate

train to Ulon

, « . sermon. While there he was invited to
become Pastor of the Elon College Church and Professor of Bible and Religious Education
at the college. He accepted the post effective the first of September. He returned
to Albany and spent the summer visiting schools, churches, and conferences recruiting
students for Palmer College. ^

Although Kim and hiary looked forward to being located at Elon College near
Zenith and Clair, they regretted leaving their other children. Preston and Willie
were just sixty miles away in St. Joseph, and Arthur was about seventy-five miles
west of St. Joseph at Holton, Kansas. On May 30, 1929 Kim had performed the marriage
ceremony for his son, John Preston, and Amelia Viola Hart, at the home in Albany,

VJhile Alfred and Ruth were packing and getting ready to move, Kim and Mary went
to Kansas for a visit. On the third Sunday of August a family reunion was held in
Krug Park ^ St. Joseph, ^thur and Sibbet and their family came from Holton for this
fi^l get-together. The night before the reunion a telegram was received from Clair
and Zenith in Salmanca, New Yor'-, announcing the birth of Mignon Yvette, their first
cniid, '

It was a happy family situation in Flon where Sunday dinners were shared
alternately at the parsonage and at the Velie household. Kim had no regular church

+ supply pulpits of some nearby churches occasionally. Cne Sunday he
was ^bstitute teacher for a class of junior boys, and he made it so interesting for
the boys that they asked that he be their regular teacher. The village post office

^ parsonage, and Kim’s sociable disposition caus-d
him to spend some time each day visiting with town residents whom he met there.

On January l6, 1930 Alfred’s and Ruth’s first child arrived, and they named
Hmerson, The two fellies purchased a cow in partnership to provide milk

^ and butter, but especially milk for the two babies. A barn and fenced area back of
e p^sonage were rented for the cow, and Kim did the milking while Mary cared for

the milk and churned the butter. It was an ideal arrangement,

V, discovered that he ciuld plant some garden earlier in North Carolina than
he had ever thought possible farther north and west. Some local gardwierTpranted
peas in February, Kim had a large garden spot plowed near the parsonaee, and he had
« good supply of cow manure from the barn for fertilizer. Care of the'gardon and cov.-,

, and an occasional preaching appointment kept him busy during the spring and sum.mer.
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The Board of Trustees of Palmer College met in May to determine the future of
the college in view of the financial stringency. The college had had an increased
enrollment, and Dr, Atkinson felt the college had had a very good year from an
academic standpoint, but in order to meet the payroll it had become necessary to
use endowment funds, and the Trustees felt this must not continue# Therefore, it
was decided to close the school and transfer all records and assets to Defiance

College, a sister college of the Christian Church, in Ohio*

In June, Alfred v/ent to Chicago to take additional graduate work at the Univer
sity,but Kim and Mary, and Ruth and the baby, stayed in Elon* In September, Clair's
father and mother, Hr. and firs. James B, Velie of Salanjanca, New York, came to spend
several months in Elon, The two sets of grandparents spent many pleasant hours to
gether and with their grandchildren# Ruth accepted a teaching position at the
Shallowford School two miles north of Elon College as a means of supplementing the
family's income at a time when it seemed that the economic reverses in the nation
might turn out to be more than a temporary recession. However, in October Alfred
became ill with typhoid fever, and Ruth took leave from the school in order to nurse
him until Christmas. He was confined to his room for three months, but was able to
resume his teaching and preaching at the beginning of the second semester. Ruth also
started her teaching again.

The General Convention of the Christian Church met in Seattle, '/ashington in
June of 1931 in parallel and joint sessions with the National Council of Congrega
tional Churches, The family drove to Chicago v/here Alfred joined other Christian
Church delegates on a special train to Seattle via the Canadian Rockies. Ruth drove
the car from Chicago and took the rest of the family to Missouri and Kansas for a
visit with relatives and friends. Following the Seattle meeting Alfred rejoined the
family for some visiting and for the return trip home.

During the meetings in Seattle the General Convention of the Christian Church
and the National Council of Congregational Chiu'ches voted to unite on the basis of
Christianity as primarily
Council of Congregational Christian Churches. Gradually the denominational boards,
and the churches and conferences, merged their interests, and The Congregationalist
and The Herald of Gospel liberty were co;nbjj[ied in one publication v;ith Hermon Eldridf
Frank G. Coffin, and Wilson"P. iiinton as associate editors representing the Christiar.
Cnurcn. In the first issue of the combined journal pictures of a number of Icngline
readers of the two papers v/ere featured, and Kim's picture was included as having
been a subscriber to the Herald for fifty-five years. Occasionally he had conli'ibut'i
a devotional article to the Herald, and frequently reported progress in the worn of
his churches in the "News from the Field" department of the journal,

TTie economic depression that struck t/ne nation in the fall of 1929 v;as becoming
more critical,Elen college was in debt for some of the new buildings, and the future
of the college was by no means certain. President Harper resigned, and a prominent
pastor in Norfolk, Virginisi, beon Edgar Smith, was elected to succeed him. The nev;
President was confronted with the terrific task working out agreements with the
banks which held mortgages on the collegs's property and other assets, and also
providing for the ongoing expenses of the college,

Clair and Zenith decided to take a sabbatical leave during the 1931-1932 year
to take additfconal graduate work at Teachers College, Columbia University, Nev; York
City.

a way of life, and under the name of the General

Kim had no regular church work, but did hold some revival meetings, and supplier
the Berea Christian Church at Altsmahaw for a few months. He accompanied the Reverer.:
J, Frank Apple to his appointments at the Bethel and Pleasant Hill churches and
preached morning and evening at each church to appreciative audiences,. He preached
several times for Dr, G. 0, iankford at the First Christian Church in Burlington, ariv
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five times for the Negro Baptist^ Church in Elon,
number of funerals. Wherever he went the people
of course he enjoyed preaching and neetl^ the

President Smith served as non-resident head of fi; '
1932. In the interest of economy there was a revision of th* *?urr ^●■

duction of the faculty. Although Alfred was enoouraged to oontlno#
assistant professor, he decided to resign. Tjt, Smith was than aiksd io omf *#
Pastor of the Elon College CotrbT.unity Church in conjunotion with his ’
duties. a ^ r

On the 19th of June, Kim celebrated his eightieth birthday. Tht da<e h«pp«f^
to fall on a Sunday, and Alfred and the deacons of tne church invitod Kla» to praaah
at the Community Church. This he did, using the same text he had used for hie flrat

Kentucky — John 3:16-17. In the aftemo^>n a larire
crowd of neighbors surprised Kini by gathering on the parsonage lawn to wi»)i him a

● birthday. A number of people, including Dr. J. U. Nei/man, gave talks concarnir^
Father Hurst’s lile in their midst, and Dr. J, 0, Atkinson, prominent Christian

ii^ister and church official, led in prayer. Tivo birthday cakes were presented *0
h^, one by the older people, and one by the young people at the Elon Christian

^ Orphanage. The people surprised him further by "pounding" him with a generous cult ^
of staple groceries, meats, fruits, and vegetables. Mrs. J. 1. Foster, a teacher
the public school who had planned the affair, led a song service in v;hich the
Joined in singing some of the old hymns they knew Father Hurst would en^oy. Then
Mrs. Foster read the following poem dedicated to Father Hurst on Fathers Day*

● 'Hcr*^ hi >*
.Vi

itto)y. r> y *-i
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To Rev. A» P, Hurst on Father’s DayI*.

Wl^ skies are blue, or when they’re gray;
When things are wrong that come our wayj
When friends are many, or v;hen they’re few;
When failure comes or triun^h’s due;
No matter what we do or say.
We’ll still love you - good times or worst -

Dear Father Hurst.

9

And think of .you,
(June 19, ’32)

Kim was deeply moved by the whole affair."! shall ever remember the occasion,
says. "For three years we lived in rion College and many friendships formed. It was
so sad to leave them, but such is life. I have lived and preached in
places, and it was always a sad time when we went to move.

tl hr

a good iiany
II

On August 2U, 1932 a second son was born to Alfred and Ruth. To him they gave
the name Holland Vtood. His second name was selected because Ruth's mother's maiden
n^e was ./cod. '.fliile Ruth and the baby were in the hospital it became necessary for
the fjuialy to vacate the parsonage in order to allow President and Mrs. Smith to

The college offered the use of the facilities of ladies Hall v/hich was to be
closed because of an anticipated decline in student enrollment. Alfred moved the

, furniture into ladies Hall, and on September 1st Ruth and Holland returned from the
hospital to these spacious quarters. Clair and Zenith came for a brief visit at the
end of their official leave, but decided not to return to Elon. Instead,they continued
their graduate v;ork at Columbia University another year.

Alfred was now without regular employment and v/as uncertain where to turn. He
preached at the Collegeside Church in Nashville tv;o Sundays, and then v/ent on to
Indiana where he considered the pastorate of the Antioch and Elm Grove churches .♦.●hie’'*
formed a yoked parish near Frankfort, Indiana. If he had accepted this pastorate
would have taken additional graduate work at the University of Chicago.

-A against this, however, and returned to Elon.

he

He decided

I. ●
-AI ‘r ●>
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^ J'*'^ ''*’® ''°<'®‘^ '>y absentee ballot in the-
Immediately for New York City to visit Clair and '

they were there the results of the election were announced brin?ine > f
to Kim ^e disappointing news that Frabklin D. Roosevelt had been elected. Roos^elt'^
^owoed that one of his first acts would be to ask for the repeal of the Eighteenth'u
^entkent. Kim was deeply concerned about this. He was a staunch .Orohibitionist a *
for years had fought the liquor traffic as corrupter of good government wrecker

hL^^rbe^'^tS^f^ ?^ character. He was convinced that the Prohibition laws
neve^have been rmeal^d J H enemies alleged, and that the Eighteenth Amendment wouldnever n&ve been repealed had it not been for the heavily financed
liquor interests that brain-washed public opinion.

1
* I

propaganda of the

^ “®“ °^’^y Z®"ith was followed by a two-months
Christian Church in Portsmouth, Virginia. The church

in favw"^f^a ^ to become their pastor, but he declined it

^nnwsM^ ° ^*’® Congregational Church, Chattanooga,
Alfred was installed

as Pastor of the Pilgrim Church on I’^arch 22 1933,
Tonn^iooases p T ‘ r ^resldCHt of Flon College arid Moderator of the Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference of Congregational Christian Churches, presided. Alfred and Ruth

membership from the Elon College Community Church, but Xim
ff®'’ theu- memoership. He said he had never be^ a .member of any

Ch^eh didn't feel he wanted to transfer to a Congregationa!
Ch^ch even though the two churches had laerged into a national fellowship. So Kim and
liary became associate members of Pilgrim Church instead,

Kim had very little confidence in the Democratic administration
and the National Recovery Act passed by Congress,
Blue Eagle,” he said, “but I don't find
Blue Eagle came, I am very
life,”

Dr, W, A. Harper, former J

in Washington '
"Yesterday was rally day for the

any more money in my pocket than before the
sure it hasn't added any piety or spiritual power to my

the nfst^^w^i u“® Congregational Church while
Baotist^hnrrh ? « ?® ®^®° P^'^y®’" services at the CalvaryBaptist Church in North Chattanooga r.oar his home on Pine Ridge Road
services three were converted. The pastor then invited
ne did to an audience of

more apprepiative audience,
(153

«. Hur.St, away at Huses Kills. Ken-

ii^'at a dFf u f----'tucky for the fil^alTwhen the minister, who
ne^hew^conductL"?.®; the.Aeceased_ls_b^o^^er yd

Zenith arvvad to Kai’yville, ilissouri where Clair had

■'h«ast hisuouli Teachers College. Xim and
&r with Tenitt 1^%;end the

W hisscuri. Alfred took them to Sikeston in southern
an^M^th and took them the rest of the way to Mai'yvUle, Father
and ^ther Velie al.so came to Maryville to spend the winter, so Yvette had her foiir
grandparents with whom to celebrate Christmas. '

1

e At one of these

him to preach on Sundav which
some three hv.ndred persons. "I think I never preached to
® " Kim says,

a

>

)
>

Kim and Mary remained in Missouri until the s
of short trips to visit their
their son, Arthur, I'jjn's
times at the Record wis'srort ●

. '^f 1935. They took a number
sons, and Jack (Preston) in 3t, Joseph, and

''/heat, in Kansas. Kim preached several
■jai ov» Joseph, and also visited a boyhood

ujTLner

schoolmate,
'●J
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^>r:-'Calvin Hajn, in Plattsburg, Missouri,vthlBi’wia the , _ 	

Calvin fell through the ice while sk»tii»U «t school.
to Missouri where he was ejr?)lo7ed afyithe Rock Islaod R*i£r^4dil^? „
served as Clerk of the County Courtj and later as high _

Kim and Calvin had a fine visit as they recalled various
of their boyhood, - ^

In March of 1935 Kim v;rote the State of Hlsoouri a tetter of ' '

provisions for old age pension. The state auditor replied that several old aga p#Eu»l«0 '
bills had been introduced in the Legislature, but that none had boon perfected ^
made into law. His letter of enquiry was placed on file with the promise that 1ft iha
event provision were made they would advise him.
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In the spring of 1935 Clair resigned his position at the Maryville Te«ch«r«
College to accept a position in the public schools of Baltimore County, MaryLanct
Alfred and Ruth visited them in Mar.wille and took Kim and Mary back to ChaUanoo^a
v/ith them to spend the winter. Kim was failing in health, but was able to be up /tnd
about, and enjoyed playing with Jimmie and Holland.

Seated one day in his favorite chair near the east window, Kim reached back in
memory's saddlebags and pulled out a rather mournful tune. The twilight matched well
his own awareness that life's day was far down the western slope toward sunset. The
song responded to the deep demand for emotional expression which seethed within his

breast. He pitched the tune a trifle low, but his voice rang out with a surprising
hint of youthful clarity and vigor.

,

How tedious and tasteless the hours

l\?hen Jesus no longer I seej.
Sweet prospects, sweet birds, and sweet flowers,
Have all lost their sweetness to me.

How well he remembered that period in his life when his vows of religious dedication

had grown dim and he had plunged into a round of sinful pleasures. The next stanza
was sung with increasing difficulty because of the sob in his manly throst.

The midsummer sun shines but dim,
The fields strive in vain to look gayj
But v;hen I am happy in Him,
December's as pleasant as May.

As he sang his son came into the room and took a chair near by. At first he seemed
unaware of another's presence. His stooped form was silhouetted against the window,
and his foot kept time to the music.

Dear Lord, if indeed I am thine,
If thou art my sun and my song.
Say, why do I linger and pine?
And why are my winters so long?

0 drive these dark clouds from my sky.
Thy soul-cheering presence restore;
Or take me to thee up on high
VJhere winter and clouds are no more.

As the strains of the song died away, Kim turned to his son v/hose presence he
had recognized and said, "Many are the times I have heard Grandfather Sv/iin sing that
song. He was a Methodist preacher, and a man of pov;erful physique and voice." IJith
the recollection of his grandfather he straightened in his chair. Scfatching around

in the glowing embers of memory, this eighty-three-year-old pilgrim related much of
the outline of the story here recorded.
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drove to Chattanooga to^^isit durW the six-year old daughter, Yvette
thoroughly enjoyed the family reu^n at this we.u/Ki
his weakness and pain as he drew on his inexhansHhf^ .season, and seemed to forget
ous stories. After the New Year Zenith r ^stible store of experiences and humo-
little realizing that they would be called Maryland home,
fifteenth of fUg hack so soon for Kim»s funeral.
heacLaUacIf and CQll«p«,^, The deat.h birthday, Kjji guIXergd

Jto3tors!*'jVMli^“rttL2“comre|atioLl service conducted by the Revere:
Church. Zenith and Alfred thpn ar*r*f i niinister and former pastor of Fil^^rim

under ^i?p?eachlhg in Kentucky, conducted'the f' **o was converted
to rest beside those of his two^^01“ Th® body wj;c laid

On the

_a sudden

the

entitl"^ ^°’'lu^se?"arriL°®tL'^v:r?L1s of thenIt hasn’t found a place in anv anthoir^tm r ● sustaining and victorious faith
and truat that are'^Wm^^ anthology of xnmortal verse, but it eo<preLes a h^pe

K f .p-j'jrr;.ss sr^i.

And he will lift the burdens and the care, ’

’ff* ^ bard to do his will
tod somehow failed-to understand aright;’

I have searched his Word on bended knee
tod ask^ for faith that I might see the Sht-
tT-, f taper shine ’

strength and guidtofpower-
C»fr t -^stakes and I ® 'Can trust him at the sunset hour.
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