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This article appeared in The "Louisville Herald f!

on May 19, 1918.

A short history of a noted man of the Kentucky Mountains.
I ncle 'William ^reech ol Harlan Comity Kentucky affectionately known as "Uncle Billv" was the principal

His death occurred i

County Kentucky,

Uncle William was beloved as the founder of the Pine .Mountain Settlement School, one of the most important
ediieational institutions to be established in the Eastern Kentucky Mountains. He was a picturesque ch^arJeter in
that section of the State where many of the writers won fame with stories from real life.

great results in

in a Uouisville hospital May 18,1918 and from there his body was taken to h is home in Harlan

Uncle Billy Creech as he was affectionately known to thousands of
Country and in the mountain sections of the state,
home section in the Pine Mountains where

men, women, and children throughout the
came here to Norton Memorial Infirmary at Louisville from his

many came to pay him respect, love and devotion.

Several weeks ago he was brought here for treatment. He was suffering from a complication of diseases and when
I s condition became desperate a surgical operation was decided on as a last resort and the onlv hope of saving^lisIlk. He came out ot the ordeal very weak and his death was not unexpected. - P ‘ g ^

Ik was boi n in Kentucky in 1845 and after serving throughout the war between the States- he
[uoneers to journey back over the Kentucky Mountains to the head

tor many years to improve conditions. He i

was one of the llrst

waters of the Kentucky River. 'Hiere he labored
inspired all ol his neighbors with the art of industry

Many .'ears ago he began promoting his Settlement School. It was not however until five vears a^o that he w-.s able
o deed all of his property over to the Pine Mountain Settlement to have and to hold for school
the ( onstilution ot the I nited States Stands, according to the text of his
prospering beyond the fondest hopes of 'Tiiele Rilly

purposes as long as
writtesi arrangement. I'he .school todav is

and those associated with him.
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He had been conspicuous ail through his life in his zeal for better things, Writing recently of his hopes for the
children in the Pine Mountain School, i don’t look after wealth for them, I look to the future of our Country. 1
want them taught the knowledge of good and evil and to serve the living God,

After the establishment of the Settlement School, Uncle Billy and his faithful followers indefatigably labored to
raise funds for the building of a road from one of the isolated sections to the school. This highway, he said, would
liberate more than 5,000 people and enable them to reach the education available at the settlement. Success

crowned his project and he afterwards said that his life work was finished and he was ready to die happy.

The body of ’’Uncle Billy" was taken to Pine Mountain late in day after his death.

Besides his widow he is survived by the following children: Joseph G., William R., and Henry Creech and three
daughters: Mrs. Polly Lewis, Mrs. Nancy Lewis and Mrs. Rhoda Wilder, all residents of Kentucky.

Ira Paulus Ison

The above article was found among some pages passed down to me from among the papers of Ira Paulus Ison, who
was my double first cousin, once removed.

Ira Paulus Ison was himself a well known man of Kentucky. He w rote many articles which were published in
Eastern Kentucky newspapers. He was the family historian for the Creech and Ison families and is responsible for
most of what I have gathered about these families.

"Ira P", as he w as known to my family, was the son of Andrew Jackson Ison and Hannah Creech. Andrew was the

brother of my grandfather George Washington Ison, and Hannah was the sister of my grandmother Annie Creech.
Thus he was my "double’’ first cousin once removed.

rhrough this Web Site and E-maiU I have met his grand daughter Nancy White Davis, We are double second
cousins once removed.

UH. .
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If any one reading this knows of any other writings of Ira Paiilus Ison, I would appreciate it if you w ould send me a
copy of it. If I publish it here, you will be credited, I do have a few more of his articles which I will share with you
as time goes by.

Harold SparksF E-mail me

I To The Top |1 To Homepage || To Index |

II Ancestors of Sam Creech j] Descendants of Sam Creechjl
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This article appeared in The "Louisville Herald on May 19, 1918,

A short history of a noted man of the Kentucky Mountains
l)iKie William Creech of Harlan Comity Kentucky affectionately known as "Uncle Billy" was the principal
founder of the Pine Mountain Settlement School and a remarkable character whose benificence had
the Kentucky Mountains.

His death oeeurred in a l ouisville hospital May 18,1918 and from there bis body was taken to his home in Harlan
County Kentucky,

Uncle William was beloved as the founder of the Pine Mountain Settlement School, one of the most important
educational institutions to be established in the Eastern Kentucky Mountains. He was a picturesque character in
that section of the State where many of the writers won fame with stories from real life.

great results in

Uncle Billy Creech... affectionately known to thousands of men, women, and children throughout the
Country and in the mountain sections of the state, came here to Norton Memorial Infirmary at Louisville from his
home section in the Pine Mountains where many came to pay him respect, love and devotion.

Several weeks ago he was brought here for treatment. He was suffering from a complication of diseases and when
IIS condition became desperate a surgical operation was decided on as a last resort and the only hope of saving his
hie. He came out of the ordeal very weak and his death was not unexpected.

He was born in Kentucky in 1845 and after serving throughout the war between the States; he was one of the first
pioneers to journey back over the Kentucky Mountains to the head waters of the Kentucky River. There he labored
tor many years to improve conditions. He inspired all of his neighbors with the art of industry.

Many years ago he began promoting his Settlement School. II was not however until five years ago that he was able
to deed a I of his property over to the Pine Mountain Settlement to have and to hold for school purposes as long as
the ( onstitiition of the 1 nited States Stands, according to the text of his written arrangement. I'he school todav is

prospering beyond the fondest hopes of "Uncle Billy" and those associated with him,
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He had been conspicuous all through his life in his zeal for better things, Writing recently of his hopes for the
children in the Fine Mountain SchooL I don’t look after wealth for them, I look to the future of our Country. II
want them taught the knowledge of good and evil and to serve the living God,

After the establishment of the Settlement School, Uncle Billy and his faithful followers indefatigably labored to
raise funds for the building of a road from one of the isolated sections to the school. This highway, he said, would
liberate more than 5,000 people and enable them to reach the education available at the settlement. Success

crowned his project and he afterwards said that his life work was finished and he was ready to die happy.

The body of "Uncle Billy" was taken to Pine Mountain late in day after his death.

Besides his widow he is survived by the following children; Joseph G., William R., and Henry Creech and three
daughters: Mrs. Polly Lewis, Mrs. Nancy Lewis and Mrs. Rhoda Wilder, all residents of Kentucky.

Ira Paulas Ison

The above article was found among some pages passed down to me from among the papers of Ira Paulus Ison, who
was my double first cousin, once removed.

Ira Paulus Ison was himself a well known man of Kentucky. He wrote many articles which were published in
Eastern Kentucky newspapers. He was the family historian for the Creech and Ison families and is responsible for
most of what I have gathered about these families.

"Ira P", as he was known to my family, was the son of Andrew Jackson Ison and Hannah Creech. Andrew was the

brother of my grandfather George Washington Ison, and Hannah was the sister of my grandmother Annie Creech.
Thus he was my "double" first cousin once removed.

Through this Web Site and E-mail, I have met his grand daughter Nancy White Davis. We arc double second
cousins once removed.
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If any one reading this knows of any other writings of Ira Paulus Ison, I would appreciate it if you would send me a
copy of it. If I publish it here, you will be credited. I do have a few more of his articles which I will share with you
as time goes by.

Harold Sparks E-mail me

II To The Top || To Homepage || To Index

II Ancestors of Sam Creech || Descendants of Sam Creech||
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/Nancy H, Ison M, John Henson S. of James Henson
' John Doe Ison M. Myrtle Lyon D. of Dennis Lyon

Paulus Ison M. Nancy Stapleton D. of Silas Stapleton; ira

: Mary F. Ison M. Jesse J. Henson S, of James Henson
! Martha J, Ison M. Jesse James Johnson S. of Nelson Johnson
i Bertha A. Ison M. Vansell Henson S. of Lewis Henson
Elizzie E. Ison M, Marion Salyers S. of Samuel Salyers
Rebecca L. Ison M. Perry Lee Ison S. of M-'^rtin Ison
Emma S, Ison M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison Sr.
Isom T. Ison M. Fannie Barker D. of John Barker

2nd M, Bessie Barker D. of Floyd Barker

^Haru-iah Breech

i.Andrew J. Ison

I, "son of
Ison Sr.T

, llary K. Creech

|_ mar.
I" Thomas 'i/hite
rj son of

f Nelson T, kliite

Johin F. Vliite M. Rebecca Sparks D. of Calvin Sparks Jr.
Nelson T. White died in inf.ancy

Emma Susan White died in inf.ancy

Mathew L. Pennington M, Amanda B. Waddell D.* of Jcomes Waddell
Louisa A. Pennington M. Joshua Slone S. of

^ "-^Virgjis,- Pennington M. George Slone S of		
' Curtis"''AT’'Pennington "Mr Nora Rivers D. of Thomas Rivers

? Blye
of Andrew Porter

Fred Pennington M. Hattie Mullins D. of Harris Mullins
Mary Pennington M
Elizzie Pennington M. Ellis Robinson S. of George Robinson
Bertha L. Pennington died in infancy.

Della Ison has been an inv<alid all her life yet living

William Ison died in infancy

Nancy H. Ison died in early womanhood with typhoid fever
Enoch Ison M, ? Oney D, of Can Oney; 2nd marriage ? to whom.
Hannah Ison M, Houston McConnell S. of Polly McConnell
Ira J. Ison M. Emma Salyers D. of Samuel Salyers
lillie A. Ison M. Edgar Sparks S. of ? Sparks
John Ison M.

Lonnie Ison M

George Ison Jr. died in infancy
Mary A, Ison died in infancy
Clarence Ison M,

Slone9

Slone9
* Ellen Creech

Klsaac Pennington I;

m Son_of I'.,
KJames rennington] ●

Blye D. ofConrad Pennington M.
Nancy Pennington M. Jesse Porter S.

9

> 9 9S. of9 9

Annie Creech

mar

GeorgeW. Ison

r: soi7~of
Ison Sr.

D. of 99 9 9

9 99 9 D. of

T-

D, of 99 9 9

/fi/ ’D/f 0
'i Sherrrian Creech

t mar,
^Elizabeth Johnson

B dau. of Elisha Creech Drowned in the Ohio River at Ashland, Kentucky

pJohin M. Johnson Hughie Creech Kicked and killed by r. mule in boyhood
^Second marriage to Ollie Johnson daughter of V/illiam Johnson sone of Alfred Johns
L Don’t know any of this last fcomily.

'l.lUQCri /9M1. pM-.

Lillie Mae Creech M. Jason Boggs Jr. S. of John Boggs
John Nelson Creech M. 9 ? D. of 9 9

W.
1

Josep Creech M. Owen Gambill S. of Jesse Bambill
Hannah Breech M. Elijah Griffith S, of Henry Griffith
Doctor Creoch Drowned in the Creech Mill Pond on Little Fork.

Thomas Creech M. Maiy Griffith D. of Henry Griffith

K Neison^rT. Creech
k' mar,

Nora 1/ Johnson

dau. of

John M, Johnson
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continued from preceding page

Rebecca L. Ison M. Perry L. Ison S. of Martin Ison
Ldrew J. Ison Emma S. Ison M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison Sr^

:Eh~Cre?F5!nson Isom T. Ison M. Fannie Barker D. of^John Barker^
2nd M, Bessie Barker D. of Floyd Barker

Della A. Ison never was married
VJilliam Ison died in infancy
Nancy H. Ison died in early womanhood
Enoch P.. Ison M. ? Oney D. of Can Oney

9?

2nd M. - n 1
Hannah Ison Hr Houston McConnel, stepfather was John McConnel
Ira Jr Ison M, Emma Salyers D, of Samuel Salyers
Lillie Ann Ison M. Edgar Sparks S. .of?Sparks
John Ison doiHt know who he married
Clarence Ison don’t know who he married
Lonnie Ison M,

IsonieorgoJiH
L ■ marT

feie Creech
Kdau. of
mn S. Creech

Lyon

George Ison died in infancy
Mary Ann Bied in infancy

?

Matilda H. Ison M. Oscar Miller S. of Peter >iiller
Maud Ison M. Charlie Stump S. of ? Stump
Inus Ison M. Arbie Miller S. of Peter Miller
Cecil Ison M. Maud Ratliff D. of Andrew Ratliff
James I. Ison Mi Retta Good D. of i^ohn Good
John Ison M. Marie Fields B. of Robert Fields
Thelma Ison M. Ora Boggs S. of Jason Boggs
Pauline Ison M. Thomas Boggs S. of Jason Boggs
Christine Ison M. Paul Alexander S. of

Archibald Ison

ir^r

Belle Boggs
t dau, of

L mes Boggs

Alexander

William I. Ison don’t know to whom Married
C:iyde Ison died in infancy
Dennie Ison died in infancy

John Ison, Policeman in Ashland, Ky. for thirty-five years
Charade Ison don’t know to whom married

Guy Ison don’t know to whom married
Sarah Ison don’t know to whom married
Golda Ison don’t know to whom married

llihu .Is^n	
L mar.

fefdmn Simpson
m dau of

Krid Simpson

Herbert Ison died in infancy
Bessie Ison M, John S, Griffith

Gladys Ison M. A. J. Wilson
Ernest Ison M, Mary B, I’hite
John Ison died in infancy
Paul Ison died in childhood at the age of 5 years
Vernon Ison unmarried in 1930
Ruth Ison M. Harold Ryder
Mabel Ison M. Walter Graham

Evelyn Ison M. Dale Good
Helen Ison M, Robert Miller
Pauline Ison M, Basil Fuller

on Jr.Ir;

mar.

Minnie Johnson

dau. of

Jesse Johnson

Truman Ison

Eugene Ison
hn B, Ison mar.

flartha Creech dau. of

iiiiiiiiiiii'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii' 'v// nm
Mary I could have run some of this work into three more generations, but the

t of tl\ose that are of your mother’s generation in other words her first cousins would
Paeeo+ -i n4-f3r»oc+. +.n von .m
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John Henson S. of James Henson
of Dennis Lyon

●Honey H. Ison M,

^rfFaSus"lsonM%Scy''s?"p?;ton D. of Silas Staploton
Tson M. Jesse J, Henson S. of James Henson

Jesse James Johnson S. of llclson Johnson
Vansell Henson S.

Mary F
Martha

: Bertha

i Elizzie

; Rebecca
i Emma S. ison
Isom T. Ison

h Qi'cech‘Han
J. Ison M.

Ison M.

Ison M, Marion Salyers S,
L. Ison M. Perry I^e Ison S.

M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison ^r,
M. Fannie Barker D. of John Barker

2nd M. Bessie Barker D. of Floyd Barker

of Lewis Henson

of Samuel Salyers
of M'-rtin Ison

. Ison1

.nLi
I-

;f’.z'-V.

Sr,SO.

I Ke.ry Creech I'liite M. Rebecca Sparks D, of Calvin Sparks Jr.John F.

Nelson T. White died in inf-TQcy
Emma Susan Wiite died in infancy

:-,T

r

of

nitoKr:

Amanda B. Waddell D,- of James Waddell
Slone

Mathew L. Pennington H.
a A. Pennington M, Joshua Slone
a' Pennington M. George Slone ^.^of

Pennington M. Nora Rivers u.
Blye D, of
Porter S.

●?ofN,
Louis

Slone9

i ^Vjrgi■E i i oreecr.
of Thomas hivers

? Blye
of Andrew Porter

Curtis’

Conrad Pennington M.

Nancy Pennington M. Jasso
Fred Pennington M. Rattie Mullins D. of Harris Mullins
Mary Pennington M ? ?
Elizzie Pennington M. Ellis Robinson S. of ueorgo irobmson

Perinington died in info,ncJfi.

/, r>

9

heniiington j;U-Sa'

ci

;gtonJa r'. .n I

Bcrth-a L.

lid all her life yet livingDella iscn has been an

William Ison died in infancy

Nancy H. Ison died in early womc^nhood with typhoid
Enoch Ison M.

invn.

? Oney D. of Can Gney; 2nd marriage ? to whom.
M. Houston McConnell 5. of Polly McConnell

Ison M. Emma Salyers D. of Samuel Salyers
Sparks

Hannah Ison

Ira J. .

Lillie A. Ison M.
on

9

Edgar Sparks S., of
D. of

9999
John Ison M,

Lonnie Ison

George Ison Jr.
Mary A, Ison died in
Clarence Ison M.

r-
onl'-’.

99
D. of99MT, (-5T

died in infancy

infancy

(*.●
" r*:r*

99
D. of99

ri
ri [y

CreechL Sh
Lillie Mae Creech M. Jason Boggs Jr. S. of John Boggs
John Nelson Creech M, ? ? D. of
Elisha Creech Drowned in the Ohio River at iishland,
Hughie Creech Kicked and killed by a mule in boyhood

to Ollie Johnson daughter of William Johnson sone of Alfred Jotoon.

fSS:. n.

.&

,h Johns on
Kentucky

of

J onnson

Second marriage

t knew any of this la

UsJi

I D 'r^

m

Josejj Creech M. Owen Gambill S. of Jesse Bambill
Rannah Breech M. Elijah Griffith S. of Henry Griffith
Doctor Creech Drowned in the Creech Mill Pond on Little Fork.
Thom-as Creech M. Mary Griffith D. of Henry Griffith

. Creech" Nel TO

ir^r.

Johrison

g: ... of

T

‘‘●v-
t
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/Nancy H. Ison M. John Henson S. of James Henson
● John Dee Ison M. Myrtle lyon D. of Dennis Lyon

Paulus Ison M. Nancy Stapleton D, of Silas StapletonI ira

I Mary F. Ison M. Jesse J. Henson S, of James Henson
I Martha J. Ison M. Jesse James Johnson S. of Nelson Johnson
I Bertha A. Ison M. Vansell Henson S. of I^wis Henson
Elizzie E. Ison M. Marion Salyers S. of Samuel Salyers
Rebecca L. Ison M. Perry Lee Ison S. of Martin Ison
Emma S. Ison M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison Sr.
Isom T. Ison M. Fannie Barker D. of John Barker

2nd M. Bessie Barker D. of Floyd Barker

^Hannah Breech
fe mar.
felndrew J. Ison
|f ~son of
Bra Ison Sr,

Mary K, Creech
John F. VThite M. Rebecca Sparks D. of Calvin Sparks Jr.
Nelson T. White died in infancy
Emma Susan White died in infancy

mar.

Thomas White

son of

Nelson T. WTiite
5

Pennington M, Amanda B. Waddell D.* of James Waddell
\\ Louisa A. Pennington M, Joshua Slone S. of ? Slone

Virgin- Pennington M. George Slone ^		
CurtlS^iTr’ Pennington Frr Nora' Rivers D. of Thomas Rivers
Conrad Pennington M.
Nancy Pennington M. Jo-sse Porter S. of Andrew Porter
Fred Pennington M. Eattie Mullins D. of Harris Mullins
Mary Pennington M
Elizzie Pennington M, Ellis Robinson S. of George Robinson
Bertha L. Pennington died in infancji.

Mathew

lien Creech

Rar.

Isaac Pennington
Son of

Slone
● b

? Blye D. of ? BlyeI
i

1 \

PenningtonI'James
7S. of9

Della Ison has been an invalid all her life yet living

VJilliam Ison died in infancy

Nancy H, Ison died in early womanhood with typhoid fever
Enoch Ison M.

Hannah Ison M. Houston McConnell S. of Polly McConnell
Ira J. Ison M. Emma Salyers D. of Samuel Salyers

? Sparks

? Oney D. of Can Oney; 2nd marriage ? to whom.

BAnnie Creech
P mar

George W. Ison
s^r^oT
Ison Sr.

lillie A. Ison M. Edgar Sparks S. of
John Ison M.

Lonnie Ison M

George Ison Jr. died in infancy
Mary A. Ison died in infancy
Clarence Ison M.

?9 D. of

D. of

99

99? 9

Ira

D. of 9? 9 9

W 'Dfi 0
● Sherman Creech

mar. lillie Mae Creech M. Jason Boggs Jr. S. of John Boggs
■' Elizabeth Johnson John Nelson Creech M. ? ? D. of ? ?

dau. of Elisha Creech Drowned in the Ohio River at Ashland, Kentucky

I John M. Johnson Hughie Creech Kicked and killed by a mule in boyhood
I Second marriage to Qllie Johnson daughter of William Johnson sone of Alfred Johnson,
i; Don’t know any of tfes last famTly. ^ J)

m.mKi	 I

Josop Creech M, Owen Gairibill S. of Jesse Bambill
Hannah Breech M. Elijah Griffith S, of Henry Griffith
Doctor Creoch Drowned in the Creech Mill Pond on little Fork,

Thomas Creech M. Maiy Griffith D. of Henry Griffith

Nelsorv-T. Creech
snar.

|Nora I.f.-.. Johnson
I da a. of
"John M. Johnson
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continued from preceding page

Rebecca L. Ison M. Perry L. Ison S. of Martin Ison
Emma S. Ison M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison Sr^
Isom T Ison M. Fannie Barker D. of John Barker

2nd H. Bessie Barker D. of Floyd Barker

ft ■ i

’ow J. Ison

^TTre^cn s on

Ison never was marriedDella A.

William Ison died in infancy
Nancy H. Ison died in early womanhood
Enoch P. Ison M. ? Oney D. of Can Oney

92nd H.Isontcorgu
Hannah Ison M, Houston McConnel, stepfather was John McConnel
Ira J. Ison M. Emma Salyers D. of Samuel Salyers

Ison M. Edgar Sparks S. «of?Sparks

max- o

echlie or

Lillie Ann

John Ison dc;Jt knov: who he married
Clarence Ison don’t know vjho he married

Lyon

^ dau. of
ihn S. Creech

9Lonnie Ison M.

George Ison died in infancy
Mary Ann Died in infancy

Matilda H, Ison M. Oscar Miller S. of Peter Miller
Maud Ison M. Charlie Stump S. of
Inus Ison M. Arbie Miller S. of Peter Miller
Cecil Ison M. Maud Ratliff D,
James I. Ison M. Retta Good D. of Jlohn Good
John Ison M. Marie Fields D.
Thelrr^ Ison M. Ora Boggs S. of Jason Boggs
Pauline Ison M. Thomas Boggs S, of Jason Boggs
Christine Ison M. Paul Alexander S. of

Stump9

Archibald Ison

[ marR

felle Boggs

H^au, of
»nes Boggs

of Andrevj Ratliff

of Robert Fields

Alexander9

don’t know to whom MarriedWilliam I, ison

Clyde Ison died in infancy
Dennie Ison died in infancy

John Ison, Policeman in Ashland, Ky, for thirty-five years
Charlne Tson don’t know to vjhom married

Guy Ison don't know to whom married
Sarah Ison don't know to whom married
Golda Ison don't know to whom married

fElihu. ,I,s._ri	
t' mar.

vSimpson
dau cf

Kvid Simpson

Herbert Ison died in infancy
Bussie Ison M. John S. Griffith

Gladys Ison M. A, J. Wilson
Ernest Ison M- Mary B. White
John Ison died in infancy

Paul Ison died in childhood at the age of S years
Vernon Ison unmarried in 1930

Ruth Ison M. Harold Ryder
Mabel Ison M. Walter Graham

Evelyn Ison M. Dale Good
Helen Ison M, Robert Miller

Pauline Ison M. Basil Fuller

Tra Icon Jr^
mar,

Mirmiie Johnson

dau. of

Jesse Johnson

Truman Ison

Eugene Ison
hn B. Ison mar,

Martha Creech dau. of

John 5/ Creech Jr,

W//////////////////////////''/"///////// 'V// V///
Mary I could have run some of this work into three more generations, but the

>st of th.ose that are of your mother’s generation in other words her first cousins would
Paee 1^/^c4- -i Tvf <ir»C3C+. +.ri "U’rili ./N'Tr
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This article appeared in The "Louisville Herald on May 19, 1918.

A short history of a noted man of the Kentucky Mountains.
Lncle William C reech of Harlan County Kt'ntucky affectionately known as "Uncle Hillv
lounder of the Pine Mountain Settlement School and
the Kentucky Mountains.

y" was the principal
a remarkable character whose bcnificence had great results in

His death occurred in a l ouisville hospital May 18,1918 and Ironi there his body
County Kentucky, y was taken to his home in Harlan

Uncle William was beloved as the founder of the Pine Mountain Settlement School, one of the most important
edncational institutions to be established in the Eastern Kentucky Mountains. He was a picturesque ch^aracter in
that section of the State where many ol the w riters won fame with stories from real life.

^Unelc Billy Creech” as he was affectionately known to thousands of men, women, and children thronghont the

Countiy and in the |n<>untam sections of the state, came here to Norton Memorial Infirmary at LouisyiNc from his
home section in the Pine Mountains where many came to pay him respect, love and dcvotiol
Several weeks ago he was brought here for treatment. He was suffering from a complication of diseases and when

l!r!/i‘w « su' g'cal operation was decided on as a last resort and the only hope of saving hislift. He came out of the ordeal very weak and his death was not unexpected. 8 ■

He was born in Kentucky in 1845 and after serving throughout the war between the States; he was one of the llrst
twoneers to journey back over the Kentucky Mountains to the head waters of the Kentucky River,'I'here he lUo d
lor many years to improve conditions. He inspired all of his neighbors with the art of industry

Many years ago he began promoting his Settlement School. It was not however milil five years ago that he was able
to deed all of his property over to the Pine Monntaii. Settlement to have and to hold for school
the ( onstitiitioii ol the 1 oiled States Stands, according to the text of his
prospei ing beyond (he fondest hopes of

purposes as long as
Hritteu arrangement I'he ,school Soday h

5 nele Billy" and those associated with him.
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He had been eonspkiioiis all through his life in his zeal for better things, Writing recently of his hopes for the
children in the Pine Mountain SehooL I don't look after wealth for them, I look to the future of our Country, fi
want them taught the knowledge of good and evil and to serve the living God,

After the establishment of the Settlement School, Uncle Billy and his faithful followers indefatigably labored to
raise funds for the building of a road from one of the isolated sections to the school. This highway, he said, would
liberate more than 5,000 people and enable them to reach the education available at the settlement. Success

crowned his project and he afterwards said that his life work was finished and he was ready to die happy.

The body of "Uncle Billy" was taken to Pine Mountain late in day after his death.

Besides his widow he is survived by the following children: Joseph G., William R., and Henry Creech and three
daughters; Mrs. Polly Lewis, Mrs. Nancy Lewis and Mrs. Rhoda Wilder, alt residents of Kentucky.

Ira Paulas Ison

The above article was found among some pages passed down to me from among the papers of Ira Paulus Ison, who
was my double first cousin, once removed.

Ira Paulus Ison was himself a well known man of Kentucky. He wrote many articles which were published in
Eastern Kentucky newspapers. He was the family historian for the Creech and Ison families and is responsible for
most of what I have gathered about these families.

"Ira P", as he w as known to my family, was the son of Andrew Jackson Ison and Hannah Creech. Andrew was the

brother of my grandfather George Washington Ison, and Hannah w as the sister of my grandmother Annie Creech.
Thus he was my "double" first cousin once removed.

Through this Web Site and E-mail, 1 have met his grand daughter Nancy White Davis. We are double second
cousins once removed.



r' ●

..ORINET THOMPSON

If any one reading this knows of any other writings of Ira Panins Ison, 1 would appreciate it if you would send me a
copy of it. If I publish it here, you will be credited. I do have a few more of his articles which I will share with you
as time goes by.

E-mail meHarold Sparks
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of James Henson●Ihncy H. Ison H. John Henson 5.
' Jchr. Doe Ison M. Myrtle Lyon D. of Dennis Lyon

Faulus Ison M. Nancy Stapleton D. of Silas Stapl'^ton
of James Henson

Johnson S, of Nelson Johnson
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. Mary F. Ison M. Jesse J.
Jesso James

: Bertha A. Ison M, Vansell Henson S. of Levis Henson
i Elizzie E, Ison M. Marion Salyers S. of Samuel Saly
1 Rebecca L. Ison M. Perry I^e Ison S. of M.-rtin Ison
i Emma S. Ison M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison Sr.

Ison M. Fannie Barker D. of John Barker
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L. Pennington M, Amanda B. vrnddell D/ of James Waddell
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Pennington died in infanej^.

Della Iscn has been an invalid all her life yet living
William Ison died in infancy

Nancy H. Ison died in early womanhood with typhoid fever
? Oney D. of Can Oney; 2nd marriage ? to whom.Enoch Ison M,

Hannah Ison M. Houston McConnell S. of Polly McConnell
Ira J. Ison M. Emma Salyers D.

Ison M, Edgar Sparks S. of
D. of

of Samuel Salyers
Sparks

raech
9

Lillie A.

John Ison M.

Lonnie Ison M

George Ison Jr. died in infancy
Mary A. Ison died in infancy
Clarence Ison M.
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Lillie Mae Creech M. Jason Boggs Jr. S. of John Boggs
th Johnson John Nelson Creech M.

qP Elisha Creech Drowned in the Ohio P-iver at Ashland, Kentucky
n K,'Johnson Hughie Creech Kicked and killed by a mule in boyhood

marriage to Ollie Johnson daughter of William Johnson sone of Alfred Jo^
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Josep Creech M, Owen Oambill S. of Jesse Bambill
Hannah Breech M, Elijah Griffith S. of Henry Griffith
Doctor Creech Drowned in the Creech Mill Pend on Little Fork.

Thomas Creech M, Mary Griffith D. of Henry Griffith
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Robocca L. Ison H. Perry L. Ison S.
Emma 3. Ison M. Clarence Ison S. of Isom Ison ^r^
Isom T. Ison M. Fannie Barker D. of John Barker

2nd H. Bessie Barker D. of Floyd Barker

of Martin Ison

Ison

marriedBella A. Ison never was

V.'illiam Ison died in infancy
-b Ison died in early womanhood

Oney D. of Can Oney
I'. iCy ::

Enoch P.
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Ison M.
'?2nd M.

Houston McConnel, stepfather

Ison M. Emma Salyers B, of Samuel Salyers
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Clyde Ison died in infancy
Bennie Ison died in infancy

John Ison, Policeman in Ashland,
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Golda Ison don't know to whom married

Herbert Ison died in infancy
Btjssio Ison M. John 3. Griffith

A. J. VJilsonOladyo Ison I-
Ernest Ison M. Mary B. V’hite
Jolm Ison died in infancy

Paul Ison died in childhood at the age of S years
Vernon Ison unmarried in 1930

Ruth Ison H. Harold Ryder
Mabel Ison H, Walter Graham

Evelyn Ison Bale Good
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Pauline Ison M. Basil Fuller
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